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Religious Communications. 


For the Christian Spectator. 
Memoir of Ebenezer Frothingham. 


EBENEZER FRoTHINGHAM, the 
subject of this memoir, was the son 
of the Rev. Ebenezer Frothingham 
of Middletown, and was born about 
the year 1756. At a proper age, 
he was placed with a mechanic for 
the purpose of learning a trade, and 
continued in this situation until the 
commencement of the revolutionary 
war, when he engaged, as a sol- 
dier, in the service of his country. 
Until this period, Mr. Frothingham 
had given no evidence of piety, 
and had little serious thought on 
the subject of religion. In the ar- 
my, however, it became evident 
that the counsels and prayers ot his 
pious parent had not been in vain. 
He became, it is believed, a bhum- 
ble believer in Christ, and although 
we are not able to record the man- 
ner of his conversion, we have, in 
what we know of his conduct, the 
best possible evidence of his since- 
tity. A gentleman, Who occupied 
the same tent with bim, says that 
mm I’. was a man of faith and pray- 
‘r, and while diligent in the dis- 
charge of duty, conside red himself 
as a pilgrim, journeying to another 
‘ond better country. Mr. F. was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, 
and after the peace of 1783, retired 
with honour from the service, and 
became an instructor of youth in his 
native town. In this employment 
he was highly useful, and continued 
lu it until, at the prospect of a war 
With the western Indians, he was 
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induced to join the forces which 
were then raised. The following 
letter to bis sisters, Lydia and Han- 
nah Frothingham, will show tbe 
state of his mind at this period.—- 
Extracts from this and his other 
letters are published without mate- 
rial alteration. 


Pittsburgh, April 25, 1787. 


MY DEAR SISTERS, 

This leisure hour [ devote to you, 
and leave a letter behind, to be for- 
warded the first opportunity. You 
will see by my other letters that 
our station is altered; we are to 
continue our march in a day or two 
up the Alleghany river, perhaps 150 
miles. 

The sudden orders for captain 
Hart’s company to commence their 
march obliged me to undertake fa- 
tigue duty, which I thought myself 
hardly able to go through with, but 
| now find exercise has’ been mt poem 
vice to me. lam much better than 
when we first set out, but expect 
some inconvenience for the want 
of the full use of my arm. It is 
more than two months since the 
wound entirely healed, and my arin 
is considerably stiff and crooked. 
1 never expect to have the full use 
of it again, butit 1s better than ev- 
er my friends here expected to see 
it. My life has been given to me 
as it were again, my health restor- 
ed, and a space allowed me [or re- 
pentance. 

The mercies and favours of a 
good GOD have laid me under such 
obligations to love and serve him, 
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that perhaps I should be guitty of 
the blackest crime of togratitude 
ever committed should | wilfully 
rebel against him who is the Autbor 
of all my mercies. At times an 
affecting sense of the unmerited fa- 
vours | have received, makes me 
tremble for fear I should abuse 
them; and I have trembled too lest 
J should by some means dishonour 
and wound religion. I feel at times 
as if | stood on ground where one 
mistep might injure the cause of 
truth in the eyes of some one. The 
faults and failings of professors have, 
perhaps, already done more to de- 
feat the good effects and design of 
religion than any other thing. 
Some how or other I have gained 
an evidence, I believe with many, 
that I bave endeavoured, out of 
principle, (however impertectly,) 
to walk a little in the fear of God. 
I do not know but [ stand forth a- 
Jone, and if I should be lett to fall 
into vice and error, alas! the con- 
sequences. I say I stand on per- 
ilous ground: when I lock on one 
side and view the frailties and im- 
perfections of human nature, the 
temptations we have to surmount, 
the passions we have to subdue, all 
inclining to lead us astray—looking 
on this side there is cause enough 
for trembling: but wher I look on 
the other side, and sometimes get 
a little sense of what strength there 
is in the all-sufficient God, to carry 
us safely through every scene we can 
possibly be called to act in life, it 
is enough for hope and comfurt-— 
and if I could only be sure that I 
could always rest my confidence 
here, leaning on ail-suflicient grace. 
through a Saviour’s merits alone, | 
believe rocks and mountains would 
sooner move than the promise tail, 
‘‘as thy day ts, so shail thy strength 
be.” 

My dear sisters, pray for me.— 
I believe the path | have to walk 
in is narrower than yours. Many 
eyes are upon me, a poor frail mor- 
tal: on the one hand I have to fear 
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complying too far with the customs 
and manners of the people my sta. 
tion obliges me to be converssp} 
with; and on the ether band, that 
{ shall, by too reserved and 
precise conduct cast a gloom on 
that profession which should so 
animate the soul with pleasure 
as that it can be seen in the 
countenance. [| pray God | may 
never offend him by sinful compli- 
ance, and I also pray that by my 
conduct in Jife f may recommend 
virtue and religion to every one to 
be ways of pleasantness, that all 
may come and taste and find that 
the Lord is good. I wish to live in 
such habitual faith and stedfastness 
as to be enabled to stem the torrent 
ot vice with immovable resolution, 
and to demonstrate to all around 
me that virtue is attainable, and 
that the practice of it affords joy 
and happiness, which will support 
the soul and calm it amidst affic- 
tions, war and turnults. 

Religion never was designed to 
make a person spend his days in 
solitude, and lead a hermit’s life: 
It never means to delude us from 
society. On the contrary, it makes 
us better citizens and better neigh- 
bours; and the more public the 
station In which a pious person is 
called to act, the more he is con- 
versant with mankind, so much the 
greater advantages he has for doing 
good ,of nonouring God, and promot: 
ing the future well-being of his fel- 
low-men. 

May Lever disapprove of such 
light mirth and vanity, such empty 
conversation as universally prevails. 
A cheeriul countenance, expressive 
of a calm, composed miad, and ol 
joy within, is most reagonable.—- 
The soul will find cause enough, 
and a time for weeping, in secre! 
places, for ils own sins, as well as 
for the corruption of the times.-- 
While vice abounds, what judg- 
ments have we not to fear, and wha! 
is it preserves a guilty world! A- 
las! the licentiousness prevailing 
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inthe army. Such is the bewitch- 
ing influence of vice that it soon 
possesses the mind of a soldier. 

Sometimes I get alittle prospect, 
, littie encouragement that there is 
strength in one who is mighty, suf- 
ficient to enable any one to over- 
come all temptations and persevere 
to the end. My dear sisters, I be- 
lieve the good Lord has had mercy 
on you and shed abroad his love in 
your hearts. O fear, love and serve 
him all the days of your lives ;— 
persevere to the end——by your ex- 
ample invite others to come and 
trustin the Lord. The curtain will 
soon be drawn—the mortal scene 
close, and an immortal one open 
to view: then every severe trial 
and struggle will be past, and infi- 
nitely more than compensated : 
There, on a green and flowery mount 

Our weary souls shall sit, 

And with transporting joys recount 

The labours of our feet. 

What shall we not endure to attain 
this happy end! O fora persever- 
ing power! May my soul be guick- 
ened to pray for it more! 

[ wish much to see you: TI think 
[shall be very happy in visiting 
my native State once more. My 
iriends as well as relatives are all 
very near to me and often on my 
heart. About two thirds of my tern 
of service is already gone; the 
other will soon pass away. If we 
should be spared till that time, I 
will come and see you all. I flat- 
ter myself with hopes of receiving 
a packet every day with letters 
from both of you, from my parents 
and the rest of my friends: always 
nave something ready for an oppor; 
tunity. I must finish this. Give 
my dutiful respects to our dear pa- 
rents, my love to my brothers and 
sisters and little nieces--Give my 
iove to all my good friends—TI have 
written to several of them, and ain 
waititog for an answer. 

From your most affectionate 
brother, 
EBENEZER FRoTHINGHAM 


Memoir of Ebenezer Frothingham. 451 


After a long absence,Licut.Froth- 
ingham returned home to Middle- 
town from the western army to see 
his aged parents and friends, in the 
year 1789. January 16, 1790, be 
was married to Mary, daughter ot 
Deacon Timothy Boardman. In 
April following the time was at 
hand for his return to his com- 
mand in the army. The hour 
being come, they held each other 
by the hand, and he said, ‘let us 
kneel down and take our farewell 
together in prayer before God.”’ As 
they prayed and wept, ber tender 
heart was overcome——she swooned 
away. He left her to the care of 
her triends, and retired a little dis- 
tance to his father’s house, ready 
to sink under this parting scene.— 
He journeyed, and arrived safe at 
his destined post. May 25, 1790, 
his wife died suddenly. On_ the 
receipt of this melancholy intelli- 
gence be wrote to one of his sisters 
as follows: 


Pittsburgh, 22nd June, 1790. 


MY DEAR SARAH, 

I have just got alone and take 
my pen, but with an aching heart. 
You have a distressed brother tn 
this distant clime, who, instead of 
administering comfort, wants the 
balm of consolation poured into his 
own wound—a wound which will 
not scon be healed. Your dear 
sister and my beloved partner is 
gone, and with her my greatest 
prospect of happiness on this side 
yonder world of glory. The most 
melancholy tidings for me I ever 
heard has soon reached us. [I arri- 
ved express at this place yesterday, 
at 12 o’clock. Lieut, Ernest the 
commanding officer, told me that he 
had, the evening before, received a 
packet of letters tor me from the 
War Ofhice ; my heart gladdened 
in expectation of hearing from my 
wife. I happened first to open 
Mr. Parsons’ Jetter enclosing my 
father’s; immediately I perceived 
some one was dead. But O the 
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astonishment of my soul when I 
found who was gone! I was obli- 
ged to leave the room abruptly. 
Mrs. Ernest perceived something 
avitated me, and desired Lieut. 
Ernest to follow me into the garden ; 
he anxiously asked me what was 
the matter. I handed him the let- 
ter, begged he would return and 
acquaint Mrs. Ernest, and leave me 
alone in the garden. The first 
petition of my soul to GOD, was 
for a sanctified improvement of this 
most distressing providence, and 
that he would not leave me to lin- 
moderate grief. { have not torgot- 
ten my dear sisters, Betsey and 
Sarah, in my petitions. 

On the day I arrived, whilst I 
was riding through the woods, 
(with only a negro with me to take 
charge of the horses) my thoughts 
were much of the time with M. 
and my meditations turned upon 
examining my own soul—felt hap- 
py in regard to Mary, from this 
most gracious promise: that all 
things ‘shall work together for good 
to them who love God—that, let 
come what would, should [ be 
taken away before her, (which I 
thought most probable,) I was per- 
suaded it would still be well with 
her ; and I was enabled with a 
degree of composure to commit her 
io the protection of ber heavenly 
Father. But bow little did I then 
think she had already taken her 
fiigbt to mansions above. This 
thought pours consolation into my 


soul: she is an infinite gainer. if 


:t was not for this, I do not know 
that [could support myself. O my 
soul, art thou prepared to follow 
her? then, come, come the welcome 
day. My dear Sarah, I propose 
to attend myself to this prepara- 
tion first and above all. Wull you 
join with me? Before your brother 
las another opportunity of convey - 
ing the wishes of his heart, a ball 
from the savages may pierce his 
breast, and his friends be called a 
second time to mourn. My dying 


words to my dear sister are that you 
be importunate with God, until you 
obtain an interest in your Saviour’s 

love. If you will seek him perse. 
veringly, | know he will be found 
of you. I hope there is mercy jp 
store for you—then, then will sis. 
ters who were lovely in their lives. 
be only parted for a time.—F athe, 
of mercies, sanctify this stroke of 
thine for the good of my own soul 
and the everlasting good of each of 

brothers and sisters! 

Your kind letter I thank you 
much for, but the scene is so chang- 
ed I cannot now answerit. Betsev 
and yourself must accept the small 
sum | have requested my father to 
give you. Purchase something 
with it to remember your mourning 
brother by. I need not ask you to 
mourn my loss, whilst you have 
to mourn so much for your own.—- 
Concerning what my father has 
mentioned, f do not at present feel 
ina situation to direct any thing ; 
but lest I should write no more, it 
is wy wish that what was Mary’s, 
may be divided between my sis- 
ters, Betsey and Sarah; only 
reserving something for me_ that 
will recal her dear self to my re- 
membrance, if providence ever per- 
nits my return, when our meeting 
will be a distressing one. I wish 
to centinue where | am, alone in 
this chamber, but pressing business 
calls me away.—In grief 1 bid my 
dear sisters Adieu. 

Eeenezer l’ROTHINGHAM. 


TO MRS. LYDIA HALL. 
On my pussoge down the Ohio, 
28th June, 1790. 
MY DEAR SISTER, 

A tew days since, I wrote my 
friends from Fort Pitt; in tears 
and sorrow. I wish now to un- 
bosom myself to you. It is some 
relief under piercing sorrow to pour 
our grief into the bosom of our 
friends, and to teel that we have 
those who really sympathize with 
us under our afflictions. God is 
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his righteous providence has remov- 
ed my best, my nearest earthly 
friend. If I should indulge the 
crief of my soul, this letter would 
contain nothing bat my lamenta- 
tions; my heart bleeds afresh when 
} reflecton my loss. My fair, my 
delightful prospects have faded ; 
the most tender ties are suddenly 
broken, beiore | had said all | had 
wished, fondly expecting to meet 
acain. O my Sister! these are 
feelings my heart never betore ex- 
pericnced ; my heart almost failed 
me in the tender scene of part- 
ing, which in prospect was but for 
qa little while—but we meet no 
more in time. If 1 had not a 
God to go to, who I know is a 
prayer-hearing God, I! tear my 
heart and flesh would fail. My 
consolation is far from being in 
this world, and blessed be God, I 
think I can say, he bas not left me 
to murmur or repine, but helps me 
to acquiescence, and rather fills my 
soul with wonder and admiration 
for all his providential dealings 
with me since the first transports 
of my grief. | have been viewing 
the many circumstances which ap- 
pear to me to have been mercitul- 
ly ordered to alleviate and miti- 
gate this sore visitation. Ifl had 
postponed marrying to some future 
day, aS was once proposed, and 
Mary had died inmy absence, it 
might have been impossible to have 
pursuaded me but that anxiety had 
preyed upon her cdnstitution. I 
should never have forgiven myself. 
Or if I had removed with her to 
this country, and she had died soon 
aller, the circumstance would have 
distressed me more, for her friends 
would hardly have been persuaded 
but that she had taken too much at 
heart her parting with them. Al- 
though the shock was greater by 
the suddenness of her death, yet it 
has much affected me that the 
Mast High should deal so tenderly 
with her; that when he had deter- 
Mined to gall her home to himself, 
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it was almost without pain, and 
without giving her very suscepti- 
ble heart any time for anxious 
thought about me. It would have 
been much more distressing, had she 
been for some time exercised with 
severe pain, and. been anxious 
respecting me ; but she fell a- 
sleep in Jesus. ‘This belief has 
raised my thoughts and = affec- 
tions more above ; they are less on 
the things of this world than ever 
they were betore. i began to 
think that I was living too much 
for my dear wife: my object and 
pursuit was to make her comforta- 
ble. and provide tora family. She 
divided my wavering mind, and 
left but balf for God. It has been 
for some time one subject of my 
petition at the Throne of Grace, 
that | might be weaned from a too 
eager pursuit after riches and 
honours, and that my heavenly 
Father, who knows what is best 
for me, would grant me but to say, 
thy will be done. But Oh! how 
little did I think that this would be 
his will, or that when be gave me 
the wife of my bosom, that this 
would be the way he would take 
to wean me from this world. My 
wife is gone, ard with her the at- 
tachment I had to earthly objects. 
Ot what God has biessed me with, 
she wants none: I am willing to 
leave all for the comfort of my 
friends, and when it is God’s will, 
bid you adieu, to join my kindred 
spirit above. lL am determined to 
set about trimming my lamp. I 
wish to stand ready at a moment’s 
warning, and if through condes 
scending love, and rich mercy, my 
soul should be numbered amongst 
the blessed, wili not the spirit of 
my dear departed wile be amongst 
the first to welcome to the happy 
and blissful regions of immortality 
the partner she so soon and so sud- 
denly lett behind. ‘his is a de- 
lightful thought, and I hope we may 
indulge it. Oh my sisters! what 
a consolation it is that we 
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hope to meet our dear departed 
friends once more, and in a state 
where ** we shall see his face, and 
never, never sin.’ I pray for 
grace to enable and make me 
willing to do and suffer what God 
designs for me, and to wait all the 
days of my appointed time until my 
change come. 

In my lonely moments [am _ ru- 
minating on the scene that passed 
whilst we were blessed with each 
others company: when we have 
been musing an evening we have 
frequently sung this psalm, which 
she pointed out: 


O God of mercy hear my call, 
My load of guilt remove, 

Break down the separating wail 
That bars me from thy love. 


Vhe request is more than granted. 
Not only tbe wall of sin is broken 
down, but the partition removed-— 
the whole fabrick taken out of the 
way; and she no more sees through 
a glass darkly, but beholds ber 
Saviour face to face, 


Beyond, beyond this lower sky, 
Up where eternal ages roll, 

Where solid pleasures never die, 
And fruits immortal feast the soul. 


Tt is my petition at the throne of 
Grace, that this bereavement may 
be sanctified in a special manner, 
for the good of my own soul, and 
also for that of my dear relations. 
I feel much for my dear sisters, Bet- 
sey and Sarah, who have sustain- 
ed a loss, that nothing but the 
divine blessing can repair. If the 
ruin sin has made is but repaired 
by this stroke, we shall together 
bless God through eternity for his 
wonderful works to the children of 
men. My dearsister, Thope you 
may not soon be cailed to mourn a 
loss of the like kind, but neverthe- 
Jess, endeavour to feel willing to 
give up afl to your Heavenly Father 
whenever he shall call. My sister 
Hannah [ know is a mourner, but 


od 


forever blessed be God, she may 


[Serr 


hope to meet her friend above ; te}! 
her to frequently visit her sisters 
in law, Betsey and Sarah, and ad. 
minister consolation by turning 
their thoughts above. Peter I lef 
well ; and I shall endeavour to pro. 
videfor and be a brother and father to 
him. ‘Lo that God who is able to 
make us wise to salvation, and 
bring us all to meet at last in the 
mansions ahove, | commit and com. 
mend myself, with my friends. 
and take my affectionate leave. 
EBENEZER FROTHINGHAM. 

P.S. Allmy brothers and sisters 

are affectionately thought of. 
(To be concluded.) 


For the Christian Spectator. 


On false resignation ta the prospeet 
of death. 


Iv is exceedingly common to 
judge of the moral character of men 
and their condition in a future 
world, from their dying exercises, 
There is so much that is solemn ia 
the event of death, so many in- 
ducements to be honest with our- 
selves and the world at that awful 
hour, that we feel as if the tongue 
would of course make its last state- 
ment without equivocation. Our 
natural feelings are all enlisted in 
favour of the future happiness of 
the dying ; and especially in the 
case of our friends, we are ready 
to analyze every expression and 
every look to find some evidence 
that they were prepared for their 
final hour; and when we see them 
die calmly and peacefully, profess- 
ing the most unqualified resigna- 
tion, and if may be, uttering the 
Janguage of transport and triumph, 
we feel convicted of something like 
cruel suspicion, if we indulge the 
reflection that after all it is posst- 
ble they may not have died the 
death of the righteous. Though 
there may be much evidence from 
other causes that their peaceful and 
joyful exercises were the result of 
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a delusion, our feelings incline 

>to a contrary opinion. Reason 
is taken captive by the sensibilities 
of our nature, and in spite of her 
sober decisions, we cannot avoid 
connecting the tranquillity of the 
Jeath bed with the joys of immor- 
tality. 

The principal design of the fol- 
lowing remarks, is to shew that this 
standard, by which we are prone to 
judge of the character and condi- 
tion of men, Is In many instances 
altogether deceptive ;—and that the 
mere fact that a person leaves the 
world in an apparently tranquil 
state of mind, is by no means to be 
admitted as certain evidence that 
he is a true christian. ‘There are 
various kinds of spurious resigna- 
tion, which ortginate in different 
causes, some of which will be enu- 
merated. 

A person may be in astate of 
mind, which may be mistaken by 
himself and others for christian re- 
signation, when he is, in fact, sunk 
deep in stupidity. Without any 
view of his own sins, or the extent 
and spirituality of God’s law, or 
the tremendous sanctions by which 
it is enforced, he has no practical 
impression of the terrours by wh - 
his Situation is attended. tle 
not alarmed, even though he is 
iggy: on the threshold of hell; 

’ he is gropis ng in the dark, nisil 
is utterly tse nsible of the prospect 
which opens before him. ‘his in- 
difference he mistakes tor the calm- 

ness of the dying christian. His 
friend S. case! * to gat rer consol: att On 
from his last words, approach his 
aying bed, and ask him, tf he is 
willing to depart ; and in afl the 
stupidity of an unawakened sinner, 
without leveling any thing of the 
burden of eur it, or the pi ‘eclOU: SS 
ofa Re vicie, “ articulates ‘ Yes, 
How slender is that evidence of 
prety which ts collected from a few 
Broken accents, that fall from a 
tongue faultering in death. How 
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discovers itself only in a single an- 
swer to a iriend, whose heart is 
bleeding with agony, to find some 
evidence that the object of tts af- 
fection is not lost forever. 

2. There is another class of per- 
sons who manifest a kind of resigna- 
tion at the approach of death, that 
has iis foundation in a certain na- 
tive heroism of character. These 
persons are of course without any 
just views of their own condition 
and prospects ;—for there is no one 
so brave as not to be appalled, 
when the Spirit of God exhibits to 
his view the terrours of the world 


tocome. They meet death with a 


kind of philosophical coolness, 
which often deceives the multitude, 
white it makes the christian shud- 
der. They seem indeed to be mar- 
<éiawam supported in the final 
conflict, and they often leave the 
worid with some panne tnate expres- 
sions of resignation ; but if you 
could look into the went chambers 
of the soul, you would find nothing 
of the consolations of the true chris- 
tian. 

Many persons in their last 
moments, manifest a willingness to 
die because they know that death 
is inevitable. They have flattered 
themselves perbaps that the mala- 
dy with which they are afilicted ts 
not incurable, until they see death 
staring them in the face. They 
are now unwilling deliberately to 
reilect upon their situation as con- 
demned sinners, because such re- 
flections are accompanied with 
anxiety and alarm, and awaken tin 
their tuinds fearful forebodings of a 
future retribution. Rather than 
submit to the painful process of con- 
viction of gut ‘It, and to the terrible 
disclosures to which a little self 
examination might lead, they force 
themselves intoa kind of unnatura} 
belief that they are willing to die ; 
and on this sandy foundation they 
rest their hope of eternal happi- 
ness.——Under the influence of this 
delusion, they often exhibit great 


ae eee’ 
tS EO Bie ne ONE TS aed 


ee a 


ee 


Nee 





















* 
J 


See 
ean? 






— = sii 
ie PA gee 


~ Sa " _ on 7 . - 
mot . i : . C 2 * 
eS See LS ne Stic eee — 
= .: a a - * ‘ a Tao8. - “4 7 ie ~ 
“ i 7 y soe els re gh a - ye ar : 5 iz L, TIRE 
= Sa > —" we > af on cs r oh os - 






a we a as 5. ee es 


adit ag! 


2 et 


— 


i. 
if re 
; is 
18 1 
a4 > ee 
+e (ia + 
i 
} a 
Bae 
i ee 
») oe 
2 i 
a! Y, ° 
ee ae 
> 
Se ty # 
fm 
‘ef 5 . 
| Bt *¢. 
‘ae 
a te 
tie | 
7! . 
4 


— = 
iieratie that 


or 
~ 


4 
ae Bote 2 eee en ie 
a acd Ao oe - 
7 ~e2 << 
— se ee ee * od 


— - ~s “ 
pots, eS 
. = Mae a 
ee ita Ps 


cts 2 





—_ 
+ eee 





wee 





“ae a Car, s 
re + 










See 


- er Ee 


-— 


nee weet 





ng ae OL 





ETT Cw g 
" 


~~ 





ee a 
=e f 
p ‘ 4 


oe - = oy % 
a Se 


a 
2 a 
RS REE TO ae 





es 


. — 


—— 


456 Of false Resignation in the Prospect of Death. Serr, 





serenity of mind, and utter many 
expressions which shed composure 


aud comfort over the hearts of 


surviving friends. 

4. There are others who are re- 
signed to the prospect of death, be- 
cause they view it as a release from 
bodily pain. The convulsions and 
struggles which precede dissolu- 
tion, are often so severe that the 
firmest fortitude sinks beneath 
them. Nature, borne down by a 
weight of distress that 1s nearly in- 
supportable, eagerly pants for a re- 
lease ; and ina moment of over- 
whelming agony seems to welcome 
death as a friendly messenger. It 
cannot be doubted that expressions 
often fall from the lips of persons 
in these distressing circumstances, 
whicb are erroneously interpreted 
to be the language of pious resigna- 
tion. But so far from having any 
thing of the nature of this christian 
grace, they are nothing better than 
the workings of impatience, or at 
best, than an involuntary tribute to 
re weakness of nature. 

There is another class who 
meet death with composure, on ac- 
count of having false or inadequate 
views of religious truth. It ts easy 
to conceive that a person may frame 
to himself a system of religion, 
which shall exclude ever y thing, that 
is calculated to alarm the sianer in 
the prospect of death. It is also 
conceivable that this system may 
be adopted with such unwavering 
conviction, and exert so strong a 
practical influence on the character 
that in the actual approach of death 
he may find himself fortified in a 
good degree against its terrours, 
A man, for instance, who firmly 
believes the doctrine of universal 
salvation, must, in order to be con- 
sistent with bis own principles, an- 
ticipate death with tranquillity ; 
for what is there in the king of ter- 
rours to shake the firmness of him, 
who is fully persuaded that the 
most vicious and abandoned life 
will be rewarded with an eternity 








of glory! Another may have a. 
dopted a system of religion, which 
does not recognise the lost state of 
man, and the “necessity of his ! peing 
renewed by the Holy Spirit—a SVS- 
tem which makes man his own say. 
iour, and brings down the price of 
eternal life to a few pitiful, imper- 
fect deeds of charity. Here too 
there 1s an antidote, furnished a- 
gainst the terrours of death. There 
is no doubt that a dying man may 
derive a kind of consslution from 
such a system of faith, and from 
many others of a similar kind, if 
he can bring himself under their 
practical influence. How fearful 
and yet how natural is the conclu- 
sion, that multitudes have probably 
left the world, with the fullest con- 
fidence that they had complied with 
the requisitions of the gospel, but 
have found their delusions vanish- 
ing before the overwhelming light 
of ete rnity ! 

6. It is common for persons who 
have spent their lives in sinful in- 
dulgence, on the approach of death, 
to view it with alarm and terrour. 
They are exhorted by their pious 
friends to endeavour to yain deep 
and practical views of their own 
cult, to repent of their sins, and 
believe in Christ. After a little 
season of distressing anxiety, you 
may often find them professing their 
willingness to depart, and appar- 
ently exhibiting a triumphant con- 
fidence in the Redcemer. It is not 
indeed for us to decide in any given 
case that the person who leaves the 
world under these circumstances, !s 
not really renewed in the temper 
of his mind. That charity which 
hopeth all things will doubtless 
prompt to the most favourable coa- 
struction of all that falls from the 
lips of a dying man. But when 
we come to view the subject in the 
light of reason and observation, itis 
hardly possible to resist the cou- 
clusion that the operations. of fan- 
cy are often mistaken for the exer- 
cises of faith; and that many o} 
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these closing scenes, so full of trans- 
port and ecstasy, are nothing more 
than splendid delusions. In how 
mary imstances do we see persons 
‘ybealth suddenly alarmed; fora 
while oppressed with the burden of 
ain, then exhibiting In a high de- 
sree, the transports of hope, and at 
‘he next vibration of feeling, as 
eareless, as giddy, and as much in- 
‘roxicated with earthly vanity as ev- 
oy. Hew often when these exer- 
eises have been witnessed on a sick 
ved, and followed by an unex- 
pected deliverance from death, are 
we compelled to make the lamenta- 
bie reflection that the last end of 
that man is worse than the first ; 
and that what we were wont to con- 
sider the germ of piety, which 
looked so fair and flourishing, amidst 
the pains of a dangerous disease, 
since the sun of returning health 
nd prosperity is up, bas withered 
away. Is it not reasonable to be- 
lieve that multitudes whose hope of 
salvation is connected witb a death- 
bed repentance, leave wuch com- 
fort bebind to their surviving rela- 
tives, while they carry none along 
with them into eternity ! 

The use which L would make of 
these observations, is to suggest a 
caution in regard to the opinion 
which we form of death bed exer- 
cises. Are we not too apt to con- 
sider them, without a = suflicient 
knowledge of their peculiar char- 
acter, as decisive of true piety ? 
When we pronounce with confi- 
dence, concerning the good estate 
of the man, who has been a profli- 
gate all his life, but has exhibited 
some symptoms of penitence on his 
dving bed, are we not in danger of 
encouraging others tosin, upon the 
presumption that a few sighs or 
‘ears just in the action of death will 
stone for al] their guilt, and secure 
‘hea a certain passage into the 
orldof glory. It is true indeed 
iat * the righteous hath bope in his 
ceath.’ Our religion is essentially 
asystem of consolation ; and eve- 

Vol, J—No. TX, Be 
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ry one whose life is controlled by 
its influence, has a right to expect 
that he shall share in its comforts in 
his departing hour. But there is no 
reason to belteve, in ordinary cases, 
that religion will scatter her bless- 
ings around the dying bed ot the 
man, whose life has been a per- 
petual violation of her plainest dic- 
tates. Whatever of tranquillity or 
transport may appear in his last 
exercises, is at best of a doubtiul 
character. Norcan we think more 
charitably of that kind of resigna- 
tion, which is built on mistaken 
and tundamentally erroneous views 
of divine truth. The fact that a 
man who rejects the great doctrines 
of christianity, and substitutes the 
grossest errours, can breathé out 
his life, with composure, furnishes 
no evidence of the safety of such in- 
fatuated conduct. One of the fruits 
of genuine piety is indeed an hum- 
ble and joyful resignation in the 
view of death; but it becomes us 
to remetiber that this resignation 
has its counterfeits, and that unless 
we yield our lives and hearts to the 
purifying influence of the gospel 
while we live, we have no right to 
expect that we shall experience its 
consoling influence when we die. 
MONENS. 


For the Christian Spectator. 

Remarks on John x. 34—36., 

Jesus answered them, Is it not written 
in your law, [I said, Ye are gods? If he 
called them gods, unto whom the word of 
God came, and the scriptures cannot be 
broken; say ye of him, whom the Father 
hath sanctified, and sent into the world, 
Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am 
the Son of God? 

Not only Arians and Socinians, 
but many learned and pious Trini- 
tarians, suppose that Christ is here 
reasoning with the Jews, on princi- 
ples which they could not but read- 
ily acknowledge. Magistrates, they 
observe, are in scripture called 
gods. ‘This title, it is supposed, is 
given them because, in the exercise 
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of their powers of office, they re- 
semble the dominion of God, and 
because they derive their authority 
from him. If then magistrates are 
called gods in the scriptures, the 
Jews could with no colour of rea- 
son accuse him of blasphemy, 
whom the Father had consecrated 
Messiah, and sent into the world, to 
execute the powers of that office, 
merely because be said, J am the 
Son of God. This they consider as 
ihe true import of our Saviour’s 
reasoning on this occasion ; and if 
they are correct, it must be acknow- 
Jedged that no argument in favour 
of the divinity of Jesus Christ can 
be derived from these verses. They 
are given up to the Antitrinitarians ; 
and thus, probably, is placed in 
their hands a greater advantage 
than they can obtain from any oth- 
er passage in the New Testament. 

I cannot but consider the above 
explanation as the effect of inatten- 
tion; and am fully persuaded that 
our Saviour’s words not only admit, 
but require a very different con- 
struction. 

In support of this opinion, I sub- 
mit the following remarks. 

I. It is evident that our Saviour 
spake these words in answer to an 
allegation brought against him by 
the Jews. They bad accused him 
of blasphemy. ‘The grounds of this 
accusation the Evangelist states in 
the preceding context. Jesus had 
said, I and my Father are one.—- 
This declaration filled the Jews with 
indignation, and they took up stones 
to stone him. Jesus, with his ac- 
customed mildness, replied; Many 

ood works have I shewed you from 
my Father ; for which of those works 
do ye stone me ? The Jews answer- 
ed, For a good work we stone thee 
not; but fur blasphemy; and be- 
cause, that thou being a mun makest 
thyself God. In what sense the 
Jews understood our Saviour when 
he said, I and my Father are one, 
we may learn by comparing this 
verse with John vy. 18: Therefore 


[Serr, 


the Jews sought the more to kill him 
because he not only had broken the 
Sabbath, but said also that God was 
his Father, making himself c+ ua} 
with God. Christ had said tha: 
God was wra2tcpe soiov—-—his own pro- 
per Father——-his Father in so pecul. 
iar and eminent a sense as implied 
equality in authority, power and 
operation with God. In this sense 
he was evidently understood by the 
Jews. At Jeast it is certain that 
they professed thus to understand 
him. They well knew that their 
magistrates were in scripture called 
gods. They themselves called God 
their Father-—-We be not born of 


fornication, said they, we have one 


Father, even God—Jobn viii. 41. 
They could not with the least con- 
sistency accuse Christ of blasphe- 
my tor calling God bis father ia any 
similar sense. They must have 
understood him as claiming divinity 
without restriction. Nothing short 
of this could be making himself e- 
qual with God. Hence they said, 
for a good work we stone thee not, 
but for blasphemy, and because that 
thou being @ man, makest thyself 
God. And had they been called 
upon to justify themselves for at- 
tempting to stone Christ to death, 
doubtless they would have pleaded 
the law of Moses——Lev. xxiv. 16— 
He that blasphemeth the name of the 
Lord, shall surely be put to death ; 
and all the congregation shall cer- 
tainly stone him. This, without 
doubt, was the crime charged by 
the Jews against our Savtour. 

If then Christ, in bis reply, did 
not claim to be truly God, agreea- 
bly to the accusation of the Jews, 
he must have given to them an eva- 
sive answer. They had accused 
him of blasphemy, because being 4 
man he made himself God. His 
conversation with them on many 
occasions, directly led them to be- 
lieve that he did advance this claim. 
And in fact he did do it—he thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God 
To suppose then that he answere¢ 


a 
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them, by only claiming to be the 
Son of God, in the sense in which 
they called themselves the sons of 
God, or in which their magistrates 

were called gods, is to suppose that 
he refused to meet their accusation 
—that he waved a direct answer— 
and that (admitting the truth of bis 
divinity,) he left them under una- 
yoidable erroneous impressions on 
that important subject: a conduct 
which no true christian will ever 
impute to the divine Redeemer. 

2. It cannot be adinitted that ma- 
gistrates indiscriminatety are called 
gods in the scriptures. No where 
in the sacred writings are the kings 
of the Gentiles honoured wiih that 
title: nor any other magistrates ex- 
cepting those to whom the word of 
God came; 2. e. those who reigned 
over the church of Israel. On ex- 
amination it will, I am persuaded, 
be found to be the fact, that the ru- 
lers of God’s ancient covenant peo- 
ple are exclusively called gods.— 
For this peculiar distinction, I can 
assign but a single reason. The 
kings of Israel, in their official cha- 
racter, were types of hii who is 
King of kings and Lord of lords; 
and, as is usual in scripture, the 
type and its antitype are called by 
the same name. 

It has been said that typology is 
adeep in which a man may easily 
be drowned; and undoubtedly it 
may be carried to an extravagant 
and dangerousextreme. but when 
I find the kings of Usrael often cal- 
led the Lord’s anointed ; when I 
find the name Messiah oiten given 
them; I am constrained to admit 
that they were types of Christ. And 
When I find the name David, evi- 


dently used for Christ the son of 


David, asin Jeremiah xxx. 9, and 
Ezekiel xxxiv. 23, and xxxvii. 24& 
25, | must suppose that David, the 
son of Jesse and king of Israel, was 
an evident type of Christ. Indeed, 
if the priestly office of our Saviour 

was typified by the Levitical priest- 
hood, as appears from the epistle to 


the Hebrews, [I must admit that his 
kingly office was also ty pitied by 
the kingly office established in Is- 
rael; and of course that the 
rulers of the Jewish church were 
called gods, solely as types of bim 
who thought it not robbery to be e- 
gual with God. 

3. It is further to be observed, 
that as every type must have its 
antitype, so every type contains a 
prediction. It isa prefiguration of 
something - future—a prophecy of 
its anlitype; and the existence of 
the antitype is truly a fulfilment of 
scripture prophecy. This is evi- 
dent from John xix. 36: These 
things were done that the scripture 
should be fulfilled. A bone of him 
shall not be broken. The circum- 
stance that the soldiers did not break 
a bone of our Saviour, when they 
broke the legs of tbe two thieves, 
who were crucitied with him, is here 
expressly said to be a fulfilment of 
scripture. Yet thisevent was only 
foretold inits type. It was a com- 
mmand respecting the paschal Lamb, 
that not a bone of it should be bro- 
ken. ‘That this Lamb was an emi- 
nent type of Christ will not be dis- 
puted. Il add, the preservation of 
our Saviour’s bones from fracture 
was a fulfilment of a prophecy con- 
tained only in the ordinance, re- 
specting the Lamb just mentioned. 

We are then here assured that 
types are prophecies; as prefigura- 
tions they predict their antitypes. 
With the preceding observations 
kept in view, I proceed more par- 
ticularly to attend to the words of 
our Saviour under consideration. 

Jesus answered them, is at not 
written in your law, I said ye are 
Gods. 

The word Jaw is here used, as it 
repeatedly is in John’s gospel, ina 
general sense for the Jewish scrip- 
tures. 1 said ye are Gods, is a quo- 
tation from Psalm Ixxxiil. 6. The 
whole Psalm is an address to the 
magistrates of Israel, in which their 
duty is enjoined, their ignorance 
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and wickedness reproved, and their 
approaching doom foretold. J have 
said ye are Gods ; and all of you the 
children of the Most High. But 
ye shall die like men, and fall like 
one of the princes. Though dignt 
fied with the honorable title of Gods, 
as types of my anointed Son, yet 
you are but frail men, and shall be 
cast down, froin your exalted beigiht, 
like one of the princes of heathen 
nations. 

Having quoted the passage, our 
Saviour proceeds, If he called them 
gods, unto whom the word of God 
came, and the scriptures cannot be 
broken ; say ye of him whom the Fa- 
ther hath sunctified, ond sent into 
the world, thou blasphemest, because 
f said, I am the Son of God—-i. e. 
If the kings and rulers in Israel are 
by the § ‘pirit of inspiration called 
gods, because they typified the 
great Messiah—because they pre- 


figured and predicted the King of 


> then Messiah 
must be truly God; for the scrip- 
tures cannot be broken—the type 
must have its antitype; and the 
antitype of those who were typical 
gods, must be truly God. There- 
tore itis highly abs surd for you Jews, 

to say of him, Ww hom the Father 
hath consecrated Messiah—*‘ whom 
he hath distinguished from all oth- 
ers—made pre-eminently above 
them, and sent into the world,’’ 
thou blisphermest, because he said, 
fam the Son of God. ‘The above 
view ot this passage appears to me 
supportec, by the preceding obser- 
vations ; and for aught I can see, 

iss*the only construction that can 
exhibit any connection between the 
clause, and the scriptures cannot be 
broken, and the other parts of our 
Saviour’s argument. Indeed I find 
those, whether Antitrinitarians, or 
not, who do not admit the construc- 
tion just given, taking no notice of 
this clause, and in fact virtually ex- 
punging it from the text. Nor do 
{ see what use they can make of it, 
" ithout ceiving up their favorite ex- 
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I further observe that the cop. 
struction now givens confirmed by 
what our Saviour immediately adds, 
Ij I do not the works of my F ather. 
believe me not. But cf I do, though 
ye believe not me, believe the works 
that ye may know and believe, thut 
the Father is in me, and f in hi 

iliese words are a continuation ¥ 
the same reply of our Saviour jo 
the Jews ; and contain an appeal 
to bis miracles, as a justification of 
his claims. ‘* If Ido not periorm 
as great and glorious works, and in 
as godlike a manner as could be ex- 
pected Irom my Father himself, | 
do not require you to believe me, 
when | assert, that | am the Son of 
God. But if, (as ye cannot deny) 
Ido such works as none but God 
can perform, and ina manner truly 
divine, though ye believe not my 
words, vet admit the evidence of 
my miracles, which plainly prove 
that the Father is in ine, and I in 
him—that we are one in nature 
and essence.’’? Ali this is forcible, 
if Christ intended to claim equality 
with the Father; but of no force if 
ue only meant he was the Son ot 
God in an infinitely inferior sense. 


SENEX. 


For the Christian Spectator. 
On the Jewish Synagogue. 

Ir is known to every one, wlio 
is acquainted with the New Testa- 
ment, that Christ and bis apostles 
paid a profound respect to the servi- 
cesand worship of the Jewish syna- 
gogue. = [t is said of our agent 
in the commencement of his pu 
lic ministry, that ** his exstom w as,” 
to go * into the synagogue oD the 
Sabbath day.’’* And he said of 
bimseli, the same night in which lie 
was betrayed, ‘+ I ever taught a 
the synagogue, and tn the temple. i 
It is M ty written of Paul, that 
while he abode at ey ‘+ he 
reasoned in the synagogue, every 


Sabbath.’ tT 


* Luke, iv. 16. + John, xviii. 24 
j Acts, xviu. 4. 











On 7 


1820. | 


It is certain drom these passages, 
that the synagogue, if not divinely 
instituted, was at least divinely ap- 
proved. [It was sanctioned by the 
hichest authority possible, It must 
furnish therefore a subicet of inves- 
ication, which will not fail to in- 
‘evest every enlightened christion. 

Vy remarks wil! be directed, 

i. To the origin, 

fl. Lo the services, and 


Hf. ‘To the principal offeers of 


the Jewish synagogue. 
It is likely that the Jews, from 


> . . ’ 


the earliest period of thetr h 

were accustomed toassembie on the 
Sabbath, and at other stated sea- 
sons, for the purposes of relight r.Q 


— san 
PSLOFYS 9 


+ 


stl it does not appear that syna- 
FOgUES, in the 
sense of the term, were establistied 
among them, till after the captivity. 
The reading of the law, was an es- 
sential pert of the synagogue ser- 
vice.” But it ts difficult to account 
jor a number of tacts, recorded in 
ihe earlier part of the Jewish his- 
‘ory, on supposition that the law 
was then frequently and statedly 
read among them. When Jehosi- 
aphat sent teachers” throughout 
Judea, to instruct the people in 
the law of God, they were obliged 
fo carry the book of the law with 
And when a copy of the 
iaw was found by Hilkiah in the 
femple, its contents would not 
have surprised him, or the King, bad 
vooks of that nature been common 
‘nN those times.t “hese facts sut- 
Hiciently shew, that the law was not 


more appropriate 


hem.4 


When the Shunuammite proposed to go 

the prophet, on the decease of her 
Child, her husband, who knew not that 
the child was dead, replied, ‘* wherctore 
wilt thou go to him to day ? It is neither 
“ew moon, nor the Sabbath.” (2 Kings, 
Iv. 23.) ‘This answer imphed, that on the 
new moons and Sabbuths, the pious in Isra- 
ei were accustomed to assemble betore 
the prophets for instruction. 

“itis a common saying among the 
fews, that where there is no book of the 
‘aw, there can be no synagogue.’ Pri- 
deaux’s Connex. Vol. 2, p. 155. 


2 Chron, xvii. 9. + Sec 2 Kings, xxi. 
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statedly read, and that synagogues 
Were notinstitated among the Jews, 
til! after their caplivity at Baby- 
lon. 

in the days of Nehemiah, we are 
informed of a public reading and eX- 
position of of God. ‘Thits 
solemn service was performed by 
fizra, and ! 
appointed to assist him.* ‘The 
good exects which fiowed from 


4} ) * 
Lilie baw 


those elders who were 


It, connected with the eviis which 
were known to have resulfed trom 
a contrary course, prooaivy ied at 
his time to the conc: mi, that 


such seasons oucht to be more tre- 


quently obsel ved. pIIMEs tes: 


43 


aiter this, the law became a subject 
of general atlention and study. 
Was frequenily and poids liek} I": ad, 
rusaiem, butip other 
the Jews. -Most likety it 
Was read at frst, asitbad been by 
hizra, in the upen streets. But the 
inconvenicnce of tits method Leing 
severely itclt, publick buildings 
were soon erected, in which the 
service periormed.——Such, it 
may be was the origin 
of the synuxzogue.] 

‘These places oi public instrue- 
tion were eilerwards c reatly miuiti 
plied. ot, 
there 


Ho’ omy mM ve 


cities of 


’ ae ‘ 
Uy peor Uy, 


4 Dc iH 7 4 
According to Livott 


Hay four s 


were in Ou; true, 
res ° ° } ! F _ 9 a aro aa! a , 
§ There ts indeed a psalm, supposed { 
have becn written daurme ntivit 
wiich speaks of the synagogues of Judea 


as having been consume by & 


But °* 3. the word here rendcred syriae 
o was 


gogues is in the fourth verse, translated 


congregations. It may mean any «assei~ 
olies, or place $ O1 assembling. in the Ppuse 
cace under consideration, some suppose it 
to signify the courts of ibe temple ; others 
the WpsT Uy Ub, or enclasures for prayer; 
and others, those eonsecralte d pluces, where 
God had formerly met with the patriarchs, 
(See Prideaux’s Connex. vol. mu. p. 177, 
and Vitringa de Syn. Vet. tom. 1. p. 405.) 
There is at least no necessily of suppo- 
sing it to mean synagozucs, sa the sense 
i which this word was aiterwards used, 

* Nehemiah, vill. 

+ This account of the 
Je wish synagogue Is agreeable to those ot 
land, Viiringa, Mrideaux, 


' 
Cruden, & 


1 iin of the 


Spencer, K 


Parkhurst, 
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four hundred and eighty syna- 
gogues in the city of Jerusalem.{ 

The services of the synagogue, 
which are next to be considered, 
consisted of prayers, reading the 
scriptures, explaining them, and 
preaching-—The Jews have litur- 
gies, in which are contained all the 
forms of prayer prescribed for the 
synagogue. The best of these 
forms are those which they call by 
way of distinction Mwy TDW, or 
the eighteen prayers. It is pre- 
tended by some, that these were 
composed and instituted by Ezra. 
They certainly are very ancient; 
for they are spoken of in the Mish- 
na, as old settled forms. Probably 
the most of them were used in the 
time of our Saviour, and are the 
very forms in which he united when 
he worshiped in the synagogue. 
To these eighteen prayers, the 
Jews have since added a multitude 
of forms, which render this part of 
their instituted service long and 
burdensome.* 

The second part of the syna- 
gzogue service was the reading of 
the scriptures. This was for many 
years confined exclusively to the 
law. The five books of Moses 
were divided into as many sections 
as their year contained weeks, and 
one section was read in public, 
every Sabbath. This continued to 
be the constant practice, till the 
time of Antiochus’ persecution. 
At this period, the reading of the 
Jaw was prohibited; and _ those 
books which they collectively de- 
nowimated the prophets were substi- 
tuted in its stead. These furnish- 
ed the only lessons, till the reading 
of the law was restored by the 
Maccabees. Atter this period, the 
law and the prophets were both 
read iu the synagogues; the first 
lesson being taken from the former, 
and the second from the laiter. In 
t Chorographical Century, Cap.xxxvi. 

* Our Saviour, it will be recollected, 
censured their prayers, as betig too long. 
Matt. xxi 14. 


this manner the service seems to 
have been performed in the days of 
the apostles. f 

The third part of the synagogue 
service consisied in explaining the 
scriptures, and preaching. The 
scriptures were explained to the 
people, assoonasread. When the 
exposition was concluded, there 
was an opportunity for preaching 
In both the ways here mentioned, 
onr Saviour seems to have taught 
in the synagogues. When he came 
to Nazareth, his own city, he was 
called on, as a member of that syn- 
agogue, to read the lesson for the 
day outof the prophets. And hay- 
ing read it, he sat down and ex. 
pounded it, after the manner of the 
Jews.* Inall other synagogues, of 
which be was not a member, he 
waited ull the scriptures had been 
read and explained, and then taught 
the people in sermons.f Thus 
Paul was invited to preach in the 
synagogue at Antioch, ** after the 
reading of the Jaw and the proph- 
ets.” 'T 

At the close of every synagogue 
service, a blessing was pronounced. 
This was done by a priest, if any 
of this order were present = [f not, 
it was pronounced by the chief rule: 
of the synagogue. 

Synagogue services were per- 
formed every week, on Monday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, which is 
the Jewish Sabbath; and _ three 
times on each of these days. In 
this, they conformed to the prac- 
tice of the ancient Israelites, who 
invariably offered up their prayers 
three times a duy.& 

There seem to have been two 
orders of minisiers, attached to the 
Jewish synagogue, each of which 
was admitted isto office by the im- 
position of hands. The first ase 
denominated in the New ‘Testa- 
nent Apyicwayaya, rulers of the 


t See Acts sii. 15. 

* Luke, iv. 1622. See Mark i. 3°. 
John vi. 59. &e. t Acts, xin. 15. 

> Pealia, lv. 17, Dan. vi. 10. 
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synagogue. One of them (for more 
than one were connected with every 
synagogue,) was selected to offer 
up the public prayers. This, on 
account of his office, was called the 
angel of his congregation.|| Besides 
the rulers of the synagogue, there 
were inferior ministers or deacons, 
who had charge of the books and 
sacred utensils. It was to one of 
these that our Saviour banded the 
book, when he had finished reading 
his section of the prophets.{] In 
every synagogue there was also an 
interpreter. His business was to 
render what was read from the 
Hebrew scriptures into the vul- 
gar dialect of the Jews. 

I conclude this short history of 
the Jewish synagogue, with the 
two following very obvious re- 
marks : 

| In allusion to this, the leading elders of 
the seven churches in Asia, are denomina- 


ied angels of those churches. Rey. ii. 1. &e. 


I. There is a great similarity be- 
tween the order and service of the 
ancient synagogue, and the usual 
order and service of gospel church- 
es. Would it be unjust to suppose, 
that the latter were, in many res- 
pects, copied from the former ?* 

I], We Jearn the importance ot 
frequent and stated seasons tor 
public worship and_ instruction, 
Previous to the establishment of the 
synagogue among the Jews, how 
prone were they to the idolatry of 
the heathen? Subsequent to this 
event, how rootedly were they 
averse toit? Were our synagogues, 
our sacred assemblies, to be done 
away, bow seon would the land be 
deluged with idolatry, infidelity, 
scepticism, and atheism! 


P. 


* Christian assemblies are, in the New 
Testament denominated synagogues. “hi 
there come into your (yvaze7z0"  syna- 
gogue, a man with a gold ring,” &c. 
(James 31. 2.) 








IMuScetlaneousy, 


To the Editor of the Christian Spectator. 
Sik, 

Tuerr is one class of very con- 
stant attendants upon public wor- 
ship, in many, perhaps f might say, 
in most of Our congregalions, whose 
laudable zeal and exemplary punc- 
tuality. appear to have been hither- 
to unaccountably overlooked by 
your numerous correspondents. | 
allude to the sleek and the shaczy, 
the greater and the smaller penatles, 
or household gods of our country. 
I dare say, Mr. Eaitor, you must 
gotten with your own eyes, have 
seen these sure forerunners of fash- 
ion and beauty, as well as of plain 
rusticity. hastening uuribus erectis, 
to greet one another in the pre- 
cincts of the Sanctuary, With many 


a courtec alo 


' t 
Try i ty : | Tiyan tir 
ae Ty 2g yai si «be ; 
“ , » 


~ 


vat 
aw 


were assembling for worship on the 
Sabbath. Lf can assure you, sir, 
that although my observation has 
been limited, | have seen all this 
and more; so that when I happer 
to spend a Sabbath in a strange 
place, [can generally fancy the 
whole scene that is to be acted, 
both in doors and out, before [ come 
in sight of the steeple. Now, to 
sav nothing here of the congrega- 
tion at larve, must it not be very 
grateful and encouraging to the of- 
iciating clergyman, to be met upon 
the steps, by a thrifty troop oi 
spaniels and mastiffs, officiously 
vielng with each other, to gain his 
attention, by placing themselves di 

rectly before him ; looking up vers 
significantly in his face; now and 
ben giving him a 
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ine to say with hardly a dissenting 
Voice, ‘Sir, we hope vou are quite 
well—-and we are extremely hap- 
py to see you this morning.’ | 
have witnessed many a_ salutation 
like this, and then have seen the 
minister very politely escorted by 
the same troop, up the broad aisle, 
to the very foot of the pulpit stairs. 
It is true, that gur dogs do not al- 
ways seem to know their place. In 
one tostance for example, if remem- 
ber, that when the clergyman cam 
in, he found the pulpit preoccu- 
pied by a very pert and snappish 
cur, who was so tenacious of bis 
supposed rioit, that he could not 
he ch Hed without some ditiiculty 
and danger. However, he at lenzth 
yle iba with as good a grace as the 
circumstances would well permit, 
aud justice to the canine species 
at large, oblizes me to ae that | 
have rarely known them offend in 
this manner. But they are cene- 
rally allowed by common consent, 
to have full range throuch every 
other part of the house ; and this, 
it must be contessed, offen gives 
variety to public worship, and at- 
orto po, little amusement, especia!- 
ly to the younger part ot the con- 
Ar i 

Sometimes you may see nearly 
halt a score of these animals, 
stretcbed at fulllengto and snoring 
stoutly in the aisles; (for dogs you 
know, Mr. Editor, must sleep as 
vell as their wasters.) Then they 
are all upon their teet, in the twink- 
ling of an eye and iully prepa red, 
sishes for or! ‘for War, a oo 
may find inducements to el ge 
the iormer, or provocation to en- 
gage in the latter. Wooen nothing 
of general interest oceurs, each 
one yields to the slichter impulses 


of the moment, and amuses himself 


and the people, In the best way 
hat he can. Watch, tor instance, 
repairs vather hastily to the door, 
and seems to invite his companions 
to look abroad with him, and see 
how things goon without. Dimen 


inthe mean time, wishing to retire 
from the company, isbeard scratch 
Ing very centeelly at his master’s 
pew door ;—w hile Tiger, seatin- 
himself upon the broad stair of th, 
pulpit, looks round very gravely 
upon the audience, and perhaps 
tries to assist the speaker i In making 
them hear. 

But dogs have too much sociable 
ness in their nature, long to con. 
tent themselves, with these and th, 
like solitary amusements. Accord 
ingly you will see them perhaps, 
the very next moment, hastening 
from every quarter, to the mos: 
convenient general rendezvous, 
Where having made the necessary 
arrangements, for a friendly tria! 
ofskill, they betake themselves to 
the sport, with yreat emulation. 
Av eie moment you may see them, 
straining every nerve to gain the 
peeeerente ‘4 the aisles below ; the 
next, vou behold them tn full chace 
up the gale ’ stairs; and then, in 
hev are seen looking 
down with great cood humour upon 
the people, trom the breastwork in 
front ot the singers. 

But it unfortun nately happens, 
hatevencogs cannot always agree. 


a will arise and occasionally 

assume a very serious aspect. D:. 
} 

mon begins by insulting ‘Tiger, or 


Piger is so unn ong 4! as to trampie 
upon the weakness of Dimon. The 
parlies assume at once the attitude 
of defiance. ‘he friends of each 
stand ready to espouse the quar- 
rel. The growling grows louder 
and fiercer every moment ; and 
they soon fall to blows. The bat- 
tle rages, first here, and then there, 
as the parties alternately advance 
and retreat, ti/l the voice of the 
speaker can no longer be heard. 
All eves are turned towards» the 
scene of action, and as this is thought 
to be carrying matters rather too 
far, every whip and cane are put in 
requisition ; and the warring adl- 
mals soon find it expedient to se CK 
for safety in flight This however 
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;; attended with no little difficulty ; 
for while impelled by the lash in 
one direction, they are driven back 
by a kick io the other; and when 
things have proceeded to this ex- 
tremity, it avails nothing to cry for 
quarter. ‘The castigation general- 
ly goes on with increasing violence, 
> contusion becomes worse con- 
founded,’’ the house is at length 
cleared, order is gradually restor- 
ed in the congregation, and the 
speaker is permitted to finish his 
discourse. 

Now l appeal to you, Mr. Edi- 
tor,and to your numerous readers, 
for the general correctness of the 
preceding outline. I can assure 
you in sober earnest, that it ts ta- 
ken from real hfe, and I might have 
added many touches to the forego- 
ing had time and space permitted. 
Js it christian like, ts it decent, is 
it sufferable in the owners of dogs, 
to let them offend in this manner 
on the sabbath ? 

QUESTUS. 


COWPER’S LETTERS. 
(Continued from page 412 ) 
TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 
July 2, 1780. 

Curissime, | am glad of your con- 
fidence, and have reason to bope I 
shall never abuse it. If you trust 
me with a secret, [ am hermetical- 
ly sealed ; and if you call for the 
exercise of my judgment, such as it 
is, | am never freakish and wanton, 
in the use of it, much less mischiev- 
ous and malignant. Critics (1 be- 
licv.) do not often stand so clear of 
these vices as Ido. I like your 
epitaph, except that [ doubt the 
propriety of the word tmmaturus ; 
which (I think) ts rather applicable 
to fruits than flowers ; and except 
the last pentameter; the assertion 
it contains being rather too obvious 
a thought to finish with; not that l 
think an epitaph should be pointed 
ike an epigram. But still there is 
a closeness of thought and expres- 


Vol. 9 = NO, +e 59 


sion, necessary in the conclusion of 
all these little things, that they may 
leave an agreeable flavour upon the 
palate. Whatever is short, should 
be nervous, masculine and compact. 
Little men are so ; and little poems 
should be so ; because,, where the 
work is short, the author has no 
right to the plea of weariness, and 
laziness is never admitted as an 
available excuse in any thing.— 
Now you know my opinion, you 
will very likely improve upon my 
improvement, and alter my altera- 
tions for the better. ‘To touch and 
retouch is, though some writers 
boast of negligence, and others 
would be ashamed to show their 
foul copies, the secret of almost all 
good writing, especially in verse. 
{ am never weary of it myselt, and 
if you would take as much pains as 
L do, you would have no need to 
ask for my corrections. 


Uic sepultus est 
Inter suorum lacrymas 
GULIELMUS NORTHCOT, 
GULIELMI et MARYIAE filius 
Unicus. unice dilectus, 
Qui floris ritu succisus est semihiantis, 
Aprijis die septimo, 
1780, Act. 10. 
Care, vale! Sed non aeteruum, care, va- 
leto! 
Namque iterum tecum sim modo dignus, 
ero. 
Tum nihil amplexus poterit divellere nos- 
tros, 
Nec tu marcesces, sec lacrymabor ego. 
Having an English translation of 
it by me, | send it you, though it 
may be of no use. 
Farewell! ‘* But not for ever,’’ Hope re- 
plies, 
Trace but bis steps and meet him in the 
skies! 
There nothing shall renew our parting 
palin, 
Thou shalt not wither, nor | weep again. 
The stanzas that | send you are 
maiden ones, having never heen 
seen by any eye but your mother’s 
and your own. 
if you send me franks, I shall 
write longer letters—Valete, sicut 
et nos valemus ! Amate, sicut et nos 
CMUAINUS 
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TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 


i aceount myselfsufficiently com- 
mended for my Latin exercise. by 
the numberof translations it bas un- 
dergone. ‘That which you distin- 
guished in the margia, by the titie 
of ‘* better,’? was the production of 
a friend, and, except (nat tor a mo- 
Jest reason he omitted the third 
couplet, I think it a good one. 
To Gnish the group, I have transla- 
ted it myself; and, though I would 
not wish you to give it to the world 
for more reasons than one, especial- 
ly lest some French hero sbould 
call me to account for it—I add it 
on the otherside. An author ought 
to be the best judge of his own 
meaning ; and, whether I have suc- 
ceeded or not, | cannot but wish, 
that where a translator is wanted, 
the writer was always to be his own. 


False, cruel, disappoited, stung to the 
heart, 

France quits the warrior’s for th’ assas- 
sin’s part, 

To dirty hands, a dirty bribe conveys, 

Bids the low street and lofty palace blaze. 

Her sons, too weak fo vanquish us alone, 

She hires the worst ai:d basest of our own. 

Kneel, France ! a suppliant conquers us 
with ease, 

We always spare a coward on his knees. 


I have often wondered, that Dry- 
den’s illustrious epigram on Milton, 
in my mind the second best that 
ever was inade; has never been 
translated into Latin, for the admi- 
ration of the learned in other coun- 
tries. I have at last presumed to 
venture upon the task myself. The 
great closenessof the original, which 
is equal in that respect, to the most 
compact Latin I ever saw, made it 
extremely difficult. 


Tres tria, sed longe distentia, sarcula ya- 
tes 
Ostentant tribus, e gentibus eximios. 
Graecia sublimem, cum majestate diser- 
tum 
Roma tulit, felix Anglia utrisque parem, 
Partubus ex binis Natura exhausta, co- 
acta est 
Tertius ut fierit, conseciare ducs. 


I have not one bright thought 
upon the Chancellor’s recovery - 
nor can [ strike off so much as one 
sparkling atoin from that brilliant 
subject tis not when Il will, nor 
upon what [ will. but as a thought 
happens to occur ‘> me; and then | 
versify, whether [ will or not. J 
never write but tor my amusement - 
and what I write is sure to answer 
that end, if it answers no other. [i 
besides this purpose, the more de- 
sirable one of entertaining you be 
effected, I then receive double fruit 
of my labour, and consider this pro- 
duce of it, as a second crop, the 
more valuable, because less expect- 
ed. But when | have once remit- 
ted a composition to you, I have 
done with it. It is pretty certain, 
that I shall never read it or think of 
itagain. From that momentl have 
constituted you sole judge of its ac- 
complishments, if it has any, and ot 
its defects, which it is sure to have. 

For this reason I decline answer- 
ing the question, with which you 
concluded your last, and cannot 
persuade myself to enter into a cri- 
tical examen of the two pieces up- 
on Lord Mansfield’s loss, either with 
respect to their intrinsic, or com- 
parative merit, and indeed after 
having rather discouraged that use 
of them which you had designed, 
there is no oceasion for it. 


W. C. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

July 27, 1780. 
My dear friend, as two men sit 
silent after baving exhausted all 
their topics of convevsation ; one 
says—‘' [t is very fine weather,” 
and the other says—* Yes ;” 
blows his nose, and the other rubs 
his eye-brows; (by the way, this 
is very much in Homer’s manner }) 
such seems to be the case between 
you and me. Ailter a silence of 
some days, I wrote you a long 
something, that (I suppose) was 
nothing to the purpose, because | 
has not afforded you materials fer 


—One 
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an answer. Nevertheless, as it of- 
ten bappefs in the case above sta- 
ted, one of the distressed parties, 
heing deeply sensible of the awk- 
wardness of a dumb duet, breaks si- 
jence again, and resolves to speak, 
though he has nothing to say : so 
it fares with me. Iam = with you 
again, in the form of an epistle, 
though considering my present emp- 
tiness, | have reason to fear, that 
‘our only joy upon the occasion 
will be, that it is conveyed to you 
ina frank. 

When I began, I expected no in- 
terruption ; but if I had expected 
interruptions without end, I should 
have been less disappointed. First 
came the barber ; who, atter hav- 
ing embellished the outside of my 
bead, bas left the inside just as un- 
finished ashe found it. Thencame 
Oluey Bridge, not into the house, 
but into the conversation. The 
cause relating to it, was tried on 
Tuesday at Buckingham. The 
‘udge directed the jury to find a ver- 
dict favourable to Olney. The jury 
consisted of one knave and eleven 
tools. The last-mentioned follow- 
ed the afore-mentioned, as sheep 
follow the bell-wether, and decided 
in direct opposition to the said 
judge. Then a flaw was discover- 
ed in the indictment. The indict- 
ment was quashed, and an order 
made for a new trial. The new 
trial will be in the King’s Bench, 
where said knave and said fools 
will have nothing to do with it. So 
the men of Olney fling up their 
caps, and assure themselves of a 
cumplete victory. A victory will 
save me, and your mother. many 
shillings, perhaps some pounds, 
which, except that it has afforded 
ine a subject to write upon, was 
the only reason why I have said so 
much about. I know you take an 
interest in all that concerns us, and 
will consequentiy rejoice with us in 
che prospect of anevent in which 
we are concerned so nearly. 

Your’s affectionately, W.C. 





* 


Cowper's Letters. 467 


TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON, 
. x July 30, 1780. 


My dear sir.--You may” think 
perhaps that I deal more liberally 
with Mr. Unwin, in the way of po- 
etical export, than 1 do with you, 
and | believe you have reasun— 
the truth is this--if I walked the 
Streets with a fiddle under my arm, 
I should never think of performing 
before the window of a privy coun- 
sellor, ora chief justice, but sbould 
rather make free wih ears more 
likely to be open to such amuse- 
ment. The trifles I produce in this 
way, are indeed such trifles, that I 
cannot think them seasonable pre- 
sents for you. Mr. Unwin bimself 
would not be offended if I was te 
tell htm that there ts this differetice 
between him and Mr. Newton “that 
the latter is already an apostle, 
while he himself is only undergoing 
the business of incubation, with a 
bope that he may be hatched in 
time. When my youth comes forth 
arrayed in sables, at least in a robe 
of graver cast, | make no scruple to 
direct her to my triend at Hoxton. 
This has been one reason why | 
have so long delayed the riddle. 
But lest | should seem to seta value 
upon it that I do not, by making it 
an object of still further inquiry, 
here it comes——- 

Tam just two and two, I am warm, J am 
cold, 

And the — of numbers that cannot be 
told. 

I am lawful, unlawful—a duty, a fault, 

| am viten sold dear, good for nothing 


when bought, 
An extraordinary boon, and a matter of 


course, 
And yielded with pleasure—when taken 
by force. W.C., 


TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 
August 6, 1780. 


My dear Friend, 
You like to bear from me—this 


isa very goud reason why I should 
write—-but 1 have nothing to say 
—This seems equally a good reason 
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why I should not—Yet if you had 
alighted from your horse at our 
door this morning, and at this pres- 
ent writing, being five o’clock in the 
afternoon, had tound occasion to 
say to me——‘‘ Mr. Cowper, you 
have not spoke since I came in, have 
you resolved never to speak again ?” 
{t would be but a poor reply, if in 
answer to my summons, I should 
plead inability as my best and only 
excuse. And this by the way, sug- 
gests to me a seasonable piece of 
instruction, and reminds me of what 
I am very apt to forget, when [have 
any epistolary business in hand ; 
that a letter may be written upon 
any thing or nothing, just as that 
any thing or nothing bappens to oc- 
cur. A man that has a journey be- 
fore him twenty miles in length, 
which he is to perform on foot, will 
not hesitate and doubt whether he 
shall set out or not, because he 
does not readily conceive how he 
shall ever reach the end of it ; for 
he knows, that by the simple oper- 
ation of moving one foot forward 
first, and then the otber, he shall be 
sure to accomplish it. So it is in 
the present case, and so it isin ev- 
ery similar case. <A etter is writ- 
ten as a conversation is maintained, 
ora journey performed, not by pre- 
concerted or premeditated means, a 
new contrivance, or an invention 
never heard of before, but merely 
by maintaining a progress, and re- 
solving, as a postillion does, baving 
once set out, never to stop “till we 
reach the appointed end. {If aman 
may talk without thinking, why 
may he not write upon the same 
terms ? A grave gentleman of the 
last century, a tie-wig, a square-toe, 
Steinkirk figure would say—** My 
good sir, a man-has no right to do 
either.”? But it is to be hoped, that 


the present century has nothing to 
do with the mouldy opinions of 
the last, and so good Sir Launcelot 
or Sir Paul, or whatever be your 
name, step into your picture frame 
again, and look as if you thought for 


(Serr, 


another century, and leave us mod- 
eras inthe mean time, to think 
when we can, and to write wheth. 
er we can or not, else we might as 
well be dead as you are. 

When we look back upon our 
forefathers, we seem to look back 
upon the people of another nation, 
almost upon creatures of another 
species. Their vast rambling man- 
sions, spacious halls, and Painted 
casements, the gothic porch smoth- 
ered with honeysuckles, their liitle 
gardens and high walls, their box- 
edgings, balls of holly, and yew- 
tree statues, are become so entirely 
unfashionable now, that we can 
hardly believe it possible, that a 
people, who resembled us so little 
in their taste, should resemble us in 
any thing else. Butin every thing 
else, 1 suppose, they were our 
counterparts exactly, and tfme, 
that bas sewed up the slashed 
sleeve, and reduced the large trunk- 
hose to a neat pair of silk stock- 
ings, bas left human nature just 
where it found it. The inside of 
the man at least, has undergone na 
change. His passions, appetites, 
and aims, are just what they ever 
were. They wear perhaps a hand- 
somer disguise than they did in 
days of yore; for philosophy and 
literature will have their effect up- 
on the exterior, but in every other 
respect a modern is only an an- 
cient ina different dress. W.C. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 
August 21, 1780. 

The following occurrence ought 
not to be passed over in silence, in 
a place where so few notable ones 
are to be met with. Last Wedues- 
day night, while we were at sup- 
per, between the hours of eight and 
nine, | beard an unusual noise in 
the back-parlour, as if one of the 
Hares was entangled, and endeav- 
ouring to disengage herself. 1 was 
just going to rise from table, when 
itceased. In about five minutes, 
a voice on the out side the parlour 
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door inquired if one of my hares 
had got away. 4 immediately 
rushed into the next room, and 
found that my poor favourite puss 
had made ber escape. She had 
enawed ja sunder the strings of a 
lattice-work, with which [ thought 
J had sufficiently secured the win- 
dow, and which f preferred to any 
other sort of blind, because it ad- 
nitted plenty of air. From thence 
] hastened to the kitchen, where | 
saw the redoubtable ‘Thomas Free- 
man, who told me, that having seen 
her just after she had dropped into 
the street, he attempted to cover 
her with his hat, but she screamed 
out, and leaped directly over his 
head. IL then desired him to pur- 
sue a¢ fast as possible, and added 
Richard Coleman to the chase, as 
being nimbler, and carrying less 
weight than Thomas ; not expect- 
ing to see her again, but beiny de- 
sirous to learn, if possible, what be- 
came of her. In something Jess 
than an hour, Richard returned, 
almost breathless, with the tollow- 
ing account. ‘Lhat soon after he 
began to run, he left Tom bebind 
him, and camein sight of a most 
nutoerous hunt, of men, women, 
children, and dogs; that he did his 
best to keep back the dogs and 
presently outstripped the crowd, 
so that the race was at last disputed 
between himself and puss—she ran 
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right through the town, and down 


the lane that leads to Dropshort— 
a litle before she came to the house, 
he got the start and turned ber, she 
pushed for the town again, and soon 
alter she entered it, sought shelter 
in Mr. Wagstaff’s tan-yard, adjoin- 
ing to old Drake’s—Sturgess’s har- 
vest-men were al supper, and saw 
her from the opposite side of the 
way. There she encountered the 
tan-pits fullof water, and while she 
wus struggling out of one pit and 
plunging into another, and , almost 
drowned, one ot the men drew her 
out by the ears and secured her. 
She was then well washed ina 
bucket, to get the lime out of her 
eoat, and brought home in a sack 
at ten o'clock. 

This frolic cost us four shillings, 
but you may believe we did not 
grudve a farthing of it. The poor 
creature received only a little hurt 
inone of her claws, and in one of 
her ears, and is now almost as well 
as ever. 

I do not call thts an answer to 
your letter, but such as it is 1 send 
it, presuming upon that interest 
which | know you take in my mi- 
nutest concerns, which I cannot 


express better than in the words of 


Terence, a little varied—Nihii 
meta te alienum putas. 
Yours, my dear friend. W.C, 
[To be continued. | 





Kebicw of New Publications. 


Memoirs of the late Mrs. Mary 
Couper, of London; who depart- 
ed this life. June 22nd, 1812, iu 
the twenty-siath year of her age : 
extracted from her diary and 
epistolary correspondence. By 
Adam Clarke, L. L. D. From 
the fourth London Edition, eigh- 
teen mo. pp. 276. Boston: 
Wells and Lilly, 1819. 


It is gratifying to see a man of 
Dr. Clarke’s acquirements, relaxing 
from his severer studies to furnish a 
record of individual piety. In do- 
ing this, he bas shewn us that he 
is aware that to make men better 
is the great object of theological 
exertion, and that for the benefits 
which will probably result from # 
view of the effects of our common 
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christianity, he is willing to forego 
the pleasures of research, and .the 
ostentation of criticism. ‘The work 
before us is not indeed without im- 
perfections, and these of asome what 
serious character, but we are ready 
to believe that the object of the 
author is a good one, and toaccept, 
where he tails of accomplishing it, 
of ** the will for the deed.” 

Mrs. Mary Cooper, the. subject 
of the memoir, was a woman of 
zreat sweetness of disposition, and 
perhaps of more than ordinary 
strength of mind. Her parents, 
Who were members of the estab- 
lished church, and resided in Lon- 
don, were aware of the dangers 
which the amusements and the 
company of a great cily present. 
by an uncommon degree of paren- 
tal vigilance, accompanied with 
great, and uniform kindness, Miss 
Hanson, was preserved from the 
contamination of vice, or the licht- 
er dissipation of gaiety, aud, if we 
except a short period when at the 
age of sixteen, she was absent from 
her parents, her conduct was com- 
mendable, and exemplary. 

So important do we consider pa- 
rental watchfulness, that we shall 
give the observations of the author 
on so signal an instance ot its suc- 
€€Ss. 


The advantages which this exceilent 
young woman derived trom a religious 
education, were many and important. 
Her pious parents taught her to fear God 
from her youth. The great and momeat- 
ous truths of the religion of Christ, they 
carefully inculcated on her mind and 
heart, from her earhest years—they 
thewed her, not only io their precepts, but 
also in their life and conversuiion, how she , 
should walk and please God. They were 
workers together with Him; and He 
blessed the work of their hands. fn all 
the branches of their very respectable und 
orderly family, they have proved the un- 
failing truth of that Divine saying, 7'raim 
up achild in the way he should go; and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
They have dedicated their children to 
their Maker, and God has most graciously 
accepted the offering. 

Were a proper line of conduct pursued 


in the education. of children, how few 
profligate sons and daughters, and how 
few broken-hearled parents, should we 
find! The neglect of carly religious edy. 
celion, connected with a whalesome ang 
affectionate restraint, is the ruin of millions. 
Many parents, to excuse their indolence, 
and most criminal neglect, say, * We 
cannot give our children grace.”—What 
do they mean by this ?—That Gon, not 
themselves, is the Author of the irregularj- 
tics and viciousness of their children,— 
They may shudder at this imputation— 
but, when they reflect that they have not 
given them right precepts; have not 
brought them under tirm and affectionate 
restraint; have not shewed them, by 
their own spirit, temper and conduct, how 
they should be regulated in their’s——when 
either the worship of God has not been es- 
tablished in their houses, or they have 
permitted their children, on the most 
trifling pretences, to absent themselves 
from it—-when all these things are consid- 
cred, they will find, that, speaking after 
the manner of men, it would have been a 
very extraordinary miracle indeed, if the 
children bad been found preferring a path, 
in which they did not see their parents 
conscientiously tread. 

Let those parents who continue to ex- 
cuse themselves by saying, we cannvi 
give grace io our children, lay their hand 
on their conscience and say, whether they 
ever knew an instance where God with- 
held His grace, while they were in hum- 
ble subserviency to Him, performing their 
duty? ‘Ihe real state of the case is this: 
parents cannot do Gon’s work ; and Gop 
will not do ¢heirs: but if they use the 
means, and train up a child in the way he 
should go, God will never withhold His 
blessing. 

Next to the grace of God, Mrs. C. care- 
fully owned that all her frst and perma- 
nent religious impressions were owing to 
the pious affectionate care of her parents; 
and to that judicious and affectionate 
course of discipline, under which she wis 
early brought up. At first, she thoughi 
her parents too strict, while absolutely 
prohibiting the fashionable, though deepiy 
vitiating, amusements of the world.-- 
‘These prohibitions led her to look at home 
for enjoyments: she began to examine her 
oWn mind, to pant after useful knowledge, 
to seek Gad as her portion; and in thes¢ 
she found a source of pleasure, producing 
juillions of gratitications of which the gay, 
the giddy, and the garish, never dreain, 
and can bever enjoy. She then most 
gratefully blessed God for her religious 
and well conducted education, which was 
the mgans of preparing her heart to re- 
ceive the fulness of the blessing of the Gos- 
pel of Peace, when she came te hear " 
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preached in that way in which her soul 
delighted. Those who were best acquaint- 
ed with her, knew that, on this account, 
her gratitude was not only great to God, 
hut also to her parents ; to whom she ev- 
er felt a continually growing and affec- 
4jonate attachment. 

Before this very important subject is 
dismissed, the Editor begs leave to pre- 
sent the candid reader with another re- 
mark: [tis not parental fondness, nor pa- 
rental authority, taken separately, that can 
produce this beneficial effect. A father 
may he as fond of his offspring ae £7, 
and his children be sons of Belial: he may 
be as authoritative as the Grand Turk, 
and his children despise, and plot rebel- 
lion against him. But let parental autho- 
rity be tempered with fatherly affection ; 
and let the rein of discipline be steadily 
held by this powerful but affectionate 
hand; and there shall the pleasure of God 
prosper; there will he give His blessing, 
even life for evermore. Many fine fami- 
lies have been spoiled, and many ruined, 
by the separate exercise of these two prin- 
ciples. Parental affection, when alone, 
infallibly degenerates into foolish fondness ; 
and parental authority frequently degen- 
erates into brutal tyranny, when standing 
by itself. The first sort of parents will be 
loved without being respected: the second 
sort will be dreaded, without either respect 
or esicem. In the first case, obedience is 
not exacted, and is therefore felt to be un- 
necessary ; as offences of great magnitude 
pass without punishment or reprehension : 
in the second case, rigid exaction renders 
obedience almost impossible, and the smal- 
lest delinquency is often punished with the 
extreme of torture ; which, bardening the 
tind, renders duty a matter of perfect 
indiiference.—pp. iv.— vil. 


What materiatly contributed to 
the usefulness and respectability 
of Miss Hanson, afterwards Mrs. 
Cooper, was the cqurse of reading 
which she adopted, and for a time 
regularly pursued. In this respect, 
she has furnished an example wor- 
thy of imitation, and peculiarly 
worthy of being imitated by those 
who are neglecting important ad- 
vantages, and devoting the morning 
of life to frivolous amusements.— 
We extract the following memoran- 
dum, not because it is the best 
which may be adopted, but tg shew 
‘hat she pursued ** some method in 
her studies.” 





May 2, 1808.—The practice of early’ 
rising will, T hope, afford me ample ope 
portunity of pursuing the following course 
and arrangement of reading * ~ -” - , 

Begin every maosning. with reading a 
chapter in the Old. Testament, and one ia 
the New. 

My devotional exercises to succeed. 

M onday.—History, with maps. Gib- 
bon’s Rome to succeed Ferguson’s Repub- 
lic. , t 

Tuesday.— Naturalhistory in turn,eom- 
prising botany, chemistry and astronomy. 

Wednesday.—History. . 

Thursday.—The English poets; make 
extracts from each; and one chapter of 
Locke on the Understanding. 

Friday.—Natural history. 

Saturduy.—HUistory. 

Sunday.—The Scriptares, and other 
devotional books. p. 17. 


While in London, Miss Hanson 
attended the preaching of a clergy- 
man who was more Zealous than 
many of his brethren of the estah- 
lishment. She received ‘‘ the sac- 
rament, administered according te 
the form of the church of England.” 
At the age of seventeen, she accom- 
panied her father’s family to Ham- 
mersmith, but the preaching there 
being of a different character she 
lost, in a degree, her serious im- 
pressions, and attended rather to 
literature than to religicn. She re- 
mained in this situation for a con- 
siderable period, and it is not singu- 
lar, that having once enjoyed the 


labours of a devoted servant of 


Christ, and still retaining some 
sense of the importance of religion, 


though with but little knowledge of 


its doctrines, that she was prepar- 
ed to welcome the services, and to 
receive the doctrines of men, who 
did not regard the concerns of the 
soul with indifference, or the seryi- 


ces of the sanctuary as a matter of 
form. From her diary, portions of 


which form almost the whole of the 
volume, we give the following ex- 
tract: 


How powerful are the effects of *a reil- 


gious education! Under the Ministry of 
the Rev. Mr. Fry, the latter end of the 
year 1803, i became broad awake to the 
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importance of eternal things; and for 
several months was earnest and devout. 
We ieft London—the preaching here not 
Congenial ; losing sacramental opportuni- 
ties, religion lost its power; and soon | 
retained nothing but the name and the 
exterior. Books then | devoured with 
avidity, and the midnight hour has often 
found me in my closet, poring over the 


page of history, and the discoveries of 


natural philosophy. 

Wasi then happy? Ono! going fure 
ther and further from God, I often wept 
when alone, and hardly knew why — 
Sometimes a sermon roused me ; oftener 
my own reflections brought me to my 
knee 3, My little bark was tossed without 

a pilot. What a mercy I was not then 
permitted to set sail on “the ocean of life. 
{ was safely harboured under a paternal 
roof: and, though without rudder or com- 
pass, the mischief could not be extensive, 
because confined. Thus, at a distance 
from happiness, forgetful of the great end 
of my being, in positive disobedience to 
my Maker, [lived, until providentially led 
to hear the simple, unadorned, yet ear- 

west, preaching of the Wesie yan Method- 
ists. The most inferior of their preachers 
roused, and fixed, my attention. IT lost 
my critical spirit ; no longer thirsted for 
the flowers of oratory, the elegance of dic- 
tion; but began to seek and find spirituai 
food for my hungry soul. I first heard 
them occasionally, then more frequently, 
and at length ce: onstantly ; ; and, after 
twelve months’ hearing them, became a 
member of the Society in March, 1610 
Since that period | have sought, and i 
have touad real happiness in re ligion ; an 
effect more particularly the result of our 
creed; soscriptural; so divine; | owe all 
of happiness to ¢iem as instruments ; to 
Cop as the source. Glory be to his 
name top. 212, 213. 

For the last. two months my attention 
and reading have becn :auch confined to 
theology: two sermons, one by Dr. Adam 
Clarke, and the other by Dr. Coke, 
preached at the Methodist chapel here, 
roused my inguiry as to the peculiar scu- 
timents of that peopte, 

Those sermons have made a deep im- 
pression on my mind: the first shewed me, 
in ammanner | was not aware of, the eon. 
nexioa of reason and religion, how far they 
Were In union with each other, where the 
one left us the other took us up, and ja- 
troduced us to the immortality of glory ; 
the other sermon gave a view ofreligion Ja 
the soul, of the inhahitation of the Spirit 
of God. 1 was roused; there was a 
something in their mode of explaining 
Scripture, of enforcing the immense im- 
portance of reliziou, of proving the vant- 

y of sublunary things, and the sublime 


tendency of relizion in exaltine the soul, 
and making it aspire after a likeness bz 
God, that was new to me—I was exciteg 
to more exertion ; and from reading the 
life of the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, one of the 
Wesleyans’ bright ornaments, I was in- 
troduced to a character that filled my 
soul with reverence, delight, and an aspi- 
ration after that grace which made him 
what he was. Some of his works were 
Jent to me, and all | read confirmed me in 
an opinion of the souadness of their scrip. 
tural views. IT never embraced the dor. 
trines of Calvin; but when I viewed tie 
scurrility, the intemperance in controyer. 
sy. of some who are called by bis nan, 
and compare all this with the Christian 
meelness of Wesley, and his amiable ad. 
vocate Fletcher, [ was convinced of the 
goodness of the cause. J] saw also that 
their doctrines, while they ensured an en. 
tire reliance on Christ for justific ation, 
demanded an evidence of that by aspiring 
after holiness of heart and life; and main- 
tained that it is by the fruits of faith, that 
faith will be judged of at the day of jude. 
inent.—=pp. 46—48. 


It is worthy of observation, that 
Dr. Clarke, the leader of the Eng- 
lish Methodists, while making selec- 
tions from the diary of a deceased 
member of his communion, should 
give a passage which asserts the 
‘* scurrility,’’ and.‘ intemperance 
in controversy,’’ of the followers of 
a great Reformer. Now in all this, 
we consider Miss Hanson as the 
echo of those on whose ministry sn 
attended, and probably Dr. Clar 
is qu sting from her, what she ori 
ginally quoted from Dr. Clarke. 

The doctrines of Calvin are alse 
renounced in one short sentence 
while ‘* tbe christian meekuess o! 
Wesley, and bis amiable advocate 
father ’? convince Miss Hanson a! 
once, ‘* of the goodness of the 
cause. ’--We have no doubt 
this isa plain statement, of ihe case. 
Sick of the ‘Si perenne , or rathet 
coldness exhibited by some minis- 
ters of the gospel, she was delighted 
with the fervent zeal of ibe Wes- 
leyans, and possessing, herself, au 
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amiable disposition, she was pre- 
pared to welcome the declarations 
of meckness, in which their great 
leader was so profuse highly 
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indeed, did she value the apparent 
possession of this christian grace, 
that she considered it as evidence 
«good and sufficient,’ of the truth 
of his very singular opinions, 
That sbe knew what Calvinism 
was, there is no proof. So far as 
we can learn what her opinions of 
the great doctrine of justification 
was, we conceive it to be the doc- 
trine of Calvin. From the para- 
eraph taken together we should 
suppose that in this opinion she 
supposed that she had the high 
credit of being anti-calvinistic.—— 
Such however, is not the fact, and 
we are led to conclude that her 
ideas of calvinism were taken from 
the sermons, or rather the phellrp- 
ics of her ministers, and from the 
writings of the men to whom she 
has referred. We are not ignorant 
and we would not profess to be ig- 
norant of the unworthy conduct of 
many teachers of religious truth. 
Are they in want of a subject to ed- 
ify their people, to reclaim from 
sin, and to induce the exercise of 
benevolence, they attack Calvin- 
ism. Is an absurdity ever main- 
tained by persons of denominations 
in any respect Calvinistic, they 
style it Calvinism. Can they think 
of a proposition which no one can 
fathom, but which any one has un- 
wisely attempted to examine, they 
style any sentiments which the ad- 
venturer may have hazarded, Cal- 
vinism. Is the talent of ridicule to 
be indulged, and the playful fancy 
to have its wayward scope, opin- 
lons are exhibited, crossing each 
other in various directions, and by 
intricate windings forming a laby- 
rinth of ludicrous contradictions,—— 
these are styled the track of Calvin- 
sm. It is not, therefore, a matter 
of surprise that Miss Hanson,—-that 
the great body of Methodists in Eu- 
rope and America, renounce Cal- 
vinism. 

But we would not forget that we 
are bringing to the notice of our 
readers a woman distinguished for 
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christian excellence ;*and we shall 
make such extracts from her diary 
as will give them an idea of the 
character of her mind, and of her 


piety. 


August 17, 1809. 

Hada most delightful ride to Ramsgate, 
through Kingsgate and Broadstairs. With 
the first of these places I am charmed; 
there is great elegance in the appearance 
of the town from the pier ; and as to that 
beautiful harbour, it delights and aston- 
ishes me more than any human constrac- 
tion I have ever seen: the sea from thence 
is a most magnificent spectacle. The 
country through which we rode is highly 
cultivated, and the bounties of harvest are 
just ready to be poured into the lap of 
ungrateful man. How beneficent is the 
Creator to the whole human race! How 
seldom is His hand acknowledged; He 
who should be the first in every man’s 
thoughts! Bountitul Creator, how art 
Thou shghted, and Thy benevolence ine 
sulted by ifs abuse! Heard a very good 
preacher at Lady Huntingdon’s chapel 5 
it was well attended. For nearly two 
hours [ enjoyed the lightning this evening 5 
I become more and more enchanted with 
the terrible and sublime in nature. To 
gaze upon the ethereal flash, as it bursts 
from the bosom of the dark thundercloud, 
has an effect upon my mind with which | 
would not part for the finest show of art. 
It was not in the direction of the sea, or 
my admiration would have been two-fold. 
Whence this delight, but from the pow- 
er such spectacles have of raising my soul 
to the Supreme Being; of making me ase 
pire after an union with Him who is thus 
terrible in nature ; it excites me to an- 
ticipate that day when the lghtnings of 
his wrath shall strike the devoted heads 
of those who have neglected Him ; when 
every element will do its part to excite the 
general conflagration; when an interest 
in the Saviour will secure me an admis- 
sion into the paradise of God. For such 
a crown of glory, O why should I loiter? 
Why should the flintiness of the path 
make me look aside for the broad road of 
pleasure, in which thousands smoothly 
walk to the edge of the precipice; and, 
unless arrested by the power of God, 
plunge headlong into eterval darkness ! 


August 18. 

Rose this morning at six o'clock, walk- 
ed as far as Newgate onthe Cliff; thence 
we descended to the sands. J particularly 
admire the cliffs about this place ; they 
are beautifully bleached and battered by 
the waves. A most profound stillness 
reigned , not even the murmur of the sea 
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broke the silence; nothing, save the flutter- 
jug of a little bird, ou whose solitude I had 
intruded ; it is in such a silence the Soul 
delights to expand ; and, as it were, burst 
the fetters which couline it, when in com- 
merce with the world. With mingled de- 
light and reverence [ view our sea-girt 
shore, and those beauteous clilis which 
have so long detied the power and maiice 
of our enemies. | know not why: per- 
haps] have now a greater power of en- 
jJoyment ; but they appear to me more 
charming than any thing I have seen. 

This evening walked half way to 
Kingsgate; it was very reured, which 
consequently added to my etjoyment. 
there 1s one eminence which commands 
a very lovely view ct Margate and North- 
Down. The clearness and serenity of 
the evening conspired to heighten the 
beauty of the scene ; added to which, 
the corn in sheaves, and the thankfulness 
with which my heart dilated in viewing 
the treasures of Providence, rendered the 
whole increasingly delightlul. O that 
men would praise the Lord for His good- 
mess! * Ye harvests wave to him.” 

The accounts | had were so uniavour- 
able, [ feel astonished at the beauties of 
Margate : the country which I have seen 
is as rich and lovely as | ever saw ; per- 
haps, indeed, few have hearts so suscep- 
tible of the beauties of nature. ‘* Not a 
cloud imbibes the setting suu’s effulgence ; 
not a strain from all the tenants of the 
warbling shade ascends, from which my 
bosom cannot partake fresh pleasure un- 
reproved.” From this honeyed store, 
ten thousand enjoyments have hovered 
over my path; and to my capability of 
deriving reflections from the objects wich 
surround me, | aim indebted ior a local 
repository of comfort. I thank God 
that retirement and exemption from gay- 
ety have produced this good. 

‘Onour return, about eight o’clock, we 
must ueeds peep at the gay Babel, and 
feel the stir; the town was all light and 
bustle ; the libraries were crammed tull 
‘with gay flutterers, dressed as for an as- 
sembiy ; the rooms elegantly lighted, and 
all, all vanity ; ‘a world without souls.’ 
My soul, come not thou into their secret, 
lest I should practically forget that! Lave 
a soul, and an immortal one ; to save 
which, I must watch and strive against 
temptation ; scenes of vanity and dissipa- 
tion must be avoided. There Is enough 
within to draw thee from God: O then 
avoid outward temptation; go not under 
pretence of moralizing on its vanity: the 
experiment is dangerous,—God and inam- 
mon can never be reconciled. pp. 52—56. 


Marzale, Oct. 6, 1209. 
Arose atdawn this morning to see Jo- 


of Mrs. Cooper. {Sepr 
seph off for London. The mornine star 

. ‘ so 
Shone with splendour ; while 


Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
With rosy lustre purpled o’er the lawp 


The sun had just unbarred the portals of 
the East, when I hasted forth to enjoy his 
splenduur. Agreeably to my intention 
yesterday, I visited the favourite field of 
my dear brother Joseph : it was so lovely 
that I lingered for awhile, contemplatin: 
the enchanting efiects of a morning sien 
laying his golden beams on woods, fields. 
and streams. Ah! what do the slothty 
lose. Thad my second collection of poet. 
ry, in which I found parts highly adaptec 
to enhance my enjoyment of the scene: 
some of the Psalms I read with Peculiar 
delight ; particularly those three whici, 
begin ‘ The Lord reigneth.’—!_ then pro- 
ceeded to Dandelion; the gardens are 
pretty, and refreshing to the sight. The 
larks, as IT walked, sang their morning 
song sweetly : every thing was so lovely 
that, though the distance was great, | 
found no fatigue ; my heart was, indeed, 
uplitted to nature’s God, from whem] dc. 
rived springs of comfort and exultation, 
O blessed seasons! in which I have wan- 
dered forth alone, and found my _ solitud 
more sweet, more animating, than couid 
be produced by all the artificial mean: 
the world offers. 

I walked again from eleven to two, and 
explored nearly the whole of North 
Down: it is remarkably shady; and tly 
hedges in the lanes particularly luxuriant: 
the cottages and farmhouses are striking 
ly picturesque. As I walked, [ read: 
great part of the second volume of Mrs 
West’s Letters; in which, as in the first, 
she displays great acuteness of observa 
tion, and an uncommon sense of mora 
propriety. As to religion, she de‘ends 
our estavlishment in all its parts; and is 
indeed, quite its eulogist ; seceding from 
it seems, indeed, a high crime and mi 
demeanour. But there appears to me a 
grand deficiency in her system: while ad- 
vocating a rational religion, she puts aside 
that vital experimental piety which is so 
manifestly insisted on in the New Testa 
ment: ond the fanaticism of a few mis- 
guided zealots has induced her to conclude 
all religious feeling to be enthusiasm. I» 
this part she is very exceptionable, as a- 
so in her endeavour to unite the wor/d anc 
relazion, which I must ever think incom. 
patible. Notwithstanding this, she gives 
proof of having thought and read muc! 
on Christianity ; and some yery good Ie- 
marks are the result, 

I badea long farewel to those sweet 
scenes on which I have offen gazed wath 
rapture 
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Oct. 10. ing side is a figure of Time with his scythe. 


We left Margafe on the 7th, and reach- 
»4 Canterbury in the afternoon, where we 
yet with a very welcome reception from 
eur kind fricnds, Mr. and Mrs. G , 

The country about Canterbury is more 
veautifully picturesque than any I have 
eyer before seen. Before’ breakfast 1 
went to see the Dane John, a mound of 
earth said tohave been thrown up by the 
Hanesin one night:—it has a circular 
walk to the top, which commands a fine 
view ofthe city and country ; near it are 
the ruins of an old castle: the fortifica- 
tions are in this part in good preservation. 
fheruins of St. Augustine’s monastery 
are avery fine object. After breakfast, 
took a country walk; saw St. Maitin’s 
Church, the oldest in England ; remarka- 
ble only for its antiquity and situation. It 
was well [ saw Margate first: the coun- 
try here is so much superior that the com- 
parison would not have been favourable ; 
vet I shallever think of Margate, as hav- 
ing there enjoyed such heart-felt pleasure 
ia her less lovely walks. 





Oct. 11, 1809. 

iattended Cathedral service, and af- 
terwards walked through the building. 
The antiquity of this church, its renown 
in history, excited in my mind a peculiar 
interest. Its exterior is very grand. As 
it was erected in the darkest ages of 
popery, it eontains many relics of its 
hraldom. A hundred thousand pilgrims, 
irom all parts of the world, In one year, 
paid their devotions at the shrine of Thom- 
asa Becket! The stone steps they as- 
cended, quite worn into a curve, appear 
to authenticate this. An altar was erect- 
ed near the tomb of Edward the Black 
Prince, before which, mass. morning and 
evening, was offered up fur the peace of 
lis soul! The step on which these devo- 
tees liinelt 1s also worn into hollews. | 
saw a confessional aiso: my heart rose 
with thankfulness to that God who has 
raused those days of,darkness to cease.— 
There were two or three pieces of sculp- 
ture which excited my admiration more 
than any I ever before saw: one oi Dean 
Wootton, in which he is represented as 
kneeling before an altar of the most beau- 
tiful stone-work: his posture is life, and 
the countenance is expressive to a won- 
derful degree, particularly the ears. 
Another, of the founder of Gxford Univer- 
‘ify: there are two representations of 
uta; one of his appearance when ia full 
health, stout and handsome ; below it, in 
‘ie same posture, you see him as he was 
wien he died, a mere skeleton, exquisite- 
y executed. Above are twelve images 
ithe apostles ; and one of the same size 

presenting Death: on the correspoud- 


To discover all the beauties of this place 
would require several hours’ inspection. 
The chair on which the kings of Kent 
were crowned is there ; and is said to be 
the greatest piece of antiquity in Eng- 
land: on it the archbishops are installed 
into their oilice. The depredations of 
Cromwell are manifest in various places. 

1 ascended the belfry, two hundred and 
fourteen steps high : the prospect which 
the hichest tower commands is too beau- 
tiful for description. The city, with its 
various ruins, added to the uncommon 
richness of the country; the river Stour 
beauttiWlly meandering through the rich- 
est vales, and the distant view of the cliffs 
near Ramsgate, surpass description.—~ 
pp. 73—7s. 


Dec. 23, 1809. 

[have had a most pleasing anticipa- 
tion of the services of to-morrow, once 
again to be invited to the spiritual ban- 
quet prepared by my Saviour ; once a- 
gain to have those precious words ad- 
dressed to me, ‘Take, eat: this is my 
body.? If faith be bat in exercise, shill 
[I not be strengthened to run the race, to 
obtain the prize?) Will not my heart be 
more warmed, my graces more nourish- 
ed, my Corruplions more weakened, my 
hopes of assurance more heighteved? If 
I do not receive these blessings, | must im- 
pute it to the weakness of my faith. But 
let me examine myself whether my heart 
be filly prepared tor the reception of these 

ivine mysteries. What is my advance- 
ment in knowledge? Has the recollec- 
tion of the sins of my early years, of the 
misimprovement of that light inspired into 
my mind at an early period; of my heart 
wanderings from God atter I had made an 
oytward profession in 1803; of my care- 
less performance of private prayer and 
devotional reading ; of my lukewarmness 
and misimprovement of the ordinances of 
God? Havel been huinbled before God, 
and have I sought forgiveness through 
Christ for these manifold transgressions ? 
Havel bewailed these offences as com- 
mitted against God’s purity, and as the 
basest ingratitude? If [ have, can I find 
more humility, more watchfulness, more 
intense desire after entire conformity to 
God? Lord, I have not the evidences | 
desire to have ; vet, blessed be Thy name, 
] can trace earnest desires and endeavours 
after them; and I daily wait at Thy feet 
for these blessings, for the fulfilment of 
Thy promises. * Without faith it is im- 
possible to please God.’ Havel used the 
little imparted to me? By contemplating 
the unseen world, and by a lively persua- 
sjon that my only trust and hope of prese 
ent and future bappiness is from the Re- 
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deemer’s love, } have rejoiced with joy 
unspeakable ; sweet peace has shed its 
balmy influence on my heart, and I have 
exclaimed, ‘My Beloved is mine, and I 
am His.’—How have I loved retirement 
on these occasions, and mused on the pre- 
cious love of God to my soul! Surely, O 
Lord, it was Thy Spirit working on my 
heart. How lovely was Christ ! how 
hateful the appearances of evil to my soul, 
which at those seasons panted after Thee ! 
Were not these exercises of faith? Lord, 
increase my faith. Help me to be watch- 
ful against the risings of sin, and to be im- 
portanate with Thee for larger degrees of 
humility. Othat heavenly grace! 

Jesus, my Teacher, can J ever indulge 
bigh-mindedness, self-love, and vain con- 
ceit? I shall have strangely forgotten 
Thee as my Pattern, who wast meck and 
lowly of heart, if these detestable evils a- 
gain reign in my heart. ‘ By this shall all 
men known that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.’ 

Do I love the image of Christ wherever 
I behold it reflected in any of His mem- 


bers? Can I esteem grace though in pov- 
erly? Dol behave with Christian humili- 


ty to all who love the Saviour, and strive 
to promote their intereste as far as I have 
ability? In this 1 dorejoice, and buambly 
hope I may add an affirmative to each of 
tbese queries. Lord, increase my love of 
them and Thee. 

Is my obedience to Christ constrained ; 
or doesit proceed from lové and entire 
willingness to be Hisin body, soul, and 
spirit? Blessed Saviour, can I contem: 
plate Thy life, death, and sufferings, and 
be insensible to the amazing sacrifice. the 
astonishing love which could induce Thee 
to leave the realms of uncreated blessed- 
nessthat Thy creature man might be re- 
conciled to an offended God ? Didst Thou 
offer Thyself a voluntary sacrifice for my 
sins, and shall I hesitate whether I shall 
give up all to Thee 2 Impossible—poor, 
indeed, is the return—yet, as Thou art su- 
premely lovely in my esteem, I wish to 
make no reserve, but to dedicate all my 
powers to Thie, and have all my desires 
centre in Thee, nothing bat Thy love can 
satisfy my soul—O be present with me 
when I bow before Thy altar, and partake 
of the broken bread, emblem of tbat pre- 
cious body which was broken on the 
eross; and drink of that wine, commemo- 
rative of Thy most precious blood, which 
flowed for the salvation of Thy guilty crea- 
tures. Iam very weak and helpless, but 
Thou art strong and mighty. I want 
heavenly wisdom that f may understand 
the heights and depths of redeeming love. 
I want to love the Lord with all my heart, 
with all my soul, with all my strength ; 
and to love my neighbour as myself. 
Thou alone canst make me a partaker of 
these amazing blessings. O may I notask 
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[Sepr, 


amiss, but receive of Thee grace, eo. 
stantly to seek Thy favour. and live Upon 
Thy revealed word. pp. 95—98. 


January 7, 1810, 

“fT have this day added to my obliza. 
tions of living only and closely to God. | 
have entered into a public and solemn eo- 
venant with the Father, Soa, and holy 
Ghest, to give up my body, soul, and spir- 
it, all L have, andall IT am, to Him, as a 
most reasonable service. God is my wit- 
ness that my heart is sincere in this self- 
dedication ; that I choose Christ with 
his yoke, his cross, and his crown, ¢ in pre- 
ference tothe world, its wealth, its pleus- 
ures, and its curse.’ things temporal are 
but as a shadow ; things which are eter. 
nal are substantial. O my God, thy eye- 
lids try the children of men ; thou hast 
witnessed and ratified in heaven that most 
solemn renunciation which [bave made 
of sin andjself; lL have given myself up to 
thee asthy servant. Choose thou for me 
my future portion; be my inheritance. 
© blisstul thought! The eternal God, who 
by a word spake ail creation into exis- 
tence, who was from everlasting to ever- 
Jasting, even he whose existence is so in- 
comprehensible, has promised to take up 
his abode ia the contrife heart This is 
his revelation : the world by wisdom knew 
it not: it wasa stretch too vast for human 
thought, that he whom the heaven of hea- 
vens cannot contain, should thus conde- 
scend to visit every heart that will make 
him room. O fill my soul with thy love, 
and heaven shall commence there. O 
that 1 may daily take up my cross and fol- 
low thee ; be under the teachings of thy 
Spirit ; and never never grieve him but be 
more and more assimilated to the image 
of God ; possessing that inward and out- 
ward holiness without which the gates of 
heaven will be closed tome. Hence may 
I learn that as the present moment is all | 
can insure ; so, constant and present liv- 
ing on Christ is my duty and privilege ; 
and to depend on that grace which he has 
said shall be sufficient. This is living by 
faith ; thisis the life I desire to live ; and 
ifthere be any secret sin which rises up in 
opposition, Holy Spirit, convince me of 
it; and let me not rest satisfied, be ita 
right arm or a right eye, till itis cut off or 
plucked out !—Help me diligently to use 
allthe means of grace thou hast preser'- 
bed, forthe utter destruction of all my cor- 
ruptions ; and to watch against all temp- 
tations, particalarly those of prosperity: 
That is a bard trial to a christian, it being 
but rarely his element in this world. Thy 
holy word I take to be the rule of my life ; 
to thy yoke I subinit. O be thou my 
teacher and my instructor in meekness 
and lowliness of heart; in purity of inten- 
tien, in babitual devotion of mind, in @ 
holy superiority to the allurements of 
seuse and the fascinatiens of pleasure ! O 
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vive me that living water that I may nev- 
Sr thirst; and let it spring up within me 
ynto everlasting life !—Amen and Amen.” 


awe TD. 102.—104. 
PP MARY HANSON. 


August 29, 1810. 

In the afternoon I spent a few hours 
at Dr. Adam Clarke’s, who kindly inter- 
ested me with asightof some of his su- 
perb eastern manuscripts : the splendour 
of some of the paintings, of Persian po- 
ems, and a Koran, far exceed, for life and 
beauty, any thing | ever beheld.—English 
prodactions never so much delighted me. 
Inone of these MSS. the sun is represent- 
ed shining in Gold, with astonishing effect. 
The Dr. has a superb and most extensive 
collection of books. He afterwards took 
me into his palace, the library ; which 1s 
almost a museum, and contains a large 
collection of eastern curiosities, two very 
fine Mosaic pictures, &c. &c.—He has in 
his possession one of the first translations 
of the Old and New Testament, in Eng- 
lish, written about 1370; he shewed me 
aleo the first edition of the Greek Tes- 
tament, in the fifth volume of the Com- 
plutensian Polyglott. His copy of this 
rare Polyglott seems to have come out of 
the Royal library at Madrid; it is in 
high preservation, and has the Spanish 
arms on the back and sides of each vol- 
ume. 

How inexhaustible are these amuse- 
ments, which are rational and consonant 
with religion! what fields of science to ex- 
plore, which raise the mind to wonder and 
adoration of the Supreme Being! How 
charming is Divine philosophy ! Lord, en- 
lighten my understanding; let my views 
be enlarged of Thee, and my desires in- 
crease to know Thee and Jesus Christ, 
whom Thou hast sent; that my soul, re- 
storedto Thy Divine image, may have 
here acommencement ofthat bliss which 
will be perfected inthe regions of endless 
light and fecility! Amen. pp. 142, 143. 


Miss Hanson continued an active 
and useful member of the Method- 
ist commuuion. In August 1811, 
she was united in marriage to Mr. 
John Cooper, who was also a mem- 
ber of that church. In prospect of 


this connection, she wrote as fol- 
lows : 


August 7, 1811. 
_“T hope have not lived to the present 
“me, without deriving some very impor- 
tant lessons from observation and experi- 
€nce, particulerly in domestic life. This 
is tte sphere ef a woman's action. It is 


here that full scope is given for the right 
use of her understanding, and for the ex- 
emplification of true religion. A very im- 
portant trust is committed to her; andl 
am inclined to think, that on her, prima- 
rily, the happiness, as well as good order, 
of a family, devolves. Her trials will 
chiefly arise from those of her own house- 
hold ; it is, therefore, of very great impor- 
tance, that a good and decisive system 
should be first arranged. Let. it be fully 
impressed on the domestics, that such 
things, and such rules, you expect will be 
observed. The fewer deviations, the 
more their comfort, as well as that of their 
superiours, will be preserved. But it is 
from the breach of good order, the non- 
performance of things necessary and ex- 
pected to be done, that the trials and exer- 
cise of temper and patience chiefly arise ; 
hence the vast importance of self-com- 
mand. A remark of Epictetus, a heathen 
moralist, just now occurs to me— Begin 
to govern your passions in the smailest 
things : is your oil spilt,’ &c. ‘ submit with 
patience, and say to yourself, at this rate 
do [ purchase tranquility and constancy of 
mind. Nothing good is acquired without 
labour. When you call your servant, imag- 
ine he may be out of the way, or employ- 
ed in something you will not have bim to 
do; but do not make him so great as to have 
wtin his power to give you disturbance.’— 
Were these the suggestions of a heathen ; 
and shall a christian, blessed with such a 
perfect system of morals, called upon to 
be meek and lowly like his Master; pro- 
niised strength from above, equal to every 
exigence : shall Ae put bimself in the pow- 
ev of every little accident, and by it give 
his household reason to question the sin- 
cerity of his religion? O forbid it, thou 
ever present Deity ! who at all times takest 
cognizance of the actions of thy creatures 

‘* Our tempers are chiefly exercised by 
an opposition to self-will; and the more 
self-importance there is in the character, 
the more frequent, and tie greater in de- 


‘gree, will be the trial. 


‘‘ It appears to me well, to settle it in 
the mind, that daily trials may or will 
arise ; trials known to God, and which may 
greatly tend to promote a spirit of watch- 
fulness and self-acquaintance ; and from 
a proper use of them, the christian temper 
may become more established. For this 
end, how needtul, every morning, to pray 
for special grace to keep me from mani- 
festing any temper, contrary tothe gos- 
pel, either by hard or unkind speeches ; or 
of suffering trifles wholly to engross that 
mind which ought supremely to be fixed 
on heavenly things. ‘The indulgences of 
evil tempers ‘ darken evidences and cloud 
comforts.» Most earnestly do I entreat of 
God a complete mastery over ng Sa that, 
as far aslam concerned, my house may 


be a Bethel ; that servants and all connect- 
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ed with me, may be constrained to ad- 
mire the blessedness and efficacy of true 
religion. What importance will then at- 
tach to my admonitions! How- much 
greater will their respect be for a mistress 
who has reason at her command, and en- 
forces all by a spirit of love. 

‘The Saviour never gave orders, with- 
out providing arms ; and there is no pre- 
cept in the blessed gospel, tor the perform- 
ance of which God is not ready to com- 
miunicate divine strength. Good order 
and punctuality [ consider of vast impor- 
tance, in the right regulation of a family. 
This will have its foundation in early ris- 
tig,a thing | hope to accomplish ; with- 
out it, lshall be unable to devote that time 
I hope ever to consider a duty, of doing in 
various ways good to iny saad.gent feliow- 
creatures. 

There is something very deligntful in 
living to good purpose, to have the pray- 
evs and blessings of the pious poer; and, 
by kindness and admonition, to bring into 
the way of salvation those that know not 
God. 

“How much is implied tn living asa 
christian; in walking with God!’ -——pp. 
214.—217. 


‘All my domestic trials, the moral 
school in which I have been disciplined, 
will, ! hone, prove of continual beneit to 


m2 © future iife. 

ire accustomed to have my stub- 
b od inclinations erossed, my mo- 
t é -t,a.id my favourite schemes 


devoble measure of that 

uportance, so natural 

ved a powerful check ; 

suortly, with the permission 

weathe in an atmosphere the 

Jugental to the sens: bilittes of my 

+, Ptrust L shall duly prize, and attee- 
iately return them 

“Yfeelthe advantage of whatI have 
suffered ; Lean bear opposition ; and the 
na‘ural independence of my mind, as far 
as it has been extravagant, has been thus 
niuch subdued. 

“Tt is probable, if Thad been allowed 
time for the aitaiament of Knowledge, ta 
reading, &c. my inclination would have 
been less ardent for it ; nor should [have 
actustomed iwnysel! sointiy to employ ev- 
ery moment. I have iearnt to enjoy solt- 
tude! a love of books tirst inspirea this ; 
and, afterwards, a veco!iection of the little 
stores I had Jaid up in my mind, tended 
exceedingly to inake me enjoy wiy oun 
company. Animportant aequisitiog this 
T have never known what ennui means, 
from my own experience. |} have been 
taught too, to consider religion as nothing 
worth, unless its benizn induences be shed 
on domestic life, by rectifying the tem- 
pers, and ‘ making the crooked paths oi 
nature even.” Wemust ‘by acfiuns shew 
Our sins forgiven,’ 


of Mrs. Cooper [Serr, 


‘« The restoration of the lost image of 
God, can mean nothing less than the im. 
plantation of the meek and lowly mind o{ 
Jesus. 

“I find too, that it is profitable to give 
up one’s own will in little things ; to avoid 
pertinacity, and rather yield, though un. 
convinced, than rouse in the Opponent 
those evil passions of pride and maleyo. 
lence, so baneful in their consequences, 

“ Punctuality, in family arrangements, is 
of vast importance ; properly to divide 
time, and to be diligent in whatever you 
are about. Example is far more powerful 
than precept. Enforce nothing in your 
family, if it be a sacrifice you are not wil- 
ling to make yourself. It is a most pleas. 
ing considevation, that the dear friend, 
with whom I hope to spend the residue of 
my days, onall these subjects thinks wit); 
me; with this difference, with him it has 
long been practice ; with me, at present, 
it is little more than theory.”—pp. 229, 
230. 


Her connection with Mr. Cooper, 
was happy. It was, however, but 
of short duration. In early life sh 
was called to leave the things ot 
earth, but she leit behind that good 
name which wiil induce many te 
rise up and call her blessed. 

The following extracts are from 
the pen of Mr. Cooper: 


** During the principal pxrt of her mar- 
ried life, she suffered much bodily indis- 
posiiion, on which account she was in a 
great measure prevented entering into 
those schemes of usefulness, for which she 
was particularly formed, and which her 
benevolent heart corajally approved : but 
iy her family, it was her daly study to 
prove a blessing to all about her; and she 
was much concerned that our servants 
mizht have reason to bless God for bring- 
ing therm under our roof ; and she had the 
happu ess of seeing that her prayers and 
eudeavours for this purpose were not in 
Valil. 

** My dear little girl found in her a 
mother ; indeed, had she been her own 
child, she could not passibly have given 
ktronger proofs of maternal tenderness, 
affection, and care. Previous to ouf 
marriage, she careiully read Mrs. Hannah 
More’s writings on education, as well as 
some other authors on the same subject, 
that she might be the better qualified to 
discharge what she considered a most im- 
portant duty, viz. (to use her own words) 
‘ to cultivate and rear this emmortal plant 
for the paradise of God.—pp. ix" xX. 

‘‘ Vor several weeks before the confine 
ir 


wife, she seemed to enjoy 
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the public means of grace, as well as 
family worship, im a more than ordinary 
degree. 

‘«¢ The day before her confinement, viz. 
Sunday, June 14, she was very unwell, 
and could not attend public worship in 
the morning: but, being considerably bet- 
terin the evening, we went ¢ ‘o St. Mary 
Woolnoth, to hear our esteemed friend, 
Mr. Pratt. She very much enjoyed this 
opportunity ; and on our return home, we 
spent aboat three quarters of an hour to- 
gether, in mutual prayer and singing sev- 
eral hymns ; we then called our ‘family to 

rayer. Just before retiring to rest, she 

said that, although she had not been "able 
to attend ‘the house of God in the morning, 
her soul had been greatly refreshed 
throughout the day. 

“ Tbe following morning, June 15, she 
was sensible that the time of trial was ap- 
proaching. She was very cheerful; and 
several times ex pressed her confidence that 
God would be with her, and support her. A 
little after midnight, she was safely deliver- 
ed of a fine boy : there was nothing attend- 
ing the labour to give any ground of alarm ; 
and through the whole of ‘Tuesday she was 
as well as could be expected: but in the 

evening dangerous symptoms appeared. 
The best medical advice was obtained as 
soon as possible: but from this night she 
thoughtshe should not recover; she said 
toher nurse, ‘I shall die ;? who replied, 
‘If at should be the will of God, | hope 
you are not afraid of death.? She answer- 
ed,‘ Ono!’ On Sunday morning she al- 
tered so much for the worse, that scarce- 
ly any hope remained. As the strictest 
injunctions were laid upon us by the phy- 
sictans, to keep her as quiet as possible, 
fad very little conversation with her af- 
ter her confinement; but she appeared to 
be in a comfortable and resigned state. 

On Monday morning, June 22, , perceiv- 
ing there was no human probability of her 
recovery, I thought it my duty to enquire 
the state of her mind ; and after prays ng 
with her, (in every petition she heartily 
joined,) I said, ‘What a mercy it is, my 
love, that we have ea God to look to in all 
circumstances.? ‘Yes,’ she replied, ‘and 
J have not far to go ; he is very near tome,’ 
I said, ‘ God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in time of trouble ; ; do 
you find him so ?? She answered, ‘ Yes, I 
pa » At another time she said, 7 am very 
happy, I have no fear’ } asked, ‘Is Christ 
precious to you? do you find him near? 
She said, + Yes, very near to bless; he 
2AVS to me. I am thine, and thou art mine.’ 

Having left the room, in ashort time 
she said to my sister Mary, “ Tell my 
deer husband to come here.” When I 


Wet she said again, “2am very happy 
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What makes you happy?‘ My Jesus,” 
she replied ; and then repeated, 


« This life’s a dream, an empty show ; 
But that bright world to which [ go, 
Hath joys substantial and sincere ; 
When shall I wake and find me there 2” 


** Jesus is the Rock of ages; He is sy 
Rock. Bless the Lord, O my soul, end ail 
that is within me bless His Holy Name. 
When the nurse enquired if she receilect- 
ed a Psalm she had been repeating, sie in- 
uediately said, “The Lord is my Licht 
and my Salvation ; whom shail i tear ? 
The Lord is the streneth of my heart ; of 
whom shall I be afraid 2” 

When [ returned [found her in the same 
happy state of mind, saying, ‘ Glory be 
to Gud in the highest ; Glory bei» Godin 
the highest: Jd have experienced a giorwus 
elevalion of mind ! It is all over.” Atter- 
wards, to my sister she said, “*O Mary, 
can we ever doubt such a Saviour?” and 
added, “* Come unto me all ye that fear 
God, and I will tell you what he hath done 
for my soul !” and then turning to her sis- 
ter, said, You can praise God; cannot 
you, Mary :” 

She was continually repeating the prom- 
ises of God, and obseved, ‘ What a 
promise-keeping God we have /—_—Be 
not faithless, but believing.” When her 
sister enquired, if she found the Lord to 
be her retuze and strength in_ this time 
of need, she answered, with much ferven- 
cy, ** O yes!” and then putting her 
hands together, and fixing her eyes up- 
wards, she said, Cl ap your hands, all ye 
people ; come and let us exalt His name 
together.” She then began to pray in 
great earnestness, often saying, ‘¢ Bless the 
Lord, O my soul,” She afverwards re- 
peated some lines trom the hymns of Dr, 
Watts, among which the following were 
nearly the last words she uttered :— 


«¢ My flesh shall slumber in the ground, 
Till the last trumpet’s joytul sound ; 
Then burst the chains with sweet sur 

prise, 
And in my Saviour’s inage rise.” 


She was then seized with that convul- 
sion Which deprived her of her senses; 
and in a little time, ber happy spirit, freed 
from its earthly tabernacle, ascended to 
that Saviour in whom she believed, and 
in communion with whom, tor several 
years of her lite, her chief happiness con- 
sisted. 

She fell asleep in 


Jesus, on Mondag; 
June 22, 1812, 


at a quarter past two ia 


the afterngon, in the twenty-sixth year of 


ber age.”"—pp. 247—25]. 


We had intended ta make some 


_ 
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observations upon the importance 
of doctrinal knowledge, to emin- 
ence inpiety. The extracts which 
we have made will, however, only 
permit us to observe that distin- 
ynished as was the subject of these 
memoirs for piety of feeling and of 
conduct ; an enlarged view of the 
perfections of Jehovah, and of his 
requirements, of the state of man 
by nature, and the mode of his re- 
covery by Jesus Christ, would 
have been attended with a corres- 
ponding growth in grace. We 
would not insinuate that Mrs. 
Cooper was entirely ignorant of 
these, but it is impossible to sup- 
pose that any one who believes that 
christians in this life become per- 
fect in holiness, can have any ade- 
quate conceptions of the require- 
ments of that law, which is ‘ exceed- 
ing broad,’ or of the corruption of 
that heart, which keeps ‘ evil 
present with”’ us. 

Those parts of Mrs. Cooper’s di- 
7 ary, in which she eulogizes the doc- 
ES trines and practice of the commun- 
ee jon to which sheis attached, are 
again and again placed in full view 
of the reader. We shall not be 
loud in our censures upon Dr. Clarke 
for this, but his admirers must ex- 
cuse us if we do not permit another 
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very obvious fact to pass without 
notice. Dr. Clarke as a comment. 
ator of great renown, must surely 
be acquainted. with the precept, 
‘‘let another praise thee and not 
thine own mouth, a stranger and 
not thine own lips.’ In the care. 
ful selection of particular passages, 
in which Mrs. Cooper says the 
most flattering things of him, his 
preaching and his writings he may 
perhaps suppose that he is yielding 
a strict and conscientious obsery- 
ance of the precept. We however. 
think it pretty certain that he has 
violated the letter and the spirit of 
theinjunction. When Dr. Clarke’s 
preaching is mentioned, ‘ edifica- 
tion and profit’’ follow as matters of 
course ; bis commentary }s not on- 
ly several times referred to, but 
Mrs. Cooper, from the inspection 
of the first part of that work only, 
does not hesitate to say, ‘‘ it will 
be, I have no doubt, the best that 
ever appeared.’ There is no evi- 
dence in the work before us that 
she ever saw any other commenta- 
ry, andthis may account for her 
having no doubt upon the subject. 
Itis singular that Dr. Clarke should 
copy and print such remarks con- 
cerning his own writings. 
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\ The General Assembly of the Presby- 
ae terian Church, desirous that one aniform 
system of Psalmody should be prepared 
8, for the use of the churches under their 
care, appointed at their last session, a 
committee consisting of the Rev. Drs. 
Romeyn, Alexander, Nott, Blatchford, 
and Spring, to prepare and digest such a 
system, to be submitted to the Assembly 
for their inspection, 







a 
The first number of a periodical work, 
entitled, ‘The Churchman’s Repository 
for the Eastern Diocess,’ has been pnb- 
‘ished at Newburyport. 
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In the state of Ohio, there are, at the 
present time, thirty seven newspapers 
published, of which three are in Cincinna 
ti, three is Chillicothe, two in Columbus, 
two in Zanesville, and one in each of the 
following places, viz. Circleville, Wor 
thington, Delaware, Mansfield, Cleveland, 
Warren, Canton, New- Philadelphia, New 
Lisbon, Steubenville, Mount Pleasant, St 
Clairsville, Lancaster, Marietta, Gallipo- 
lis, Portsmouth, West-Union, Williams- 
burgh, Lebanon, Hamilton, Eaton, Piqua, 
Troy, Dayton, Xenia, Springfield, and 
Urbana. 
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The annual commencement ot Yale- 
Collece, was beld in this city, on the i3th 
yist. Phe degree of Bachelor of Aris was 
copferred of the following gentlemen, 
Alumni of the College. | 

jeonard Bacon, Abraham Baljwin, 
ceorgee N. Bigelow, Cornehus R. Bogert, 
john H. Brockway, Mason Brown, J. 
yjortimer Cathn, Heary A. Chesebrough, 
fain TP. Collis, Theodore C. Cone, Chas. 
Cc, Dargag, Francis B. Deshon, Daniel 
v. Dewey, J. Gilbert Dow, Walter Ed- 
wards. Horace Foote, Jared Foote, Philip 
Gadsden, George C. Goddard, Charles 
ifooker, Williara J. Hubbard, Joseph 
liyde, Chester Isham, Henry Jones, kd- 
ward MeCrady, James Mckihenney, 
Samuel B. Mead, Matthew E. Mitchell, 
Washington Murray, Robert Orr, Seth B. 
Paddock, John P. C. Peter, Fercmiah H, 
Pierson. James S. Prather, Nathaniel A. 
Pratt, Z.R. Rogers, Francis H. Rutledge, 
?. P. Sanford, George A. Shelton, Elisha 
N. Sil, Samuel B. Sneed, S. William 
Starkey, John M. Sterling, Thomas S. 
Sterling, Solomon Stoddard, E. Pomroy 
Terry, Wiliam W. Tudor, Alexander C. 
Twioing, Daniel Van Matre, R. G. F. 
Wheeler, Chauncey Whittlesey, John P. 
Williston, John L. Wilkins, Theodore D. 
Woolsey. 

kara Stiles Gannett, A. B. of Harvard 
University, was admitted ad eumdem. 

The degree of Master of Arts was con- 
ferred on the following gentlemen, Alumni 
of the college. 

Augustus Alden, Ebenezer Bailey, Ne- 
bewiah Brown, Chauncey Bulkley, Ro- 
pert € hesebrough, Willard Child, Joseph 
L. Coit, Lyman Coleman, William D. 
Lancey, Baster Dickinson, Joseph Fow- 

William ©. Gay, Horace Gridley, 
Robert Hartshorn, L.camnii Hoadtey, 
lames Linsk v, Peter Lockwood, David 
™. Lord, Daniei Lord, Judah Lord, Geo. 
Marvin, Jared Reid, Edward Rutledge, 
fohn Pierpont, Jonathan Silliman, Rufus 
“palding, Lewis Starr, William ‘Titus, 
vezeliah G. Unford, Thomas Whittlesey, 
oon Titsworth, Samue! bB. lngersoll, John 
1. W o0lsey, Jared Griswold, and Jolin 
Walsh, 

The decree of Masterof Arts was like- 
“ise Conlerred on George W. Jacobs, and 
Nicholas R. Morgan, of Princeion College, 
Samuel Wells, o¢ Dartmouth College, Al- 
*xander B. Converse, of Union College, 
and Oren Hyde, of Middlebury College. 

The honorary degree of Master of Arts 
as Conferred onthe Rev. Jonathan Judd. 

lie degree of Doctor of Divinity was 
conierred on the Rev. John Owen, and the 
Kev, J oseph Hughes, of Eugland. 

ue degree of Doctor of Medigine was 
sect d on Devid E, Hall, William H. 
“Morvan, Elisha Harwood, James G, Per- 
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cival, Timothy D. Porter, Nathan Fv. 
Smith, and Wilham Webb. 

The honorary degree of Doctor of Me- 
dicine, oo the recommendation of the Me- 
dical Society, was conferred on Joseph 
Palmer, jr. and Samuel Rockwell. 

@n the day preceding Commencemenf, 
an Oration was pronounced before the 
Connecticut Alpha of the Phi Beta Kap- 
pa, by Professor Fisher. 


The Commencement at Cambricge 
University, was celebrated Aug. GOth, 
when fifty-six gentlemen received the de- 
rree of Bachelor of Arts, and sixty-three 
that of Master of Aris. ‘The degree of 
Doctor of Divinity was conferred on the 
Rev. Asa Messer, President of Brown 
University, and the Rey. William FP, 
Chauning, of Boston. 


At the Commencement at Dartmouth 
Collece, twenty-four were admitted to the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts; and twenty- 
one to that of Master of Arts. ‘The de- 
cree of M. D. was conferred on sixteen 
persons. The degree of Doctor of Divin- 
ify was conferred on the Rev. SAMUEL 
Woop, of Boscawen. The Rev. Dr. 
Dana, of Newburyport, has been chosen 
President of this institution. 


The Commencement at Brown Univer- 
sity, was held on the 6th instant. The 
degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred 
on twenty-nine, and that of Master of 
Arts on fourteen persons. 


At tbe Commencement at Middlebury 
College, on the 16th ultimo, twenty-two 
candidates were admitted to the firet de- 
gree, and twelve, in course to the second. 


The Commencement at the University 
of Vermont, was bi Id on the 9th of Au- 
cust, whco nine persons were admitted to 
the @e cree of Bachelor of Arts. 


The Commencement at Hamilton Col- 
lege, was held August 23d, when fourteen 
persons were admitted to the degree of 
Bachelor ot Arts, and six to that of Mas- 
ter of Arts. 


At the’ Commencement at Union Col- 
lege, on Juiy 26th, the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts was conferred op sixty five ; and 
that of Master of Arts, on eighteen, of 
whom five were alumniof Glasgow Uni- 
versity. 

The honorary degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity was conierred on the Rev. SAMUEL 
H. Turner, Professor of Biblical Lite- 
rature in the Episcopal Theological Semi- 
nary; Rey. Joun Epcar, of Belfast, 
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Ireland, and the Rev. THomas M’Ctt- 
Locu, of Pictou, Nova-Scotia. 

The Rey, Water MontEestTH, of 
Schenectady, was elected Protessor of 
Languages. 








At the Commencement of the Universi- 
ty of Pennsylvania, on the SOth of July, 
seventeen were admitted to the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, and six to that of Mas- 
ter of Arts. 







The annual Commencement at Bow- 
doin College, (Maine,) was held on the 
6:h iostant. ‘The degree of A. B. was 
conferred on eleven young gentlemen, and 
that of A. M. onthe came number. The 
degree of LL. D. was conferred on the 
honorable Frentiss Mellen. 












The British government, on the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Longitude, has 
determined to erect an Observatory at the 
Cape of Good Hope, upon the same scale 
with the Royal Observatory at Green- 
wich. Mr. Fellows, of Cambridge, has 
been appointed Astronomer. 









The University of Cambridge, England, 
has granted £5000, for building and fur- 





A? wishing an Observatory, which will be 
wi commenced when an additional sum of 
: £5000 shall be raised by subscription. 


The Royal Humane Society, in Eng- 
land, has, since 1774, the year of its es- 
tablishment, restored to life 4889 persons 
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in London and its neighbourhood. The 
Society has two objects : one, relating to 
persons rescued from drowning ; the oth- 
er, to those who are in a state of suspen- 
ded animation from whatever cause.— 
Within forty-years, more than twenty 
thousand persons have received the re. 
wards of the society. 


Variation of the Magnetic Needle.—By 
the statements of Colonel Mark Bs aufoy 
of Middlesex, England, it appears that the 
magnetic variation to the westward of 
the true north umformly increased, op 
taking the means monthly, until the be- 
ginning of the last year, after which it fluc- 
tuated, but gave a meant variation of 24 
deg. 467 min. in the first three months of 
1619. Since the beginning of Aprilin that 
year, this variation has uniformly decreas. 
ed. Col. Beaufoy also further states, that 
the western variation had been on the in- 
crease through 162 years, or since 1657: 
if was only 77 years before this period 
that the first authentic observations on 
the variation can be found, when the nee- 
dle at London, varied to the east 11 dec. 
15 min. J 


Egypt.—The Pacha of Egypt main- 
tains several young Egyptians at Milan, 
for the purpose of learning the sciences 
and arts of Europe. ‘These persons are 
directed to translate the Gazette of Milan 
into Arabic, for the inspection of the Pa- 
cha, who thus readily obtains much lite 
rary and political intelligence, 
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35 LETTERS addre-sed to T'rinitarians and 

hi } Calvinists, occasioned by Dr. Wood's 

rh Letters to Unitarians: by Henry Ware, 

ie D. D. Hollis Professor of Divinity in the 

ea | University at Cambridge. 8vo. Cam- 

a bridge. 

a at Baptism not REGENERATION: a 

uy if Sermon, preached in St. James’s Church, 

yal New-London ; by the Rev. Bethel Judd, 
4, 4 A.M. ——— New-London. 

) ae A Letter from a Trinitarian to a Uni- 
i tarian: dated at Greenfield, Ms. August, 





320. Greenfield. 

i, MISCELLANEOUS. 

He Songs of Judah and other Melodies, by 
Ai William B. Tappan, author of New-Eng- 
land and other poems. 12mo. - Philadel- 
phia 


Memoirs on the Warof the French in 











List of New Publications. 


Spain; by M. De Rocca, Officer of {Tus 
sars and Knight af the Order of the Le: 
gion of Honour. Translated from tit 
second Paris edition. S8vo. Philadelphia 

American Bards. A Satire. Phila 
delphia. 

A complete set of improved Lumar Ta- 
bles, for clearing the effect of refractior 
on Lunar Distances, with several othe: 
tables, &c. by Samuel P, Watkins. Plu 
ladelphia. 

Origin and Progress of the late difficu! 
ties in the first church in Worcester, Mass 
Published pursuant to a vote of said 
church. Worcester. 

Elegant Lessons; or the Young Lady’s 
Preceptor, being a series of appropriate 
reading exercises in prose and verse, PY 
Samuel Whiting, Esq. 12mo. Miudle- 
town. 
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AMERICAN BISLE SOCIETY. 
Continuation of speeches delivered 
at the nniversury. 

Me motion of thanks to the Treasurer 
and Secretaries was made by the Rey. 
Mr, Stansbury of Albany, and second- 
ed by the Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D. 
of Litehfield, Connecticut. 

Mr. Stansbury made the following re- 
marks :-— 

Mr. PRESIDENT, 

We are perpetually receiving blessings 
from God, but none surely that may be 
compared with the privilege of blessing 
others. This exalted power associates 
us (if the expression may be allowed me) 
with God himself, whose glorious preroga- 
tive itis to be the greatest of all givers. 
There 1s a bliss about its exercise which 
makes ite way into the deadest and cold- 
est of bosoms. Even the miser feels it, 
when he has by some happy fortuity bro- 
ken through the dull monotony of getting 
aud hoarding, aod has ventured for once 
to give. All men feel it when the call of 
some blessed charity brings heart to heart 
and hand to hand: when a purse is to be 
made up for the widow, or the little or- 
phan is to be fed, or clad, or schooled. 
But, sir, to day this bliss of heaven, (I 
may justly call it such, for nothing less 
than beaven sent it into the heart of maa, 
nor i® avy thing wanting but euough of 
this to make a heaven below,) this 
heavenly bliss of giving takes a higher 
iorm and exerts a more elevating power. 
Were we met to provide no better thing 
for our fellow-man than a perishing weed 
fo cover his flesh, or the perishing food 
that sustains its life, we might rejoice in- 
deed, but it would be with none of that 


mixture of sublime emotion that is thriil-- 


ig at this moment through so many 
hearts in this assembly. No, sir: ours is 
a higher charity. We meet to makea 
gift to the immortal mind: to give to 
sorrow a more than mortal solace, and to 
want amore than earthly supply. We 
are met to spread the Bible of God: a 
book it is now too Jate to eulogise. 
There was indeed a day, sir, (we have 
none of us forgotten it,) when those who 
yet held fast their belief in that book were 
called to contend for its value and to vine 
dicate its trath: but that day is past; 
past, sir, Itrust for ever. A day has suc- 
ceeded it, such as neither you, sir, nor any 
of us ever expected to see ; 19 which the 
honouring of this book has become the 


employment of nations and the strife of 


kings. No, sir, 1 will not attempt to 


praise it. The eulogy of the Bible is in 
the tears of the penitent whem it has 
subdued ; in the ardent vow of the profli- 
gate it has reclaimed: in the meek forti- 
tude of the suffering, whom it has sustain- 
ed; in the triumphant songs of the dying 
it has saved. Its monuments are in the 
laws, whose spirit it has enlightened and 
purified ; in the national sentiment, which 
it has raised and refined; in the national 
light which it has sent down to the habita- 
tion of the lowest poor; in the national 
morals, whose tone it has elevated and 
established; in the national institutions, 
whos, genius it has prevaeded with equity 
and freedom: in the national charities, 
which owe their very being to its power. 
The hand of culture cannot be more dis- 
tinctly traced on the face of wild and 
desert nature than the effect of this book 
on the moral condition of man, Look at 
mao without it. Look, sir, at those im- 
mortal republics, the glory and perfection 
of the pagan world. What were morals 
there? Morals! where the most rigid of 
exactors suffers me to steal, and com- 
mends me if | cover the theft by fals- 
hood: where the highest public authori- 
ty tells me if iny child is feeble or de- 
formed, to bring it to the public officer 
that it may be destroyed: where another 
instructor allows me to murder my moth- 
er when she is old: where another per- 
mits me to marry my daughter or my sis- 
ter: and another isforms me it isa virtue 
to become my owa destroyer. From mo- 
rals do we turn to religion? The darknegs 
deepens. [| ask the same masters of rea- 
son What I must worship: And one tells 
me to worship the sun and moon: anoth- 
er sends me to deified men and heroes: 
another builds me an altar to winds aud 
storms ; another to famine and pestilence : 
deities multiply at every step, and take 
new forms at every turn, till at length they 
start from every bush, and swarm in eve- 
ry pool, and iam bowed down to apes 
and crocodiles, to dogs and serpents, to 
‘+ birds, and four footed beasts, and creep- 
ing things.” I ask them once more; 
How [ must worship? and a priestess of 
Diana brings me a naked boy, and binding 
the little irembler to the altar, puts a 
scourge into my hand and tells me to whip 
him to death: the Druid brings mea hure- 
dle of reeds, and inclosed within a fellow 
man, made in my own image: he takes 
the scourge out of my hand and supplies 
its place with a torch: another shows me 
Moloch sculptured in brass and surround- 
ed with Halmes, and asks me to take the 
babe oytof my bosom apd lay it within 
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those oufstretched and fiery arms. Such, 
sir, after all the boasts of infidels, and all 
the charitable hopes of weak and mista- 
ken Christians, was the pagan world. 
And bas it chanyved ? What then mesus 


that infant’s shriek as It is dropped, by 


a mother’s hand, into the gaping jaws of 
that often fed and almost tamed ath vator 
What means that columnof smoke, that 
horrid din of drums and brazen cymbals, 
that heart-appalling pile where life tes 
interlocked and wedded with putrid death, 
where outraced nature struggles and up- 
braids in vain, and children’s hands are 
set to burn the living palpitating breasts 
that gave them suck? Winat means that 
moving mountain of all obscene things 
that misshapen abominafion on its top, or 
those maniac worshippers crushed beneath 
the slow-moving wheels below? Does this 
look like saving light? and are these the 
p roofs that the Bible is not needed ? No, 
sir, [ turn my eyes in vain over the wide 
spreading waste. From the mysteries 
of the Kdda beneath the pote, to the inys- 
tenes of tive Vedas beneath the line; from 
the attenuated refinement of Athens to the 
grossest barbarism of the ‘Tartardesert, 
from remotest Thulé to the Indus and the 
Cranges, there 
God, pra ctice of holiness, 
heaven: it is one vast Zahara, where nei- 
ther rain-drop falls, nor dew exhales, nor 
wholesome herb, nor fragrant floweret Iiits 
its head, And oh! Mr. President, when 
we reflect how appalling a proportion that 
moral desart bears to the !ittle verdant 
spot around Siloam’s well, can we want 
either gratitade for our own distinguished 
blesseaness, or motives of exertion to dis- 
pense it to others’ ‘True, indeed, the 
sending forth of the Bible does not secure, 
as a consequence of course, the 
those who receive it: but, sir, docs not 
the whole histor v of the Biblec ause, does 
not the w whole his story of the world demone~ 
strate that where that Bible comes. some 
men are always its happy couverts? Caan 
you pomt ime, sir, toa single land in ail 
the world that possesses the Bible where 
t! no believers? Sending then the 
Bible, is, on a broad and general calcula- 
tion, and according to all the known anal- 
ogics of providence, sending sal 
And ts this a thought that can go 
a Christian bosom 
sir, itis hike the electric stream. 
is to be the tssue, if in the judg 
are to meet, from cur fro 
depths of the forest, from every c 
this wide spre ad contine nt, Men, immor- 
tal men, Saved from eternal death by the 
Tibles we have sent them, hog ton is are 
luous, or what sacrifice n be counted 
great? But, sir, where toil ? and 
whatis the sacrifice? I behold instead 
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is neither knowledge of 
nor hope of 


saving of 


Serr, 


nothing but pleasures. Surcly, sir, it js 
a pleasure thus to meet, surrounded by ail 
that is venerable aud all that is love} ly, 
to witness the tnumphs of a heaven- born 
charity, and to aid them with our prayers, 
As certainly ts ita pleasure to contribute 
to this fuid of the heathen’s hope, to cact 
into this treasury of pity and of love. And 
sure | am it is not less a pleasure to be 
the almoner of a beneficence so truly di- 
vine—to enter the hut of poverly—io vis. 
it the lonely pallet of dejection and woe, 
and, like Jesus, who sends us, to bring to 
the abodes of guilt and sortow the peace. 
ful message of the skie: All this, sir, is 
pam ure, and stiasare only. Lt there be 
any thing that deserves the name of fa. 
bour, it falls upon those who with so much 
assiduity and faithtulness have watched 
over the concerus of this growing Institu- 
tion, and counselled with so much wis- 
dom tor the sacred interests of the Lible 
canse. Let them accept the tribute ofa 
grateful country : and while they ccutin- 
ve their high and hols task, let them litt 
their eyes to that day that is approaching 
Whea trom the rock on w hich the pilgrims 
landed, to the farthest promontory on the 
shores of the Pacific, from the pele to the 
Isthmus, and from the Isthmns to Cape 
Horn, this book of God which they distri- 
bute shall spread its pure light over the 
greatest and the happiest land that morn- 
Ing ever visits or spring adorns. 


The Hen. Roger Minot Sherman, of 
Connecticut, on moving a resolution ex- 
pressing the thanks of the meeting to those 
Secieties and individuais, who, since the 
last annisersary, lave made their pastors 
members of this Society for lite, spoke 
as follows. 


. PreEsipENT,—The numerous in- 

BY ee es of this liberality, | ry Societies and 
lidividuals, merit our sincere acknowledg- 
ments. No object, which has hitherto 
encaved the attention of men, Is more in- 
teresting to our fallen world, than that to 
which they haye contributed. The wealth, 
the influence, and the numbers which it 
has embodied, evince a change 1a the hu- 
man disposition, and indicate some great 
ap proar hing crisisain the eystem of events. 

From the earhest annals of history the 
world has involved an snoral dark- 
ness, and the leht of heaven bas shone 
butona few. ‘The abuse of blessings, 
and mutual infietion of injuries, have rep- 
dered out scene of suffering 
which was bought 
and capable of 
tinies, bas been 


Oceth 


habitation a 
Ebeaks 
with a Saviour s blood, 
high and imiacrtal des 
borne down with a weight of moral in- 
firmity ; its beauty marred and its syi- 
metry distorted —Powers which were 
bestowed by ® kind Creator, , competent 
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so the attainment of the highest bliss, have 
heen perverted to the ushallowed purpose 
-?sclf destruction, and employed to length- 
ey our removal from the Fountain of 

Good. When we compare our bistory 
with the wise and friendly counsels of 
Revelation, we are astonished that self- 
oye has been so unenlightened, and that 
aij efforts for our restoration to innocené 
ad wisdom have been so unavailing. 
Without the aid of the Sacred Records 
we should be baffled in attempting to ac- 
eount for the past condition of the w orid, 
and despair of any maternal amehoration 
hes state of man. But while the boly 
&¢ Scripture s unfold our character, and ex- 
hibit it ta allits gloom, th ey shed a lustre 
on our future history, and enable us to 
cherish the noblest hopes. 

The Pagan nations of antiquity, who 
made tie greatest attainments in Jitera- 
ture and the arts, made little progress in 
the actual | map rovement of the soul. ‘The 
proud and craving principles of the heart 
— those principles which would destroy 
hut for thee countervailing opposition to 
each other—were, indeed, disciplined by 
refinement, and, in some degre e, corrected 
by civilization ; but still remained the 
master-spriags of human action. ‘They 
have ever continued to embitter the enjoy- 
ments of domestic life, disturb the harmo- 
ny of more extended social imtercourse, 
— tyranny in the administration 

ivil government, rebellion against just 
ab tae collision aid conflict among 
neigh bouring nations, and, ia the fervour 
oF excitement, to convulse the earth with 
revolution, and drench it with blood. 

Until within the last thirty years, the 
progress of events has been comparative- 
'y slow: but in that little period we see 
concentrated the revolutions of ages. It 
"as preceded by the proudest achieve- 
ments of p hilosophy. The governments 

1 Europe lad stood strong, until their 
principles were moulded into the very 
labits, dispositions, and perigion of the 


pe ple, ‘Che most, eminent geniuses of 


the age, men who boasted of th ieir koowl- 
edge of the heart, and professed to under- 
‘and the principles of its most complex 
nd subtle operations, atiempted the bold 
fxperimeat of banishing the holy scrip- 
és trom the earth, and rearing the hu- 
man mind to perfection, freed trom the 
restraints of moral and religious influence. 
At an early period they were seconded by 
‘ue authority of a nation, preeminent in 
ower, and splendid in the career of im- 
pn vement. ‘The experiment was fairly 
ade. It was fostered by a greater coin- 
cidence of circumstances favourable to the 
‘Sion shan would have occurred in any 
preceding age Of the world. Many of us 


Lave witnessed itg origina, tts progress, and 


its end. Governments have been over- 
turned, cities wrapt in flames, and millions 
hurried by violence to the grave. Even 
how we see the traces of far-spread deso- 
lation, and feel the earth still trembling 
from the tremendous shock. Could we 
raise the veil which hides the world of 
spirits from our view, and see there the 
consequences of thus disowning Ged on 
earth-—could we feel their weight, and 
comprehend their eternity——our hearts 
would sink in view of the appalling scene. 

but, so iminovable is the seemingly fickle. 
heart of man; so strong his apparently 
feeble resolutions, that, witheut omnipo- 
tent aid, the awful vision would yield ne 
salutary iofluence, but terminate in tran- 
sient and profitiess dismay. Those who 
will not hear Moses and the prophets, will 
not be persuaded by converse with the 
dead. ‘The eventful period of which we 
speak has exhibited the human character 
in jights ijlustrative of the unspeakable 
value of the Word of Life. Standing like 
the prophet on the mount, we have seen 
the strong wind which rent the inountains 
ond brake the rocks in pieces ; and after et 
the earthquake and the fire. In them were, 
unseen, the fSotsteps of the God of order. 
Atter them is a small still voice which 
speaks from heaven, awakens (ic soul to 
aspire to endless bliss, and invites to a com- 
munion with God and the humbie and hap- 
py toliowers of the Prince of Peace. 

Although this display of man, in the 
majesty of his reason and strength of his 
native character, hus incurred a cost sur- 
passwg human calculation; yet the grand 
experiment has for ever retuted the argu- 
ments of infidelity, and furnished a vindi- 

cation of the rights of the only Potentate, 
which overawes the soul and composes the 
werldin silent admiration. 

*Pis the prerogative of God to educe 
good out of evil, ‘The highest achieve- 
ments ofhis grace have been wrought by 
the instrumentality of his enemies; and 
attempts, in their design and tendency 
most disastrous, have often resulted in the 
advancement of the happimess of man. 
By the events to which we have alludea, 
the state of civil society has been improv- 
ed, the ramparts of tyranny and supersti- 
tion shaken, and a way opeued, through 
th os€ great barriers, for the peaceful diffu- 
sion of knowledge and virtue. 

How audibly does the voice of provi- 
dence call on the friends of truth to avati 
themselves of this auspicious period to 
multiply and diffuse the rays of divine 
light? Even during the storm which deso- 
lated Christendom, the mild beams of tha 
gospel, by means of Bible Institutions, 
penetré ited the dark cloud which involved 
the nations ; touched the hearts of mon- 
archs, and gilded the mojuing of neac 


wi ge To 
io ee Sa oa 
’ i 
~ 
Ts 
~ 


vi 
Ki 
af 


é 
ie 
' 
Dk 
RS 
at 
' 


DAE BS PE om 











Pane. 


- 


Poe th ape ee 
7 


“ a <s 


a Ad 
5 ge eet er ts NG - 
POE OF hat ay Biter an ARES : 


































: 
4 
Bg: 
an 
¥- 
7 
a 
4 
¥ 
7 


v 


it) 

. 
* 

x 


oP a, tee: 
ety! 


ce Gym tt Mihi eh 
Me. At, 


* 


tie 
re 


a 
oe 
I pit | eat See tet 


ax 
= ne ¥. 
Se teakg 


















ABE Relig. Intel.—Continental Society. [Sepr 


with heavenly lustre. The Scriptures 
Rave taught humility in the palaces of the 
great, and carried weulth, more precious 
than silver and gold, to the cottages of 
the poor. Tenants of the dungeon have 
found a tiberty which no earthly prison 
can restrain; the child of sorrow acon- 
solation which no adversity can sadden. 
The oppressor and voluptuary have been 
made to tremble when reading of right- 
eousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come ; and the blind idolator has caught 
a ray from the Living God. How noble 
are our objects, and how encouraging our 
hopes! The patriot who breaks the ty- 
rant’s sceptre, and the monarch who dis- 
enthralls nations of political slavery, are 
held in long and honourable remembrance ; 
but the Everlasting Gospel, now preached 
by the mighty angel whois flying through 
the midst of heaven, emancipates the 
spirit from the empire of the world, and 
the body from the cold and deadly bond- 
age ol the grave. What heart, suscepti- 
ble of pity or of love; what mind capable 
of discerning moral excellence or estimat- 
ing intellectual elevation, but must zeal- 
ously co-operate in our great design ? 
But except the Lord build the house, they 
lubour in vain that buildit, Vis a work 


for omnipotente, and our efficiency is as 


humble instruments of his power. Unen- 
couraged by the promises of bis word and 
the language of his providence, we could 
assure ourselves no success in the magnifi- 
cent enterprise. The consummation of 
our hopes must be in fulfilment of his de- 
eign; and every event in the mighty sys- 
iem of his administration must occur 
when the fullness of tume for its accom- 
plishment has come. ‘The recent history 
of that portion of the world, to whoin are 
now committed the oracles of God, has 
mspired millions with the confidence that 
man’s redemption draweth nigh. In the 
sixteen years which have elapsed since the 
establishment of the British and Foreigu 
Bible Society, similar institutions, under 
its genial influence and example, have 
multiphed and flourished on both the con- 
tinents. A system so extensive, so pure, 
so powerful, so incapable of perversion to 
any evil purpose; whose disinterested 
beneficence annihilates political discord 
and sectarian asperity; whose power 
awakens no jealousy, and diffuses its in- 
fluence unobstructed even by the prejudi- 
ces of perverted minds ; must have arisen 


under the special auspices of heayen} 
The dawn it sheds on the earth is the 
morning of that day whose splendours 
beamed on the eyes of ancient prophets, 
and now radiate from the face of Him thay 
sitteth on the throne. May we witness the 
extension of their mild but resistless jnfly. 
ence until the earth 1s filled with His glory, 
and the soul of man conformed to Hj: 
adorable image. 

The motion of Mr. Sherman was second. 
ed by the Rev. Dr. Griffin of New- -Jersey, 

‘The Committee charged with this 
publication, much regret, that although 
it has been long delayed for the purpose, 
they have been unable to procure for | ‘. 
sertion copies of the very able speeches 
delivered on the occasion by the Rev. Drs 
Griffin agd Beecher.” 





Qe TED 
CONTINENTAL SOCIETY. 


On Tuesday, May 16th, the second 
Annual Meeting of the above Society, 
which has for its objects to assist native 
ministers of Evangelical sentiments, in 
preaching the Gospel, and distributing 
Bibles through the various countries on 
the continent of Europe, was held < 
Freemasons’ Hall, and was pecnt 
and respectably attended. At 12 o’clock 
Sir Tho. Baring, Bart. M. P. took the 
chair. 

The Report was read by the Secretary, 
Rev. Isaac Saunders, and commenced by 
observing the flattering progress the So- 
ciety had made, considering the shor! 
time it had been established, though op- 
posed by some heads of the Roman Cath- 
olic church; they had gained a footing In 
various parts of France, Spain, Germany, 
Switzerland, in the Netherlands, and othe: 
places, and only wanted greater assist- 
ance to enlarge their plans. The Repor 
conciuded by calling for additional pe- 
cuniary aid, which would enable them fo 
disseminate religious instruction in places 
now almost wholly destitule of it. 

The Report, on the motion of the Res 
Spencer Drummond, seconded by ™: 
West, was ordered to be printed. ‘Ih 
meeting was also addressed by the he¢ 
Dr. Waugh, Rev. Rowland Hill, Res 
Mr. Henry, of Leith, Rev. Mr. Smith, 
of Rotherham, Rev. Mr. Kyd, son oi the 
Professor of Aberdeen, Mr. Peliatt, Av. 
Neale, Mr. Bayford, &c. 
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From the Panoplist. 


CHOCTAW MISSION. 


Extract from a letter from the Mission- 
aries at Elliot to the Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Elliot, June 12, 1820. 

Rev. AND DEAR SiR, 


Our last joint letter was dated Dec. 
20, 1819. We did not intend so long 
, time should have elapsed before ano- 
ther communication. But in conse- 
quence of multiplied engagements, 
which have called some of us from 
Elliot during most of the winter and 
spring, this delay seemed unavoidable. 

Your letter of April 3d, has been re- 
ceived. The information it contained 
inspired us with new courage and 
zeal. We highly approve of the 
measures taken by the Prudential 
Committee, to furnish the missions tn 
this nation with suitable helpers. We 
have long been convinced, that without 
an experienced and persevering farmer 
at each establishment, the cause must 
suffer serious embarrassmnent. We 
yost ardently hope, that the board will 
be able to send them in the fall. We 
are daily expecting the arrival of broth- 
er and sister Wood, and the two other 
brethren. 

In reviewing the seenes through 
which the Lord has led us, we see 
much to excite our humility, our grati- 
tude, and our unshaken confidence ir 
Him, whose cause we are labouring to 
build up. From our journal, theugh 
very imperfect, you will have learnt 
most of the important particulars. 

The hand of the Lord was iaid 
heavily upon us in the winter. Thirty- 
=x of our family were sick at one time. 
Two or three eases were considered 
dangerous. Butin the midst of judg- 
ment the Lerd remembered mercy.— 
By the close of March, general health 
Was sestered, whieh, corsidering the 
number of the family, has been entoy 
ed to an uous ‘ Ine 


ab degree ever since. 
here have been, however, among the 
labourers and children, many distress- 
Ing Cases nf sore eyes. 

fi February, a second establishment 
Was commenced near the Pombipbee 
river, about one hundred miles south- 
easterly from Eiiot. Some particulars 
6! this have already been commun ica- 
ted. Three and four labourers have 
been employed at that place, but we 


have y » gg a . ‘ e . ” 
jave not yet been able to spare one of 


the brethren from Elhot to reside there. 

A convenient house has beeu com- 
pleted, a garden and yards for cattle 
prepared; and it is expected that 
twenty or twenty-five acres of corn 
and potatoes will be cultivated. It is 
highly important, that a number of ad- 
ditional buildings should be erected in 
the course of the next fall and winter, 
and large preparations made for raising 
provisions. ‘This will enable us to open 
a school in the autumn of 1821, with- 
out great embarrassment, and we think 
with less expense than has been incur- 
red at the other establishments. If 
these preparations should be made 
with suitable activity, we think the na- 
tives will wait with patience. 

The Prudential Committee have al- 
so been informed, that the Six Towns 
have made an earnest request, that the 
American Board wouid establish a 
school and a blacksmith’s shop im their 
distriet. This request was accompa- 
nied by an appropriation of one thou- 
sand dollars per annum for seventeen 
years, for the school, and the same 
amount for the shop. Individuals in 
that district have given encouragement 
that if the establishment should be put 
in operation, further appropriations 
may be expected. It was contemplated 
by the natives, that the shop should be 
apublic one. It is doubtful whether it 
would be expedient, or whether the 
agent would think it advisable that the 
board should have any thing to do with 
itinthatshape. The hope is indulged, 
that the appropriation will be so modi- 
fied, that the whole will be given to the 
school, and the shop be established on 
the principles of the one now at Elliot. 
Should the Prudential Committee take 


_this establishment under their patron- 


ace, itis our opinion that it ought to be 
commenced in the fall, and that a mis- 
sionary and a good blacksmith should 
be sent out with reference to it. 

At Elliot. there have been erected 
since we last wrote, one log house, 
tweaty by twenty-two feet; a meat 
house, eighteen by twenty feet; and a 
comimedious joiner’s shop. About ten 
acres of excellent bottom land have 
been cleared by bired help, and four or 
five acres vy the boys under the direc- 


tion of broiver Williams. Considera- 
bie progress has also been made in sev- 
eval branches of mechanical labour, 
ang in various other business. The 
schoo! has increased in numbers and in 


favour with the people. At present it 
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consists of seventy promising children. 
All these live in our family, eat at our 
table, and are receiving, in every res- 
pect, a civilized and Christian educa- 
tion. 

We are receiving from the Choctaws 
the most pleasing evidences of their 
friendly disposition ; of the confidence 
they repose in us; and of their in- 
creasing interest in the objects of the 
mission. On the 3d inst. we were vis- 
ited by two of the kings or principal 
chiefs of the nation, attended by seven 
or eight of their captains. They ex- 
pressed the highest satisfaction with 
the school, and as a proof of their sin- 
ceritv, king Puck-sha-nub-bee gave, out 
of the annuity due to this district, two 
thousand dollars per annum, for six- 
tcen years, to commence with 1621, 

At our request they tarried over the 
Sabbath, which was principally devot- 
ed te their instruction, in some of the 
interesting portions of Scripture Histo- 
ry, anda few of the leading doctrines 
of the Gospel. They gave strict atten- 
tion, and after the close of two exer- 
cises, they addressed the children for 
near an hour, in which they exhorted 
them to listen to the Good Book, whieh 
taught them to love all mankind. One 
of the Chiefs told the children they 
must not attend to it as to a common 
book :—Said he was very ignoraut of 
it himself, but from what he had heard, 
he thought it the Great Book. ‘We 
should be very glad,’ continued he, ‘to 
hear that any of the children were dis- 

osed to walk in the geod path, which 
the Good Book pointed out.’ 

Puck-sha-nub-bee left a nevhew, a 
full-blooded wild Choctaw, to attend 
school. He wished him to be taught 
to work. “The Todians,” said he, 
“are so lazy. that they will hardly rise 
up to eat. We have no way at home 
to employ our children but to let them 
play. [have brought my nephew here, 
fhat he may be kept at work. I give 
him up to you to put him to a trade, 
or on the farm, as you please, and to 
do with him, In every respect, as you 
think best.” 

These facts proclaim, more loudly 
than volumes of arguments, the friend- 
ly disposition of the Choctaws; and, 
at the same time, show that ‘the fields 
are white already to the harvest.’ 

In the view of these facts, and what 
will be expected of us and of the Amer- 
rcan- Board, we fee! a trembling anxic- 


ty. In order to meet with correspond. 
ing exertions, these liberal and eX pay. 
sive views, much labour and much mo 
ney will be regquired.—We are deeply 
sensible to the wants of the widely ex. 
tended missions, which are dependent 
on the funds of the Board.—We syyy. 
pathize with our Christian bretires 
generally, on account of the enhap. 
rassments of our common country.— 
We view with grief the decrease of 
those streams of Christian benevoience 
which have so long flowed into the 
Treasury of the American Board, 
Our grief is increased by the conside. 
ration, that this happens at a_tim¢ 
When, more than at any former period, 
great exertions are evidently required 
by the openings of Providence. We 
ive! constrained, by the most powerfu! 
motives, to go forward ; and not in the 
least relax our exertions. We cannot 
fora moment admit the idea, that the 
Christian Public is insolvent. We be- 
lieve the Lord Jesus Christ has put in- 
to the hands of his disciples the means 
of carrying on his own work. Some 
may feel a temporary embarrassment: 
and others, who do not know the ur- 
gent ealls of the heathen, or the man- 
ner in which their money is expended, 
may not be disposed to give as much as 
they are able. But we feel a confi- 
dence, that when the subject is fully 
understood, and the appeal directly 
made, means will be furnished to carry 
onthe work. The kingdoms of this 
world have bye ey) fiver to the Lord AY . 
sus Christ, and he will take possession 
of them. 

By exhibiting th of this mis 
sion, It is net intended to held it up as 
a more important object of Christian 
patronage than eny other. We only 
wish to contribute our mite towards 
strengthening the confidence and en: 
couraging the hearts of the friends ov! 
missions, inorder that they may be ex- 
cited to greater exertions, 

It isa fact we have no wish to dis 
guise, tat Indian missions are more 
expensive than was originally anticipa- 
ted. It is equally true, that more, 
much more, bas been done in the short 
period of time since beginning, than 
was ever anticipated by their most sau- 
guine advocates. from all past expe 
rience if appeared manifest, that no 
permanent impression could be produ 
ced by temporary efforts. Agreeably, 
therefore, to the instructions of the 
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Prudential Committee, it has ever been 
‘he object of the missionaries “ to lay 
the foundation broad and lasting.” — 
This bas unavoidably been attended 
with much expense. 

It is estimated, that the establish- 
ment at Elliot has already cost up- 
wards of $12,000, exclusively of all the 
labour dove gratuitously by the Mis- 
sionaries. But it ought to be distinet- 
ly kept in mind, that the greater part 
of this money has not been consumed. 
It has been vested in various property, 
cgme of which is of the most produc- 
tive kind, and which may be consider- 
ed asa permanent fund for the support 
of the mission. There are now he- 
longing to the establishment at Elhot 
nore than 200 neat cattle, including 
ealves. ‘There are also teams cf oxen 
and horses, Waggons, carts, ploughs, 
and other implements of husbandry, 
suitable for a large plantation. More 
than 50 acres of land are cleared and 
under cultivation. Upwards of twen- 
ty buildings,—including a blacksmith’s 
shop, mill, and joiner’s shop, have been 
erected. Mechanical tools for various 
branches,—lessons, books, and station- 
ary for the school, have been provided ; 
and all the varied apparatus prepared 
for the accommodation of a family 
consisting of one hundred. 

All the above property, including the 
use of the plantation which may be 
considered as secured to the school du- 
ring its existence, may, ata moderate 
estimate, be valued at $8,000. There 
has been, therefore, a consumption of 
only $4,000 for all the pur poses of this 
mission. Or, in other words, of the 
$1 2,000 expended at Elliot, $8,000 are 


vested in property, which ts product-_ 


ive, and suited to the various wants 
of the establishment. 

We will now present to the view of 
the Committee the effeets, which, by 
the blessing of God, have been pro- 
duced by the expenditure and invest- 
inent of this money at Elliot. 

In the first place, there is a very 
strong and general impression through- 
out the nation, in favor of Christian ed- 
ueation. The Choctaws not only wish 
to have their children educated, but 
they wish to have then: e ‘ducate d by 
rood men 3 and instructed in the way 
of the Good Book, which teaches to 
love all mankind. 

Secondly, there are 76 children in 
the sehool, who have made very con: 
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of education ; in habits of industry ; 
and in a knowledge of the first prinei- 
ples of the Gospel. 

In the third place, it has excited 
amoung the Choctaws a spirit of liberal- 
ity in aid of schools, and other objects 
of instruction, which is perhaps with- 
out a parallel among unenlightened 
and uncivilized people. Besides the 
sunseription last August for the school 
at Kihot, the Choctaws have appropri- 
— $5,000 annually for 17 years, and 

2,000 annually for 16 wears for the 
ial of schools 5; and $1,000 annu- 
ally for 17 years for the support of a 
blacksmith’s shop: making an aggre- 
gate of $6,000 a:nually, or the toterest 
of $409,000, appropriated within ten 
months, for the purposes of instruction 
aod civilization. 

Fourthly, though we have much rea- 
son to be humbled, that the preaching 
of the word has had so little effect, yet 
we believe there ure some individuals, 
in whom it has been instrumental of 
exciting a serious concern for their im- 
mortal interests. ‘The hope is also in- 
dulged, that God is preparing the way 
for many to be brought to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
the Chiefs said, the Choctaws were ve- 
ry ignorant ; 
them were prepared to listen to the 
Good Book, which produced such good 
effects,—and which made the good 
people, who believed it, love all man- 
kind. 

There is another circumstance, which 
ought to be taken into view in this con- 
nexion. 
operations for other missions. The 
resourees Which have been concentra- 
ted here have enabled the brethren to 
advance considerable supplies, and 
more than $500 tn eash, towards the 
new establishment on the Tombigbee. 
Some supphes have also been advane- 
ed to the brethren engaged in the Ar- 
kansaw mission. 

Such have been the consequences of 
those appropriations, which the liberal- 
ity of the Christian public bas enabled 
the Prudential Committee to make for 
the mission at. Elliot. Without this 
aid we should have laboured compara 
tively in vain. ‘Po the blessing of Al 
mighty God, ou the charities and pray - 
ers ral his people, we would aseribe al} 
the suceess, Which has attended our 
fecble exertions. 

In view of what has been wrought. 
have not the Prudential C 
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have not the Christian public, cause 
for devout thankfulness ? and willibey 
not be excited to increased exertions ? 
What friend to the cause will regret, 
that the work has proceeded thus far ? 
thatso much money bas been expend- 
ed? We cannot think, that a single 
donor would be willing to take back 
what be has given, and fore: o the sat- 
isfaction he feels in the result. 

Equally unwilling do we think he 
would be to see the work stop here.— 
After the liberal support whieh this 
missivd, In connexion with others, has 
received; after the happy effects, 
which have followed, we find no place 
in our breasts for the idea, that its pat- 
rous would see it languish and decline 
for want of support. Neither can we 
suppose, that they would be willing 
that the $3,000 a year, already appro- 
priated for the support of schools in the 
iwo other districts, should remain un- 
employed for wast of that additional 
aid, which is necessary to put them in- 
to suecesstul operation. 

The establishment at Elliot ts not 
yetcomplete.  flouses tor the accom- 
modation of the Mission families are 
needed ; as are a barn and two orthree 
small buildings. A hundred acres 
more laud ought to be opened and cal- 
tivated. When this is done, and the 
young stock grown, so as to supply 
the family in a considerable degree 
with meat, which wil) be in the course 
of two or three years, we think the 

$2,000 a year appropriate ‘d by the na- 
Res , In Connexion with the donations 
of clothing, and provisions, which may 
be expected from the states, will go 
very far towards supporting the estab- 
lishment. But to complete the buil- 
dings, open sufficient land, and provide 
for the support of the fanuly @util oth- 
er means can be brought inte opera- 
tion, considerable money wall be requi- 
red. 

The appropriations made by the na- 
tives, for the ihe other establishments, 
thor rh they will do much towards sup- 
por fing them, when put in ope ration, 
will be wholly inadequate to laying the 
foundation. Unless there are means, 
la the first instance, for procuring a 

age stock, and bringing uuder culti- 


vation an extensive pranti ition, the ex- 
peuses for provisio us Wou Id be sO 
creat, that mois doubiful whet 
world long be supported, 

Kor these and various other obiects, 
ecessicry at tac commencement of an 


her it 


establishment, four or five thousand 
dollar s annually for three or four years 
will be required at each, beside jie 
appropriation made by the natives. 
Gladly would we lower the estimate, 
if we thought it could be done With 
safety The work to be accomplish. 
ed isa great one. The natives view jt 
asa great one, and one which cannot 
be dune without ample means. They 
do not consider their appropriation a; 
adequate to the object, or as capable 
ot being employed to advantage with- 
out further aid. They have made the 
appropriations in fall contidence, that 
the good people of the United States 
will ‘grant them such further aid, as 
will complete the establishment at El. 
liot, and place the other two on a sim 
ilar foundation. Should the plan oi 
operations here commenced be follow. 
ed up fora short time, further aid may 
be expected from the natives. Judg- 
ing from their friendly disposition, 
from the great interest they take in ed. 
ucation, and from what they have al- 
ready done, we think it a reasonable 
conclusion, that, at no very distant pe: 
riod, the Choctaws, will provide, in a 
great nieasure, tor the support of their 
own schools. But should the impulse 
they have received be suffered to sub- 
side, should the appropriations they 
have made remain unproductive, for 
want of such additional aid as would 
put them in operation, their hopes 
would be disappointed ; their school 
would Janguish; and the ijabour of 
vears and the expense of thousands 
would be necessary to raise them again 
to the same pitch of benevolent exer 
tion. 

While exhibiting the animating pros 
pects of this mission, and the moiives 
which call for increased exertion, we 
would not convey the idea, that there 
are no difficulties or discouragements 
attending it. The Committee should be 
fully apprised, that such is the peculiat 
structure of these establishments, that 
they will always be attended with ma- 
ny and peculiar diificulties. That they 
are admirably calculated fer the tn- 
struction and general improvement of 
the Indians, no one has ever doubted, 
Who has seen their operation. bul to 
conduct them successfully will require 
unwearled exertions, and a_ sacrifice 
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she work. The powers of their bodies 
and the faculties of their minds are 
pledged for the prosecution of it. We 
have many imperfections and have 
ceason to be deeply humbled in view 
of unfaithfulness. But we presume 
our Christian friends will not think, 
that the donations they make to the 
object, though fiberal, and attend- 
edin many instances with a sacrifice, 
are to be compared with the weari- 
someness and painfulness we must feel 
while occupied in 4 ceaseless round of 
cares, and struggling with difficulties, 
which ean neither be felt, vor imagined 
except by those w no experience them. 

The patrons of these schools, by 
whose generous aid we have been eva- 
nled to do so much, ave still permitted 
to eujoy the society of their fieuds, 
and to repose in the bosom of their 
farniies. ‘The devoted missionary, 
while he tears asunder the tenderest 
ties of nature, and exchanges the tran- 
quil repose of his beloved little family, 
for the bustle, the toils, and the trials 
of a large missionary establishment, 
where there are almost as many hab- 
its and dispositions to reconcile, as 
there are individuals,—feels that it is 
fo: the cause of Christ, and were the 
sacrifice a hundred fold greater it ought 
tohe made. Still he feels that di iaa 
sacrifice ; but, while he ean be useful, 
he rejoices that he is counted worthy 
to make it. 

Those who are holding us up, and 
who are praying for the success of our 
labors, must remember, that in this 
burning climate, and oppressed with a 
Weight of care, life cannot be loug.— 
What they wish us to do must be done 


quickly. Butitcannot be done with- - 


gut adequate means, 

We are confident, that if all contrib- 
uted according* to their ability, means 
would not be wanting. If every hun- 
dredth person in the United States 
should contribate only one dollar an- 
nually, it would be nearly three times 
as muchas has been contributed annu- 
ally to the funds of the Board. And 
the same persons contributing 25 cents 
tupualiy, would more than supply the 
wWanis of this nation. But while look- 
ing at Calvary, and viewing the cross of 
Christ, the agonies and the blood it cost 
to redeem a fallen world, we shali not be 
satisfied with giving a few cents,or a few 
dollars, that the great salvation may 
he proclaimed to the ends of the earth. 

Dear Sir, we hope you will excuse 
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us for vbtruding on your attention so 
many of our own views and feelings.— 
We sympathize with the Prudential 
Committee in all their labours and anx- 
leties. We pray the Lord to give 
them strength equal to their day, and 
menns equal to their eniarged desires. 
We have the sure word of prophecy, 
that the heathen shall be given to Jesus 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for his possession.— 
The silver and the gold are the Lord’s 
and the cattle oo a thousand hills. 

There is one more subject we beg 

leave to bring before the Committee.— 
It willnot be supposed, that brother 
kkingsbury, burdened with such a mul- 
uplicity of temporal concerns, as have 
rested on bim for three years past, 
should be able without time for prepa- 
ration, to discharge, in so fall a manner 
as would be desirable, the various pas- 
toral duties connected with this mis- 
sion. He cannot, under existing cir- 
cumstances, neglect the general super- 
intendance of the temporal concerns : 
the necessary correspondence with the 
Prudential Committee, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and the nu- 
merous friends and patrons of this es- 
tablishment. These, including the ne- 
cessary arrangements for the other es- 
tablishments, are more than = suffi- 
cient, of themselves to occupy the 
time of one man. Still we consider 
the spirituai concerns of the mission as 
the great object. If they should be 
long neglected all will be lost. For 
some time we have been supported by 
the hope, that brother Wright would 
speedily arrive. But pow it: appears 
doubthil, whether he will join as. 

The fleld of Jabour is becoming £0 
extensive, and the the duties so mitltl 
plied, that two or three missionarles 
Will soon be needed especially if the 
other establishments go into operation 
We are gre atly indebted to the bre: kh- 
ren Finney end Washburn for their 
labors of love during their continuance 
at thisstauon. A reeotliection of these 
favors serves to lipress our minds 
more strongly with a sense of our pres- 
ent destitute coudifitn. We havea 
confidence that the Prudential Com- 
mittce,in their anxieties for our tempo- 
ral support will not: forget our spiritu- 
al wants. We will not cease to pray, 
that the Lord would raise up and send 
out faithtul men, under whose labours 
the wilderness shall bud and blossor 
as the rose 
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4Y2 Relic. Intel. 
Brow ike Ponoplist. 
CEYLON MISSION. 

Letter from Messrs. Winslow and 


Spaulding to the 


Secretary. 


Correspondin g 


Columbo, Feb. 2, 18290. 
Rev. anv Dear Sir, 

By a joint letter from us and brother 
Scudder, by the Indus, Capt. Wills, 
you will bave learned the merciful 
dealings of God towards us nuptil our 
departure from Caleutta. We gs 
passage for Ceylon, Nov. 10th, a 

sood ship, the Dick of S wade, a 
had only to regret the detention of 
brother W oodward by the sickness of 
his wife. We left him, however, with 
the assurance, that though ina land of 
strangers, he was surrounded by sym- 
pathising friends, and under the care of 
a kind Providence. 

Our passage was long, but pleasant. 
By the kiodness of our Captain, we 
were permitted, not only to preach on 
the Sabbath, but to hold meetings eve- 
ry evening with the seamen. They 
generally gave good attention; some 
appeared seriously impressed ; and we 
left the ship with the bope, that two at 
least were under deep convictions. 

We made tie Island of Ceylon nine- 
teen days after erobarking, and twelve 
from the time of leaving the river ; but 
it was three days more before we could 
gain the harbour of Trincomale, being 
carried beyond it at night by a strong 
current, which exposed us to some 
danger from the rocks on the coast.— 
At Trincomale we were very kindly 
received by the We sleyau bie ‘thren, 
Messrs. Carver and Stead, who did ev- 
ery thing in their power to assist us. 

We hoped to find some method of 
direct couvevance from this port te 
Jaffna; but as the monsoon made it 


impossible to go by water, there was 
none excep ‘t through an hg t track- 
fess jung! : of oue huodred ane thirty 
miles, i tothe course of which were sev- 


ral rivers to be torded. Thre 


journey 
we concluded to attempt; 


? 
Gut et en- 


deavouring to obtain palani eons and 
woolies, We found they could nor be 


had for so many travellers, W emight 
nave waited until the first band could 
return, but were told thatin a 
ine weather would be such as to ren- 
der travelling impracticable, as the 
ralny season was commencing, and the 
rivers would soon swell so as to be im- 
passable. ‘To stay at Trineomale was 
‘mpracticable, as not a heuse could be 
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hired ; and that of the Wesleyan breth- 
ren, as they were building, was not jn a 
situation to receive Our pas Saye 
was paid to Columbo, and the prospect 
was, that we could find a more re ady 
conveyance there, than from any othey 
port co the Island. Brother Sendder, 
however, as bis labors seemed tu be 
peculianly needed at Jaffoa, on account 
of the Hi bealth of our brethren there, 
coneluded to attempt the journey y by 
land. With some difficulty the means 
of conveyance were for ind: and Wwe 
left "Princomale after a stay of thre 
days, while our dear brother and siste; 
were preparing to go through the wil 
derness. 

On our way to Columbo, we touci: 
ed at Galle, a very pleasant pert on the 
southern extremity of the Island, and 
were detained several days. During 
this time we were most hospitably en- 
tertained in the family of Mr. McKen- 
ney, a Wesleyan missionary ; and oui 
hearts were cheered by a sight of the 

good work which he and his colleagues a 
are there carrying on. The schools, 
which form the glory of the Wesleyan 
missions here, are at this station very 
flourishing, and afford an_ interesting 
spectacle. 

We finally reached Columbo, Dec. 
20th, rejoicing to see this capital of the 
country, which is to be our future 
home. The Rev. Mr. Chater, who is 
well known as the very kind and most 
hospitable friend of our brethren, im- 
mediately invited us to his house, till 
we could make arrangements for pro- 
ceeding to Jaffna. 

We feared being obliged by the north 
east monsoon to remain at Columbo 
some weeks, but had the happiness of 
finding, that we might, with some difli- 
cally, proceed soon by an inland navi- 
gation through lakes and canals. We 
were evcouraged to attempt this, by 
that very valuable friend of our mis- 
ston, J. N. Moovart. Esq. of Jaffna, 
whe was provide tially at Columbo, 
and calculating to return by this route, 
in teu or twelve days. He has, how- 
ever, been detained from day to day, 
aud we have waited for him until the 
present time. Weare now to start to- 
roorrow. Phe delay we have regret- 
ted, though our situation has been ren- 
dered as pleasant as it could be by the 
einem of those around us, especially 

i Mr. and Mrs. Chater, to whom we 
ave deeply indebted, and of the Wes- 
leyan brethren at this station. ‘The 


us. 


other friends of our mission who reside 
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at this place, have treated us with at- 
tention and kindness. 

We have had the pleasure of meet- 
ing most of the missionaries on the 
Island ; the Wesleyans holding their 
annual conference here, and the church 
missionaries being met on the business 
of their mission. ‘There were yester- 
day at our table fifteen missionaries— 
such a thing as probably never was at 
Columbo before. The Chureh mis- 
sjonaries are regularly with us in the 
same family. They are most valuable 
men, 

(Messrs. W. and S. waited on Sir Rob- 
opt Brownrigg, the governor, soon atier 
‘heir arr val at Columbo, and were kindly 
received by him. He was just leaving 
‘he government, and had leit the Island, 
hefore the date of this letter, amidst the 
jeep regrets of the friends of religion, to 
whom he had become greatly endeared by 
his wise and paternal administration. His 
suceessor is Maj Gen. Sir Edward Barnes. 

Messrs. W. and S. bear witness to the 
excellent character which our missiona- 
cies at Jaffna sustain in the island, particu- 
larly for their laborious services, and their 
conscientious economy ; the support al- 
lowed to the Wesleyan missionaries and 
their schools being much larger than that 
allowed to our establishments. | 


ad 


Since coming here we have receiv- 
ed several communications from the 
brethren at Jaffna. They are still af- 
flicted with sickness. Brother Rich- 
ards is better than it was expected he 
ever would be, but far from having any 
prospect of final recovery. Brothers 
Poor and Meigs are both nearly laid 
aside by sickness, though they were 
both better at the date of our last ac- 
counts. Brother and sister Scudder 
arrived in safety to their assistance, af- 
ter a lung and dangerous journey. He 
-cems to have entered with spirit into 
the work, You will have learned be- 
fore this, that the brethren have al- 
ready seen some fruit af their labour— 
0 the apparent conversion of several 
‘rom among the natives. 

We have to day heard of the safe ar- 
‘ival of brother and sister Woodward 
ut Trincomale. The Lord has afflict- 
ed them since we parted by removing 
‘rom them their littleson. They will 
proceed by land to Jaffna. From 
brother and sister Seudder we heard 
‘hree days ago, that she had become 
ihe mother of a fine little girl; and to- 
day we have the sad intelligence of its 
Geath. We long to see and sympa- 
thize with the afflicted parents. For 


the many mercies we daily receive, we 
desire to feel ourselves under vew ob- 
hgations to devote ourselves to Christ 
wmong the poor heathen, whose 
wretchedness we now behold, and of 
which the balf had not been told us. 
With the highest sentiments of af- 
fection and respect, we are, Rev. and 
Dear Sir, Your servants in the Gos- 
el, M. Winstow, 
L. SPAULDING. 





OSAGE MISSION. 
From the American Missionary Register. 


‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord’ 


With deep and unfeigned sorrow, we 
are called to announce the melancholy 
tidings of the death of two of the 
Union Missionary Family. Miss Hoyt 
and Miss Lines have finished their pil- 
grimage, and gone to their eternal rest. 
The former took her departure on the 
21st, and the latter oa the 25th of July. 
The remains of both are entombed on 
the banks of the Arkansas. Both were 
amiable and lovely in their lives ; and 
both avill long be remembered with re- 
spect and affection, by the surviving 
members of the mission family—by 
the Board of Managers under whose 
patronage they had embarked in their 
christian enterprize—by a wide circle 
of relatives and friends—and by every 
individual throughout our country, who 
cherishes a tender regard for the pious 
and devoted servaats of our God and 
Redeemer. 

This mournful intelligence reached 
us this morning, in the subjoined letter 


from the Superintendant and Assistant. 


It will be recollected, that, in this 
climate, the heat of the weather, during 
the last two weeks of June, and the 
whole of July, was unusually severe ; 
and it doubtless was much more op- 
pressive on the waters of the Arkan- 
sas. When we add to this unfavoura- 
ble circumstance, that the current of 
the river, in many places, is so rapid, 
that it can only be ascended by the ef- 
fort of warping up the stream, we 
ought not, perhaps, to feel surprized 
that the family should have been visit- 
ed with sickness and with death. 

In this afflictive event, it is our duty 
to recognize and revere the hand of a 
sovereign and righteous God. 

While we weep over the loss we 
have sustained, we mourn not as those 
who mourn without hope. We derive 
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the richest consolation from the assur- 
ance that our departed triends, released 
hy their compassionate Saviour from 
his service on earth, have been trans- 
lated toa purer and more delightful 
service in his kingdom on high. 

The following passage from a letter, 
written by Miss Hoyt, to ber friends in 
Connecticut, onfy a few days before 
she was seized with the fatal fever, wall 
be read, at the present moment, with 
peculiar interest :—‘ As yet, we have 
been blessed with health. Tow long 
it will please God to continue it, | know 
not, nor do T desire to know. His will 
be done, and al! wil} be well; sickness 
or death, life or health. Sweet will be 
the hour when we are released from 
these decaying tabernacles and receiv- 
ed into the arms of everlasting love, to 
extol through eternity, the infinite rich- 
ness of divine grace.’ 

Letter from the Superintendunt and 
Assistant. 
daitle Rock, (Ark) July 29, 1820. 

Dear Sir,—From this place, to us, 
who survive, a scene of affliction, and 
a season of gratitude, we address you. 
We sent on a communication from the 
Post of Arkansas. Since that time, a 
kind and righteous Providence has 
been pleased to visit us. Sister Hoyt 
we buried on the bank of this river on 
the 21st inst. She died the evening 
before, after a sickness of about seven- 
teen days. Sister Lines we buried on 
the 25th, in this place. Dear Sir, we 
could here drop our pen, and pour out 
our tears. Our hearts are full when we 
tell you the loss we have sustained.— 
Those beloved sisters are not with us ; 
but our loss is their gain; they have 
gone to be with Christ. 

Sister Johnson was taken sick about 
the same time with sister Hoyt. She 
is gaining strength. Several of the 
brethren and sisters have been visited 
with the fever. Our situation became 
so uppromising and alarming, and our 
boats so unhealthy, in consequence of 
the heat, and their crowded state, that 
we thought it our daty to stop at this 
place, unload our boats, and give our 
sick Opportunity te recover. We reach- 
ed here on the last sabbath, July 25d. 
Our sick who survive are all apparently 
recovering. We shall write frequently. 
We have not time now to give you de- 
fails, as the person who is to carry this 
‘ Nashville post-olfice, is waiting. 


With devout thanks to God for his 
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great goodness, we subseribe ourselves 
your cheerful servants ia Christ, 
Wx». F. Varuy. 
E. Caapman, 
N. B. One of our hands died on the 
Sthinst. We shall endeavour to rive 
all particulars as soon as we have time 


CONNECTICUT EDUCATION SOCIETY, 
oth ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Commitee of Appropriation of th: 
Connecticut Education Society, sub. 
nut the following Report for the yea 
ending September 8, 1820. 

The whole sum appropriated to the 
beneficiaries of the Society during the 
year, tneluding the avails of the Lewis, 
and Noyes, and Talcot donations, is 
two thousand Dollars. 'This has been 
distributed, in unequal portions, among 
thirty-one individuals, making an ave- 
rage Of $64 52to each. The benefi- 
claries, in the Senior class, are Leon- 
urd Bacon, Chester Isham, Nathaniel 
“lt. Pratt, Zabdiel kK. Rogers ;—in the 
Junior class, George Adams, Alanson 
Benedict, Nathaniel Bouton, William 
Case, Roswell Goodwin, David Greene, 
Flave! Griswold, Rodolphus Land fear, 
Samuel Whitney ;—in the Sophomore 
class, Spencer BF. Beard, Henry Bene- 
dict Horatio Vv. Brinsmade, George 
Carrington, Walter Colton, Solomon 
Lyman, Asahel P. Milis, Harvey P. 
Peet, Ithamar Pillsbury, John Todd, 
Jared B. Waterbury ;—in the Freshmen 
class, Millon Badger, Samuel Bissell, 
Gurdon Hayes, Stephen Peet, Duuley 
Phelps, Judson A. Root, and Joseph 
Whiting. Tie appropriation to Sam- 
uel Whitney, was a few days subse- 
quent to the last year’s Report; soon 
after which, he took a dismission from 
the college, to join the Missiun to the 
Sandwich Islands. 

Though the number of beneficiaries 
the past year, bas been greater than in 
any preceding year 3 yet, from the ex- 
hausted state of the Treasury, if has 
heen necessary to reduce the appropri- 
ations. Notwithstanding the exertions 
which the young men have made, by 
teaching schools, and in various other 
ways, to procure the means of support 
for themselves, they are still left in 
debt. In some instances, it is to be 
feared, their efforts to carry forward 
their studies, and at the same time to 
defray the expenses of their education, 
have been greater than their constitu: 
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tions could sustain. Several are now 
absent, on account of ill health. A re- 
duction in the number of beneficiaries 
is unavoidable ; 3 unless, in some way 
or other, more adequate provision can 
he made for their support. 
In behalf of the Committee, 
JEREMIAH DAY, 


Chairman. 





REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 


General Synod of the Reformed Dutch 
Church in North America Report : 


That, from the minutes of the particu- 
lar Synods of New-York and Albany, and 
from the free conversation on the state of 
religion, it appears--That the pure doc- 
trines of the gospel, as held by our stand- 
ards, are generally maintained, and regu- 
larly and faithfully preached—that there 
is particular attention paid to the instruc- 
tion of youth in the principles of our reli- 
zion—that family visitation is faithfully at- 
tended to by many of our ministers—that 
there is a very encouraging attendance 
upon public wership, and other means of 
grace—that the number and influence of 
prayer-meetings aud Bible classes have 
considerably increased—that family wor- 
ship and other private duties are better ob- 
served than jormerly—that there is an in- 
creasing attention to disc ipline—that the 
standard of piety is gradually rising—that 
professors of relizion are walking more 
worthy of their vocation—that Christians 
of various denominations are more closely 
united in the kindly feelings of gospel- 
good-will—that the monthly concert of 
public prayer is regularly observed in ma- 
ny congregations—that there is in a few 
places more lively interest felt in behalf of 
Missionary and Bible Societies—that there 
are raore earnest prayers and more liberal 
exertions made for the extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom at Jarge—that the 
reguiar dispensation ot the gospel has a 
very perceptible iafluenece upon the world 
in Many places, tp cheek their vices and 
vain amusements—that during the last 
year a goodly number of sinners have, to 
all appearance, become say ingly conv ert 
ed—and that the general prospects of our 
courch are in many quarters very particu 
‘arly encouraging. 

From this general view it appears, that 
the Dutch Church was never in a more 
Prosperous state in this country ; that al 
vever bad brighter pros nects ; and, there- 
fore, that its members “we ‘fe never been 
gore loudly called anyon to observe aud 

cknowledge, that the hand of God has 
been stretche d out in their behalf. 

It is particularly incumbent on us to no- 
lice the inereased attention which is paid 
fo family worship: this duty lias hereto- 


fore bee n neglected to a verv shameful 





degree in many of our congregations. It is 
pleasing to observe that an evident change 
for the better is now taking place. In 
some congregations two thirds of the fam- 
iles of professors now regularly worship 
God morning and evening. Inafew con 
gregations the proportion is still greater 
and in one, all the families of this descrip 
tion but two, are entitled to this commen 
dation. 

It is also pleasing to observe, that Bible 
classes are multiplying and attracting morc 
general attention. It bas been found by 
experience that this mode of instraction 
is peculiarly calculated to interest the 
minds of young people, and to induce the 
attendance of many who would turn away 
from other modes, and tn many instances 
it has actually been productive of the hap- 
plest results. 

When we add to this the consideration, 
that by this method we draw instruction 
directly from the fountain of religious 
knowledge, which God himself has open- 
ed, we earnestly pray that these institu 
tious may meet with still more extensive 
palronage. 

Prayer meetings and family visitations, 
have also been remarkably blesse@, and 
have given clear indications of God’s pres- 
ence with us. In attending to the latter 
duty, it bas been found very useful for the 
ininister sometimes to go unattended by 
an elder, and to speak to the members of 
each tamily, one by one. Such a mode 
of address, is peculiarly calculated to 
come to every heart. There is no throw- 
ing it off upon others, or merging of one’s 
self in a whole community, and thus es- 
caping as an individual. There isa _— 
point gained, when you make the individ 
ual teel that relizion is his own personal 
concerg. It has also been found useiul, 
to hold meetings expressly forthe pury ose 
of conv ersation and prayer, ith sueh as 
are in any degree anxious about their spir- 
ual state; or are willing to confess that 


they are seeking salvation. 


Among the causes of gratulation on the 
state aud prospects of the church, your 
committee distinctly recognize those [re 
quent revivals of religion which are 
breaking forth in varions parts of our 
land, and within our own borders ; avid | itt 
which considerable numbers are in a short 
time brought from the darkness and thral 
dom of sin, into the light and giortons tb 
erty of the children of God. When we 
hear sach things, we are powertuily re 
minded of the promise,* |b will pour wa 
ter upon hin that is thirsty, and Hoods 
upon the dry ground ; 1 will pour iny spur 
if upon thy seed, and my blessing upon 
thine offspring ;” and we ave, befure we 
are aware, thinking of those events of the 
lay of Pentacost, which were the actual! 
first fruits ; andthe earpvest of that great 
harvest of souls whieh God shall cather te 
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these revivals in this connexion, they 
epen a glorious field to our view, and 
place us under very special obligations to 
praise the Lord and congratulate one an- 
ether on wuat we are living to hear and 
see. Ifthe angels in heaven feel such an 
interest in our concerns as to rejoice over 
a sinner when he is brought to repentance, 


should we not rejoice at the couversion of 


a multitude of our neighbors and brethren?’ 
Yes, let us “ praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men! 

But, though “ the Lord has done great 
things, Whereof we are glad,” yet our joy 
is abated by the coldness and barrenness 
of many protessors ; by the unhappy dis- 
fractions and keen animosities existing in 
one of our classes ; aud especially by the 
awful fact, that to all appearance, a vast 
majority of the people of our several con- 
gregations are yet in an unconverted 


state ; and therefore under the curse of 


God and exposed to bis eternal wrath. 
Their case is the more affecting, because 
they are brought very near to the king- 
dom of heaven ; they are living within 
the call of the Saviour. But they will 
not come to him that they may have life. 
Many are deaf to his call, and wholly in- 
different to his admontions. They have 
forgotten their maker and neglected his 
service, though they have grown up under 
the means of grace, and have dwelt in 
the midst of suchas are living and fathful 
witnesses forGod. Is not their case most 
awful and deplorable ? Will it not be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
day of judgment, than for many who be- 
long to our congregations and frequent our 
churches ? Let us more faithfully and ha- 
bitually view the case as it really is. Let 
us measure ourselves not so much by hu- 
man judgment, as by the standard of divine 
truth ; let us view our congregations in the 
hight of God's word; and we shall see 
aburdant reason to weep day and night 
over the slain of the daughters of Zion! 
Let us pray, and preach, and act, and la- 
bour as if we were in earnest over this im- 
mense interest ; and as if we really believ- 
ed and felt, that we are all fellow workers 
witb God, to save the souls of our fellow 
ereatures from destruction 

The Committee have also prepared, 
and herewith present, certain resolutions 
connected with the state of the churches, 
for the consideration of the Synod. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
By order ot the Conimittee, 
PHinwuir ALE DpOLLER, 
Choirmai. 
New- York, June, 1820. 


Resolved, That allthe rainisters of our 


church be requested to sct apart and ob- 
serve one hour (from 11 titi 12 o'clock, A. 
M. on Saturday,) in cach week, for the 
purpose of praying in concert, for the 


more contons effiision of the Spirit ape 
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the ministry of reconciliation, and Upon 
every other department of the christian 
church. 

Resolved, That each classis he requested 
to hold, at their stated meetings, immedi. 
ately preceding the annual meeting o; 
the General Synod, a free conversation 
on the state of religion in their congre 
gations ; and that on some day of such 
meeting, each classis, as such, spend one 
hour in specia! prayer in behalf of the in 
terests of vital religion within our bounds 

Whereas, serious divisions exist in one 
of the classis within our bounds—and 
numbers of persons are still found in all o: 
them who habitually neglect the great sal. 
vation—therefore, 

Resolved, That the last Thursday of Sep. 
tember be set apart and observed in al 
our churches as a day of humiliaticn, fast 
ing, and prayer. 


PROTESTANT SOCIETY FOR THE PRO 
TECTION OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 
The Anniversary of this Society was 

held May 13th, at the London Coffee 

House, Ludgate-hill; the Rt. Hon. Ld. 

Holland in the Chair. Tho. Pellatt. 

Esq. one of the Secretaries, began, as 

usual, to read the Minutes of the Com 

mittee for the past year, but was in- 
duced to relinquish, on the intimation 
that it might save the time of the 
meeting, as Jn. Wilks, Esq. the other 

Secretary, would go over the various 

facts alluded to, in the course of his 

speech. 

Mr. Wilks then addressed the very 
numerous and respectable audience 
present, in a very luminous and elo- 
quent speech, which continued for 
more than three hours, accompa- 
nied with the most animated and re- 
iterated applauses. The speaker first 
alluded to cases in which the inter- 
ference of the Society had been im- 
properly required—sucb as the robbery 
of a chapel, the withholding of lega- 
cies, neglect of trustees, differences 
between a minister and his congrega- 
tion, &c. which came not within the 
rules of the Institution. 

Among the eases in which the Com- 
mittee could properly interfere, he in- 
stanced those of a pecuniary nature.— 
The question of Dissenters’ paying 
Sunday tolls depended, not on any 
general law, but on the specific turn- 
pike acts, and every application should 
be accompanied by the local turnpike 
uct, 

Adverting to the demand of Assess- 
ed Taxes for houses, employed as 
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academies for dissenting ministers, he 
mentioned the case of the academy at 
Idle, in Yorkshire, where the commis- 
sioners had seized the books in the li- 
brary for the window and house tax of 
the apartments appropriated to the 
students, but were compelled by the 
judges to refund the levy ; in conse- 
quence of which, the like claims had 
jeen given up at Biaekburn and New- 
port Pagnall. 

With respect to Poor’s Rates, Mr. 
W. believed tt was now generally 
known, that‘ the trustees of dissenting 
places of worship, or any occupiers 
tenefieially interested in the receipt of 
pew-rents from them, were liable to 
the payment of the poor’s rates, in re- 
spect to the balance remaining after a 
deduction of the necessary expenses.’ 
The chief evil attending which was, 
that on an appeal to the sessions, the 
question of necessary expenses must 
be determined by clergymen and high- 
churchmen, officiating as magistrates, 
who in some instances had given their 
opinion that 301. 40/. or 50/, a-~year was 
quite enough for a dissenting minister ! 
To dissenting ministers thus rated, he 
would reconimend to immediately de- 
mand a copy of the rate, (paying 6d. 
only for every 8300 words) then to get 
some friend to examine the assess- 
ments, and see if any other property 
had been omitted in the rates, or under- 
rated, particularly the glebe, the church 
pews, the parsonage-house, the proper- 
ty of the chureh-wardens and over- 
seers—and if so, an appeal might, with 
propriety, be commenced, and would 
probably be successful ; and in case of 
failure, it was important for them to 


Know that ‘the property in the chapel. 


could alone be liable to a levy.’ 

Mr. Wilks then adverted to the de- 
mands of sume clergymen for mor- 
tuary and surplice fees, even when the 
corpse was byried in a_ dissenting 
ground. The latter, of course, could 
not be inforced ; and the former only 
where supported by some local act, on 
the custom of two centuries at least.— 
Within the last year one instance only 
had occurred of refusing burial to a 
dissenter, and that had been set at rest 
by (transmitting to the clergyman a 
copy of the determination of Sir John 
Nicol.—Complaints had been made of 
refusing the passing-hell, which in the 
case of a pious child, had been felt 
cruel; but here Mr. W. justly ridiculed 
the folly of dissenters in attending to 
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ceremonies so absurd, and which had 
originated in the darkest ages of the 
church. 

A much more serious evil was the 
refusal of parish aid to conscientious 
dissenters, of which, instances had re- 
cently occurred in Suffolk, Hants, De- 
von, and in the county of Stafford.— 
In the hundred of Tattingstome, near 
Ipswich, Wm. Hawes, who had been 
compelled by age, to seek a refuge in 
the hundred-house, had been forbid- 
den to attend on Mr. Atkinson, of 
whose congregation he had been twen- 
ty-two years a member. 

Mr. Wilks then meniioned the ap- 
plication of the committee to Govern- 
ment, on the late act respecting Sedi- 
tious Meetings, which, if it had not 
been altered, would have prevented 
the present or any similar meetings, 
and acknowledged the prompt and po- 
lite attentioa which they had received 
from Ld. Liverpool, on that occasion. 
The elequeni speaker then adverted to 
several cases of * Miscellaneous ag- 
gression. A true John Bull at Sher- 
ingham, near Poole, had been threat- 
ened with an ejectment for converting 
a barn into a preaching-house, but he 
had conquered by perseverance. At 
E’welime, in Oxfordshire, of which the 
present. Bp. of Landail, was rector, a 
poor man (Amos Norroway) had been 
served with notice to quit his cottage. 
for suffering it to be occupied by a vil- 
lage preacher. ‘And shall he ?’ (said 
Mr. W.) *He may quit that cottage, 
but in that village snall be reared ano- 
ther modest cottage, onthe front of 
which shall be placed this inscription— 
in Asylum from persecution.’ 

Mr. Wilks next adverted to several 
recent publications ; particularly a Po- 
em entitled § Religio Clerici,’ Mr. Mor- 
gan’s Bampton Lectures, and Mr. 
Belsham’s * Christianity pleading for 
the patronage of the civil power?’ — All 
of which works he considered as hos- 
tile tu the cause of religions liberty. —~- 
He congratulated dissenters on the 
failure of a late bill to prevent the mis- 
application of the Poor’s Rates, which 
would have had the effect of taking 
poor children from their pious dissent- 
ing parents; and cautioned them against 
the specious title of another now pend- 
ing— to promote the oo'versal educa- 
tion of the poor, which he feared 
would have the same tendeney. Mr. 
W. here adverted toa late charge of 
the Archbishoo of Canterbury, In 
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which he is stated to have asserted, 
that ‘the edneation of the poor must be 
confided to the direction of the parish 
priests, or there will be hazard to the 
chureh and state.” Mr. W. concluded 
by eloquently eulogizing their former 
chairmen, and the noble Lord who now 
presided; by a respectful encomium 
on his present Majesty, for the very 
cordial manner in which he had lately 
received the address of the dissenting 
ministers of the three denominations ; 
and by a triumphant exultation over 
the fall of the Spanish Inquisition. 

A string of appropriate resolutions 
was then proposed, and unanimously 
earried, founded on the preceding facts 
and circumstances, and ably supported 
by addresses froma the Rev. Row. Hill, 
Rev. Jos. Berry, J. B. Brown, Esq. “a 
the Temple, Rev. Mr. James, of Bir 
mingham, Mr. Roby, of Manchester, 
Mr. Smith, of Rotherham, Dr. Bogue, 

and Dr. Styles: and the meeting con- 
cluded by an eloquent and animated 
speech from the noble Lord who pre- 
sided.— Evan. Mag. 





EGYPT. 


The following is part of a communica- 
tion of the Rev. Mr. Jowett to the Bible 
Society of Ma!ta. 

« Egypt, as having fallen under my more 
immediate observation, claims the first 
place. 

‘Here we benold, though in circum- 
stances of great depression and i ignorance, 
one body of professing Christians more 
numerous than the rest, occupying a line 
of country no less than 500 miles tn length; 
and extending their influence southward, 
beyond the deserts of Nubia and Senna, 
into a considerable part of Aby ssinia.— 
Identified by name with Egypt, and pos- 
sessing much influence trom their habits 
of business and trom their knowledge of 
the Innguage long since imposed on them 
by their conquerers, the Copts may cer- 
tainly be considered as the dominant 
Christian Chureh of these parts. There 
are, however, many Gieceks, whose Patri- 
areh resides at Cairo: the tittuenee of this 
Church is acknowledecd also in a part 
of Abyssinia; otherwise they have no 
churches south of Cairo; but consider 
their jurisdiction to reach to Alexandria, 
Rosetta, Damietta, Suez, Candia, ‘Tunis, 
and ‘LPripoli, in the west; at all which pla- 
ces they have Conveuts, though at the one 
last mentioned they have not for many 
years had a priest. "The Latins, have like- 
wise, al feast, ercht convents; four of 
which are considerably to the south of 
Cairo. The Arminians have a Bishop at 


Cairo ; and individuals of that nation are 
settled far to the south, in all the principaj 
towns of Egypt, as bankers to the govern- 
ment. 

\Leaving out ef our present considera. 
tion the ruling power of the Turks, and 
the immensely extended population of the 
Arabs, the number of whom is various} 
estimated from two and a half to four mili. 
ions, it is not possible to behold, without 
a lively interest, these several churches of 
Christians. What their respective rites 
and tenets may be, it falls not within the 
province of a Bible Society to inquire. |; 
is enough for us, that all agree in rever 
ence tor the Holy Scriptures, as the source 
of truth. Our earnest hope is therefore, 
that by furnishing them with copies of that 
Book, we shall be found the friends of ali 
mae best friends, inasmach as from igno. 
rance of this Holy Volume, as one of the 
fathers well observes, has sprung much of 
the evils of heresy and schism. Bearing 
the olive-branch of peace, we trust, in due 
season, to behold the Ark oi the Chure); 
of Christ at rest from the troubled waters. 

Among the Copts (of whom, as being 
the most numerous, I saw the most, though 
I visited all,) ! aide no difficulty in dis- 
tributing the Arabic Bibles ; but, on the 
contrary, the greatest willingness to re- 
ceive them. On my first arrival at Cairo, 
on my return thither from quarantine in 
the Consulate, and by letters since receiv- 
ed from Egypt, their desire to possess them 
has been manifested. 

In endeavouring to explain to the Patri- 
arehs, the Bishops, the Lav head of their 
nation, and to others, the plans and opera- 
tions of Bible Societies, 1 met with suck 
dithiculties as might be expected from a 
people extremely destitute of generai Eu. 
ropean knowledge, and atte: ‘ly ignorant of 
the nature of volunta ‘ry associations for be 
nevolent objects. Familiarized to fear, 
they shrink from ostensible services, 
which might carry them out of the beaten 
track of a religion barely tolerated. At 
this timidity,much as we may lamentift, we 
cannot be surprised. Let us ask ourselves, 
‘What, with their limited means, should 
we do more than they? What proof have 
we, that we should be more intelligent or 
active ?” 

Among the Jews I bad litle opportuni- 
y of making inguiry ; from the confine 
ment necessarily attendant on tne appear: 
ance of the Plague, both at A! exandrie 
and Cairo. South of Cairo there are none 
in Egypt. In Gondar, the capital of Abys- 
sinia, there are about athousand ; who 
were described to me by Mr. Pearce, as 
keeping much by themselves, and being 
very tenacious of their religious books. 

With respect to Abyssinia, the interest 
ing intellivence received from Mir. Pearce. 
and recen ily forwarded through this Coin 
miitee to the British and Foreign Bibie 
Society, leaves little to be added. in on 
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of these documents, it was peculiarly grat- 
fying to perceive a special request for the 
Gospels in Ethiopic. 

if any motive, drawn from the circum- 
stances of a people, can impel the friends 
of the Bible Society to make a great sacri- 
fice, the situation of Abyssinia may most 
peculiarly claim the tribute of funds, of 
jearning, and of labor. How deeply Chris- 
sjanity must once have been seated in the 
hearts of the people of that country, ap- 
nears from a great variety of proofs ; but 
now, nominally a Christian empire, it is 
distracted by the feuds of various Chief- 
tians, who aspire to supreme power, with- 
out even a hopeful prospect of peace be- 
ing settled by the successful superiority of 
one. Thus situated, composed of vari- 
ous Christian, Mahomedan and Heathen 
Tribes, all independent, fiarce, and war- 
ike, and exposed to incursions from simi- 
jar tribes on every side, Abyssinia may 
fear ber existence as a Christian nation. — 
That Christianity would not soon disap- 
pear from the country, may be inferred 
from the great attachment of the people 
ro their religion—an attachmeat which 
has been tried by numerous opposing cir- 
cumstances for many centuries. But how 
much longer Christianity may exist with- 
out a general knowledge of the Scriptures, 
would be a bitter experiment to make—an 
experiment bappily not suited to the be- 
nevolent genius of this age. 

And if, from this brief view of Egypt 
and Abyssinia, we turn our eyes to that 
vast continent in which these countries 
‘ie, With what feelings shall we rise from 
such contemplation! We are apt to sur- 
vey, With some pleasure, the little good 
which we have been enabled to do: we 
are, thank God, encouraged to proceed by 
every opening prospect of hopetul fields 
of labour: but tous, in Malta, it we but 
open and enlarge our hearts, liere, full be- 
fore our view, lies Africa—lefi to these 
latter ages of the world, as a standing mon- 
ument to remind the benevolent of some- 
thing which they have not done: the 
learned of something which they have not 
discovered—left, perhaps, to humble and 
sheme us; but certainly not to discourage 
or dismay. ’ 

To what extent have the sciences, the 
‘tudy of barbarous tongues, the experience 
of travellers, commercial enterprize, and 
aciual converse with the natives, assisted 
to make Europe acquainted with Africa ? 
~~vather, I should say, to make Africa 
known to the inbabitants of that planet in 
Which Africa exists? Even the Geogra- 
pher, whose task lies merely with the sur- 
face of the land and sea, confesses that all 
he has to shew of Africa is but as the he: 
ola garment. 

Every one, however, may in some de- 
sree infer the state of Africa, partly from 
seneral moral principles, and partly from 
1 Knowledge acquire@by means of a most 


demoralizing traffic. From these too 
slender premises, many are led to consid- 
er, as difficulties nearly insuperable, the 
hostile superstitions, the barbarous, inhu- 
man customs, and savage horrors, which 
reign there to an almost unlimited extent ; 
while, at the same time, lost in inquiry 
concerning the best practicable measures, 
the mind turas alternately from one pro- 


ject to another, and travels through all the 


plans that can be devised, of research, of 
civilization, of education ; till weary, spir- 
itless, and desponding, it is ready to shrink 
from attempting any. 

By encouraging the translation of por- 
tions of the scriptures into the spoken dia- 
lects of Africa, the Bible Society may, con- 
sistently with its simple principles, render 
most essential aid to the melioration of 
that continent. For till language, the ve- 
hicle of theught, is ascertained, how is it 
possible to convey toa people any ideas 
that can serve toenlighten their minds, or 
lead them into a method of improving 
themselves ? The Bible, trom the variety 
of words, the simplicity of the style, aud 
the interest of its historical passages, a tra- 
ditional Knowledge of most of which pre- 
vails far and wide, seems entitled to have 
this honor put upon it. 

Nor ts this a principle newly invented ; 
though in later times, its importance 
seems to have acquired a new force and 
interest in the mind of many persons. To 
the East of Africa, when the Ethiopic lan- 
guage was vernacular, the entire scrip- 
tures were rendered into that language 
and they bave subsequently, within avery 
few years, been re-translated into the Am- 
haric Dialect. In Arabic there have beer 
two versions, which have proved accept 
able in the Fast and North of Atrica. For 
the western Coasts, portions of the Serip. 
tures have, for the first time within the 
last twenty years, been translated into 
dialects, which were never before redu- 
ced to writing ; as will appear from the 


“specimens this day exhibited to the com 


mittee. 

Of the real spiritual good to be effected 
by our distribution of the Scriptures, ne 
sincere believer in the Seriptures will, 
even in his most desponding woments, se- 
riousty doubt. Reflecting, sometimes, on 
the indifference of men to spiritual con- 
cerns, we may fear that these bibies are 
not all of them studied with due profit: 
and that,in many iustances, the impres 
sion nay be but as the print of the pul 
grim’s foot on the sand, speedily effaced 
by the first breath ot the desert. But 
these thoughts must give place to the 
promises of the Author of the bible, even 
God himself. He has commanded us not 
to despise the day of smali things. He 
blesses the growth of the grain of mustard 
seed, lill at becometh greater than ali herbs, 
and shooteth out great branches, so thal the 


fouls of the air may lodge unter the shadow 











Aint er egg a 





~~ ae Pace ets 


ag cme 





——— 


om 


ba naa n 


ny Peat der a 


Fe 
Ph 
‘ 
4 


“ 
~ 
bp: 


= mn 
~ 
1 

ay 


Rey Pe 


~- 
—s 
a Oe 


> 
nok 
eae 

er=pe~ r 


4 
pee 
a 


= i 
aman, _ 
aie 


Sipe 





2 meme 


en 
a 































a OT in 
+ ogee. 


* 


> * 3 ee ree |. 


7 
Sy 


pag Raa 


Oe ee ae ee ee 


ae 


sree o gee 

















508 Relig. Intel— Summary. { Sere, 


of ut. He declares, in re ference to the bles- 
sings that flow from the fountain of truth, 
a promise peculiarly suited to the state of 
Africa— The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them ; and the desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom asthe e rose: tt shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice even wilh 
joy and re: : the glory of Lebanon shall 
be given unto it, the exeellency of Carmel 
and Sharon : they s shall see the glory of the 
Lord, and the excellency of our God.—lsa- 
tah xxxv. }. 2. 

WitisaMm Jowerr, 


SUMMARY. 

A Marine Bibie Socicty, auxiliary to th 

National Bible Society, has been for unl 
at Providence, R. J. Previously to the 
formation of this Society, a sesmon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Staford, of 
New-York, in the first baptist meeting 
house. 

By the exertions of the Rev. Dr. Morse, 
in his late tour, Bible, and Tract Societies, 
were formed, at Mackinaw and Green- 
Bay, and he is authorized to engage a min- 
ister and three instrnetors tor Mackinaw, 
where a subscription, adequate to the sup- 
port of a clergyman has already been 
made. 


A Marine Bible Society bas been or- 
ganized at Salem; at which place, a 
house of worship tor Roman Catholics is 
about to be erected. 


Marine Bible Societies have been form- 
ed at Boston and Nantucket. 


The Rev. Hortanp Werks,oaf Abing- 
ton, Mass. has been dismissed from the 
Pastoral care of the first chureh in that 
place, in consequence of his having em- 
braced the system of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg. 

STOCKBRIDGE, Sept. 2]. 

Departure of Missionary Assisiants for 
the Choctaw Nation —On ‘Thursday of tast 
week, Capt. Johu Smita, Messrs. Calvin 
Cushman, and Elijah Bardwell, with their 
families, and Mr. Hooper, from Saco, in 
the State of Maine, left Goshen in this 
State, to join the Missionaries at Eliot, in 
the Choctaw nation of Indians. At Peru, 
in this county, Miss Frizell, joined the 
company of theMissionaries to proceed 
with them to Elliot. At Wilksbarre, 
(Penn.) it is expected that Miss Thate her 
will joi the same company. ‘These per- 
sons go outto act as Assistants in the mis- 
sionary work. Some will be employed as 
’cvicuiiurists, and others as teachers — 
They have devoted themselves to this ser- 
vice for life. They expect no other earth. 
ly compensation than a comfortable main 
tenance. The gentlemen above mPa 
as we understand, have devoted thei 
property to the American Board of Com- 
Missioners for Foreign Missions The 


amount exceeds four thousand dollars.—- 
But the property is of sach a kind that 
money cannot be obtained for it immedi- 
ately. The expense of the journey musi 
necessarily be great-—The whole extent of 
it will not be much Jess than fourteen bun. 
dred miles. The whole company will 
consist of twenty-four persons. tis ho- 
ped that the christian public, in place: 
through which this company may pass 
will not forget to sbew them kindness, in 
providing for tHeir present wants, and in 
making donations to aid flem in that part 
of their journey, which hes through « 
countrv where they will find but few, i 
anv of the true friends of Zion 

Any kindness shewn them, we need ust 
Say, will be gratefally received, while ai 
the same time it will save expense to thir 
christian community. These persons hav; 
given up all, that they nay go far hence to 
ihe Gentiles, where they design to spend 
the residue of their days, till they go down 
to the grave, expecting neither salaries or 
wages for their services. 

They reached our village on Saturday 
just beforethe sun went down, and re- 
mained here over the Sabbath. While 
here they received several donations ir 
money, and received atl the hospitality 
Ww hich their situation required. On Mon: 
day morning they left this place to pursue 
their journey. They probably will pass 
through Newburgh, in the State of New- 
York, and thence take the most direct 
route to Wilksbarre, Penn. From Wilks- 
barre they will go to Pittsburgh, and 
thence by land to Elliot. {Srar. 


The Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions, met at ogi on the 20th 
inst. Inthe evening, the Rev. Dr. Nott. 
President of Union College, preached 
from Luke XVI. 15, and a contribution oi 
three hundred and six dollars, was taken 
up, for the purposes of the Board. About 
five weeks since, a collection of one hun- 
dred and thirty dollars was made in the 
same place, tor the same object. 

The Sturbridge Baptist Association held 
its annual meeting at Enfield on the 30th 
ulf. ‘The introductory sermon was deliv: 
ered by the Rev. George Angel, of South: 
bridve, from Matthew xx. 28, after which: 
a collection was taken for the relief otf 
widows of «<leceased ministers. Commu- 
nications were received from twenty-four 
churches. The addition to these ehureh- 
es Within the past year has been 159 by 
bantism, and twenty-one by letter. Fifty- 
seven of the abave uumber added by bap- 
fica, vere reeeived into the eburch in 
South-Brissield. Lhe reading ot the lef 
ters from the chirehes, and the transac 
tions of other business were intermingled 
with devotional exercises which served to 
render the season iuteresiing to the pions 
mind. ‘The closing discourse was deliv- 
ered by the Rev Jonathan Going, of War- 
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cester, from Phiilipians ur. 4th, after 
which a collection was taken,for the spread 
of the gospel, and the education of pious 
indigent young men called to the minis- 
try. As the Baptist Meeting-House was 
small, and not in good repair, the Congre- 
cational Meeting-house was very gene- 
rously opened for the reception of the 
Asseciation. (Times. 
Alaboma.—Tbe ample means fnrnished 
by the general government, w hich we are 
in possession Of, are, we venture to say, 
far beyond those of any other State in the 
Union. Besides every sixteenth section, 
eut of each township, for the benefit of 
Schools, Congress bas authorized the se- 
lection of seventy-two sections, amount- 
ing to two entire townships, for the en- 
dJowment ot an University. ‘The great- 
est portion of these lands have already 
yeen selected, and from the very judicious 
election, it is presumed that the lands 
vould sell on an average at 15 dollars per 
acre; but to be within bounds, we will 
say 10 dollars per acre, which amounts to 
upwards of four hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars. [Canawba PREss. 


The rupture which took place in the 
Secession of Scotland in 1747, between 
those since called Burghers and Anti- 
Burghers, has finally been healed. Peti- 
tions on this subject were presented to 
the Synods of the respective parties by 
above an hundred thousand members of 
the secession church, and never were the 
deliberations of an assembly conducted 
with more solemnity, candour, or enlight- 
ened and conscientious regard to the in- 
terests of truth. [ Rec. 

The 77th Annual Conference of the 
Wesleyan Methodists commenced its ses- 
sionin Liverpool, Eng. in July. There 
were present more than 300 ministers, and 
a deputation from the American General 
Conterence attended. 


The Religious Tract Society, of Lon- 
don, issued during the last year, 5,626 67 
tracts, an increase from the issues of the 
preceding year, of 1, 583,353. 

Dartmoor Prison.—lt appears by the 
late English papers, that this celebrated 
prison of war, isto be converted into a 
School of Industry, for the reception of a 
portion of the paupers of London. The 
plan isto select 2000 orphen pauper chil- 
dren, and by their voluntary consent, 
place them in this establishment, where 
bY proper attention, they may be rescued 
from the desperate evils of the idleness 
and vice that now awaited them. Mr. 
Brougham, at a public meeting held in 
London, on this subject, stated that the 
Uepravity of the juvenile depredators of 
the metropolis, of late, must make every 
person shudder with horrour. ‘The King 
bad approved the design, and = subscri- 
bed 1000 guineas in furtherance of the ob- 
jes TRee 


By returns made upto the Ist of May 
last, it appears that tiveve are in England 
and Wales, 37,382 schools of all descrip- 
tious; in which are educated 1,571,372 
children of both sexes, or about 42 to a 
school. It is specified that 18,276 of these 
scholars are initiatory, and that 14,192 are 
English or commercial schools, of which 
8.375 are for females. It also appears 
that the church catechism is taught in 
22,581 schools ; that the systems of Bell 
and Laneaster have been more or less 
adopted in 1,411.5 that Phillips’ interrog- 
ative system of questions without answers 
has been introduced into 3,682 ; and Pes- 
talozzi’s system of oral analysis into 7; 
that the French language is taught in 
7,520 ; and the dead languages in 3,827. 
The number of persons employed in edu- 
cation, as masters, governesses, assistants, 
and private tutors, is estimated at 56,300. 

[Rec. 

The Committee of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society have voted the sum of 
£5000 to be applied under the direction of 
the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, in the Mis- 
sion College, now erecting by him, for the 
purpose of translating the scriptures into 
the languages of India. 


REVIVALS QF RELIGION. 


In this city, and in several of the ad- 
jacent villages, there is a general and 
powerful revival of religion. The pres- 
ent appearances are of the most prom- 
ising character. As soon as we deem 
it expedient we shall furnish our rea- 
ders with a more particular account of 
this great work of God. 

At Chelsea Landing, Norwich, in 
Lisbon, Griswold and Plainfield, there 
are many instances of hopeful conver- 
sion. 

As the fruits of a revival of religion, 
fifty-four persons have united with the 
Presbyterian church in Athens, Ohio, 
nine of whom are students in the Col- 
lege at that place. 

The following statement is contain- 
ed in a letter from students at Hamil- 
ton College, to their brethren at Nas- 
sau Hall, N. J. 

At the commencement of the pres- 
ent year, the number of students in this 
Institution, amounted to 89. Of this 
number about 37 were professors of 
religion. No peculiar excitement was 
supposed to exist until about three 
weeks after the beginning of the second 
term. At that time many pious stu- 
dents in the College, began to deplore 
the waste places of Zion, and feel more 
sensibly alive to the interests of Christ’s 
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kingdom. Their activity and zeal a- 
Wakeved the attention of others. 

Our stated mectings and conferences 
suddenly assumed a more pleasiag and 
animating aspect. Numbers attended 
who had hitherto viewed the impor- 
tant subject of religion, with cold in- 
difference. Christians appeared more 
alive to the interests of their Divine 
Master, and more deeply impressed 
with a sense of their obligations to 
God and to Impenitent sinners. Their 

rayers were apparently more spiritu- 
al, ardent and sincere. Conceiving it 
to be their duty to recommend the re- 
ligion of the meek and lowly Jesus, 
not only by example, but by precept; 
they conversed familiarly aud affee- 
tionately with their unconverted fel- 
low students, endeavouring to convince 
them of its importance by the strong- 
est arguments, and persuading them 
to comply with its requirements, hy 
the most powerful motives, Nor were 
their exertions unblessed by the God 
of heaven. Presenting their requests 
at the throne of Grace, in the exercise 
of faith, and with a strong persuasion 
of their own spiritu: il imbecility, they 
received the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, whose life-giving energies ena- 
bled them to press on with ardour in 
the glorious cause in which they were 
engaged. 


This unusual activity oa the part of 


professing christians, was powerfully 


calculated to arrest the attention of 


the unconverted, and convince them 
of the divine reality and infinite im- 
portance of our holy religion : and we 
believe that, through the blessing of 
God, it had that effect. Numbers 


were deeply impressed with a sense of 


their native depravity, their guilt and 
danger, and solicitously enquired What 
they should do to be saved. 

Near the close of the term, the 
greatest solemnity prevailed pide 
out the Institution ; conferences were 
unusually full, and all seemed to take a 
deep interest in the concerns of eterni- 


Donat. to Relig, and Char. Inst. Ord. and Instal. [Srpy. 


ty. Atthistruly animating period our 
public examination commenced, a cir. 
cumstance sincerely to be deplored, 
since it apparently drew the attention 
of many from the subject of religion 
to concerns of minor importance. Tie 
vacation that followed, by affording avy 
opportunity to the greater part of min- 
cling with the gay aud fashionable cir. 
cles of society, tended still more te 
dissipate the serious impressions and 
deaden their sensibility to the charms 
ofthe gospel. Notwithstanding these 
circumstances, apparently so unfavor- 
able to the progress of the revival, nine 
or ten of the students, five of whom 
were members of the senior class, 
were hopefully made the subjects of 
renewing grace, Though this number 

appears “sinall, yet the consideration 
that the number of non-professors was, 
previously to the late attention, only 
fifty-two, leads us to conclude that 
the proportion of new converts Is prob- 
ably as great as the result of ordinary 
revivals should lead us to expect. But 
the work of divine grace has not been 
confined to this Institution. The vil- 
lage of Clinton, situated about one mile 
and a half East of the college has beer 
blest with the effusions of the Holy 
Spirit. Upwards of one hundred in 
that place are supposed to have be- 
come the subjects of renewing grace. 
“This is the Lord’s doings and it} 
marvellous in our eyes.” 


or ress 


DONATIONS TO RELIGIOUS AND CHAR- 
ITABLE INSTITUTION 

Vhe Treasurer of the ee: 
Board of Commissioners for Foreige 
Missions, acknowledges the receipt of 
$3972,21 from July 21st, to Aug, 20th. 

The Treasurer of the American Bi- 
ble Society, acknowledges the receipt 
of $174,828, in the month of August. 

The Treasurer of the American Ed. 
ucation Society, acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of $247,52 in the munth of Au 
gust. 








Orbinations and Bnsrallations. 


July 26th.—The Rev. Joun Jouns, 
was ordained a Priest in the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, by the nt. Rev. 
Bishop Kemp, of Maryland 


September 6th.—The Rev. Levi Ww 
Lronarp, Was ordained pastor of the 
Congregational church and socjety ir 
Dublin. N. H 
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Sept. 9th.—-The Rev. ADDISON 
SEARLE, was admitted to the holy or- 
der of Priest, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Griswold, at St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol, R. I 


Sept. 20th._—The Rev. Winiiiam J. 
BoarpMaAn, was ordained pastor of the 
congregational church in North- Haven, 
Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Wovudbridge, 
of Hadley, Mass. 








Diew of Public Affairs. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


By the latest accounts from England, 
it appears that the attention of the peo- 
ple of that country is almost exclu- 
sively occupied by the existing differ- 
ences between the King and Queen. 
Parties bave been formed, and a lead- 
ing ministerial print states that it is im- 
possible to determine whether the op- 
opposers of the Queen are more nume- 
rous than her friends. Addresses, from 
different bodies were frequently pre- 
sented to her majesty, and among those 
which she had received was one from 
a private regiment of militia. 

The 17th of August was the day 
assigned by Parliament, for the com- 
mencement of her trial. Hopes were 
by some entertained that the proceed- 
ings against her majesty would be 
stopped. She has written a letter to 
the King, to which no answer has been 
returned. 

Lord John Russel, a distinguished 
senator, has addressed a letter to Mr. 
Wilberforce, ‘as a public mau on whom 
much depends,’ and in the form of a 
petition to the King, communicated his 
sentiments ‘on the one subject of the 
present day.’ In the conclusion of his 
letter to Mr. W. he says; ‘You are 
perfectly aware of the nature of the 


discussions that will take place, and of 


the manner in which they will be met. 
In your hands is, perhaps, Sir, the fate 
of this country. The future historian 
Will ask whetherit was right to risk the 
Welfare of England—her boasted con 
stitution—her pational power—on the 
event of ap enquiry inte the conduct 
of the Princess of Wales, in her viila 
upon the Lake of Como? From the 
majority which followed you in the 
House of Commons, he will conclude 
you had the power to prevent the die 
being thrown, He will ask, if you 
Wanted the inclination ?’ 


SPAIN. 
rys " ‘ 
Mhe Cortes are harmonious, and en- 


gage with assiduity in the prosecutior: 
of measures necessary for the benefit 
of the nation. Efforts have been made 
in the northern provinces of the king- 
dom to effect a counter revolution, but 
have been unsuccessful. Through the 
influence of some priests, and discon- 
tented soldiers, a junta was formed, 
which assumed the name of .4postolic, 
and issued proclamations. The pro- 
visioaal junta of Galicia sent Espinosa 
who dispersed the rebel forces, which 
consisted of from 2000 to 4000 men. 
These forces retired into Portugal, and 
the apostolic junta was dissolved. 

But although Spain appears to be fa- 
voured with internal quiet and pros- 
perity, trouble is by some thought te 
await her. The Emperor of Russiais 
extremely dissatisfied with the method 
in which the revolution was effected. 
France and England returned favoura- 


ble answers to the communication of 


Ferdinand VIL. in which he announced 
his aeceptanee of the constitution of 
1812; but none were returned by Au- 
stria and Russia. The Emperor Alex 

ander however, at length directed his 
ministers to inform the Spanish ambas 

sador that he lamented the violence by 


whieh the mode of government ii 


Spain bad been changed, and a state 
paper has since been published by the 
tussiap government in which it is as- 
sumed that the allied sovereigns wil 
say to Spain that with *sentimeuts o' 
affliction aud grief, they have learned 
the events of the 8th of March, and 
those which preceded it. According 
to their opinion, the salvation ef Spain, 
as wellsas the welfare of Europe, will 
require that this erime should be disa 

vowed, this stain Wlaeed, this bad ex 

ample exterminated. The honor of 
such a reparation appears to depend 
onthe Cortes. Let them deplore, and 
forcibly reprobate, the means employ- 
ed to establish a new mode of govern- 
ment in their country, and in consolid 
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tional, let them adopt the most rigor- 
ous laws against sedition and revelt.— 
Then and only then, the Allied Cabi- 
nets will be able to maintain friendly 
and amicable relations with Spain.’ 

Since the publication of this docu- 
ment the Emperor of Russia must 
have heard of the revolution which has 
been effected at Naptes, where a con- 
Stitutional government has been estab- 
lished, and where the king has abdi- 
cated in favour of his sou, who has ac- 
ceded to the constitution. It is be- 
lieved that a revolution has also taken 
place in Sicily. Whether any or all of 
these revolutions will induce the gov- 
ernments of Russia and Austria to In- 
terfere, it is fruitless to conjecture, al- 
though foreign papers speak of such 
an interference as not improbable. 


SUMMARY. 


By a French ordonnance of July 26th, a 
duty of 90 francs per ton has been added 
to that already paid by vessels of the Uni- 
ted States, in French Ports in Europe, to 
take effect on all vessels whieh left the 
United States after the 15th of June. Ves- 
sels in ballast are not subject to this duty, 
and the duty is to cease whenever our 
government repeals the law which impo- 
ses a heavy duty on the vessels of France. 
By another ordonnance of the same date, 
a bounty, of nearly a cent a pound, is 
granted on all American Cottons import- 
ed in French vessels. 

A destructive fire broke out in Paris on 
the 2nd of August, in certain wine and 
brandy vaults. It extended nearly three 
quarters of a league. Many lives were 
lost, and about 80 wounded sent to the 
hospital. 

The Executive Council of Massachu- 
setts, on counting the returns of votes, on 
the question of calling a Convention to 
amend the Constitution of the State, found 
11.756 votes in favour of the measure, and 
§,593 votes against it. The Governor has 
issued his proclamation for the election of 
Delegates to take into consideration the 
expediency of amending the present Con- 
stitution. This Convention wiil assemble 
at Boston, on the 3rd Wednesday of No- 
vember 
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Gen. Avarr has been chosen Governor, 
and Wms. T. Barry Lieut. Gov. of the 
State ot Kentucky. 

The Hon. Richard Skinner has beep 
chosen Governor, and the Hon. William 
Cahoone, Lieut. Governor of the State o} 
Vermont. 


The Mayor of Savannah has given no 
tice, that a mortality prevails in that city, 
never before equalled. 

The Hon. Stratrrorp Cannine, Minis 
ter from the Court of St. James to the Uni 
ted States, has arrived in this country. 


By the census of the present year Prov 
idence contains 11,745 inhabitants. New 
buryport contains 6,737 inhabitants, 0, 
whom 1800 are under ten years of age — 
‘The present population is 1000 less than 
that of 1810. New-London contains 3,225 
inhabitants, giving an increase of 43 since 
the last census. 

Within the limits of the city of Hartford 
there are 4,695 inhabitants, which number 
exceeds that of the population in 1810 by 
795. 

In New-Haven, there are within the 
limits of the city, 7,147 inhabitants 5 sep- 
arate from the city, but within the limits 
of the town, 1179—Total, 8326. In 1810 
there were in the city 5772 inhabitants ; 
separate from the city 1195—Total, 6967, 
giving an increase in ten years of 1359. 


The Graining and Barrel Mills of the 
Bellona Powder Mills, near Baltimore, 
were blown up on the 29th of August-— 
This is the fourth time, that this establish- 
ment has suffered from explosion. 


By a fire at Port au Prince, property to 
the amount of three millions of dollars has 
been destroyed. Fears were entertained 
of an insurrection among the blacks. 

By a fire at Mobile, thirty stores, with 
most of their contents, have been consu 
med. 


The City Council of New-Orleans have 
appropriated the sum of $50,000 for the 
erection of an equestrian statue of Gen. 
Jackson, in the public square in front 0 
the Cathedral Church. It isintended that 
this statue shall be executed by Canova 
the Roman Sculptor. 


The Assessments for the support of the 
poor, in England, amvuunt to about $40 
000,000, per ann. but vast sums are, in ad 
dition to the assessments, given by socié 
ties, and by individuals 
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L.P,; H.; Osmyn; L.; J.; M.K. D.; and Logverge, have been receivee 





se eee Sg ek ae ag ee ae ~s 


Seed 


SS ng er 


=~ 


a a 


M. i. will be inserted. 


ERRATUM.—-On the 4¢9th page, col. Ist. for eighteen mo.. read 18my. 





